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GOOD EVENING EVERYBODY:

I'a broadcasting froa an Aray Air
Force school tonight. A someshat hush-hush school
where Colonel Loring Pickering and his staff traia
special picked men of the Air Foree to do certain

vital jobs at the front end behind the lines. This
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school is at Pawling, New York, in the fine buildiamgs

of the Pawling Boys School. The Colonel and Lis -tntt §

and the Air Force smen under hiam, are crosded around
me in the Pasling School auditorium. And some of thdci}

fellows will be on their way in a day or two to the
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front from which our first item comes-tonight.



Allied troops today captured fandazso, and that scunds

like a decisive event in the termination of the Sicilian Campaign.

M
The village of Randazszo HuA- the northern slope of Mt. Etma,
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assumed an importance as a road junction, the lcmu using 1t

as the central pivot of their Nt. Btna line. Its tn% o8

the 1line, and zives tho_a_nzu an opea -way dowmhill to nm:-‘
Valley, a flat, clear corridor to the ses,

American troops entered Ransaddo only a few hours ago,
after battling their w tomard that place for five days.
They had hard going, up steep lava slopbs. where the Gersacs
bad deeply dug machine gung and mortar positions - and these put

up a fierce resistance. The Americans approached Randasso from

the West, while the British Bighth Army drove up from the South.
This concerted -:«:1.“:17~ move was decigive and the Germans got out.
On the north coast, the Americans have driven within

fux thirty-five miles of Nessina, the large city at the ultimate

end of the Bicilian tip. The American north coast advance was,
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of course, aided by that brilifant amphidiocus operatiom, the
-

“a
seotie® successful landing that ocur forces made, ocutflanking

A

= the eaamy. ‘!odaynhvouomr.cuahnttht-anum
operation mmber two - and s desperate adventure it was. The first
one was sade by m,ummtmo.-t.uu--“

hovesew, was designed to cutflamk Cape D'Orlamdo, a vital Basi

position, and surprise could mot be expected. The-Germmmd-venld.

The Agericans got ashore with little resistance, ut

tiat was only a delusion. The Gersans were lying back mmiting
and as our sen svarsed on to the beach, they were met with a
savage fire fros concealed positions inland. Then the fmxxms
Gersans wheeled cut tanis and artillery and delivered three
fierce caunter-attacks. That was ghen the Aserican c~ommander
was afraid the shole thing might turn into a minor disaster. But

-



SICILY - 3
his troops beat off the assaults ingtuhuu, battling

their way tax inland. They were still in a desperate position,

but they were not doing the job all alone. 8imultanecusly,
American forces on the other side of Cape D'Orlando were launching

a drive, fighting their way inland around the Cape to join forces.
And they did. They smashed on for four miles, and then formed

& Junction with the landing party. When this happened, the

Amsrican commander felt his fears go ani.l-'\m Joining of forces
spelled success.
L3
The Bazis are evacua across the three mile 3
strait between the tip of Sicily and the Italian peninsula.
The key point of evacuation is the harbor of Messina, which has

|

been blasted by bambs for weeks. And the air assaults za are MWW
Ny
mounting to a t:n*A as the Germans try to get away. 7The Baszi

escape goes on at night, while American light naval forces dash
in to attack. MNevertheless, it is believed that a considerable

portion of the Razi Garrison at the ‘tip of sixtk Sicily am may

escape. British observers think fifty perceht of them may be

Hot

evacuated, ImtA they'll have to abandon all their heavy equipment -

canit get it across.
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To date the Allies have captured a hundred and
thirty thousand prisoners, and new batches are coming in all
the time. One priscner reported today was a high ranking

italisn General, whO“wae captured shile he was trying to

escape on a donkey. I suppose the fmmmxi Gemeral's dignity was
yrt =e® a little, not s0 much because he was made a prisener -

but because of the donkey.



Tonight we have a climax of news about the war in the

air - Rome bombed again, Berlinm hit, heavy raids launched against

- .

two nut‘ cities of Borthern Italy - Turin and Nilan. In other

words, both Axis capitals =X blasted, amd three of the greatest

targets of Italy vioclemtly assaul

mu-suormxmumouﬁmu-um

renswal of the bombing, a shattering mmms message to m*mu;-.t

helptmy their govermment make up its mind. After the fall of

Bassolini, the bombing of Italy died down, obviously in the hope

thtthm“umr-&mm-yuuhm
Allies. The threat was made then that if Italy 414 mot surremder,
the country would be devastated by air attack from end to end.
Simce them, the new goverament at Rome, having uhonulnl. fascimm,
has nevertbeless held off for cms reason or smother. S0 mow the
Allied command is saying it with bombs.

Rome was hit by an All-American Air-mads, im a daylight
raid today. The official comsunique states the specific targets
mothosm;smtbprmoumalu-mmstm.

They were - the San Lorenso and Littorio REX Railway yards, which
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mdmrmtmmno»mmlmqmza—oﬂ
to the entire Italian railway systen Jn fact omce again the

Wmoﬁwummmatn:ummmdm

hitting religious and cultursl scouments.

Reports from Sxtinr Switserland state that DO;-R:;;‘I“
yards were heavily damaged, as they had been before. A Big
railway station was wrecked by a direct hit, and s mmber of
people were killed. bombs fell in the ceater of the city em

the Tiber, says the Bwiss account. They were incendaries, and sene

of the fire missiles landed oaly two hundred yards from the Reyal

Palace, the Guirinal. They say the Palace was not damaged, tut
amother fasous building nearby mas set afire. This sas the

Barberini Palace, shich las beea tramsformed iato an Ufficers Clwb.

Silan and Turin were assailed by British bambers. It
was a night raid, with E_A.F. pilots flying through bright moonlight.
w-mcsrqonmtumn‘ém;m&_n,“
could see enorscus clouds of ssoke and flame, vith fire reflected
on the clouds at tze eighteen thousamd foot level.

Switzerlan? smpxxtx reports that the raid caused emorsous

— Acmgpete-grept toumteedk @0 A— _ o
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@us demage to great chemical and airplane factories at lum., GnJ

‘Q.ﬂu railroad yards were d?v‘:\outd. Z‘Iho%;m..’ mcL

P/ was hit and wrecked. Today, passenger and fxix freight trains

& failed to arrive at the SBwiss border according to schedule,
which would indicate that the ta railroad at Milen was hit so
badly that it was put out of ‘eo-'fulon.

Switserland also states that the famous Cathedral of

Hilan was damaged. Ome of the Cathedral spires is said to

- have crashed, though not from a direct hit. The concussion from
&R exploding bomd some distance away was n:mt that it 3
K )

SR knocked over a spiro of Milan.
@l’odu the dig ullustrul cuy was M e While

weryy
soldiers aided firemen Xttnnc to check the rage of flames.

Such was the oxplod.vo message delivered by the Allies
to the now no longer Fascist Italy, which nevertheless mmm has
failed to surrender. The bomd lou‘on was emphasized by showers

”
2m of leaflets - the Britis h dropping a rain of pamphlets on

bomb-blasted Milan. l'hu:‘.rn'-ut- not azainst the Badoglio

govermment, but against the Nazis and the German-Italian alliance.
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They read: "Nussolini has gone but the Nazi ‘war conunuu‘

leaflets
One tyranny has endod,l suppress the othor}' $o0 the, tuxinbmts

A

©

advised the Italians.

R ‘-‘(oq The bombing of Berlin, by the R.A.F. based on England, Tl

may well be the beginning of a series of blows against the Cc?ln

upitnl. It had been md that, after the terrifying destruction

.6"‘1“’”&/1:&4 Popetaloy

of I.Nrgxlor would De next on the 1list - a target for t%

bembing day after day, an objective to bé wiped out, like




In Russia the Red Army has opened still another big
oe
offensive, its third summer drive, mwhmhd on

the Moscow front north of Bryansk. lat:st from Moscow states

that Red Army shock tmpa,‘hn driven forward far emough to

cut the railroad south of Bryansk, and have captured one hundred

On the fromt at Kharkov the lat is that Soviet
treops now are within one mile of utv’-onth-.tlnut.&

The Red Army is closing in on Xharkov along a siaty mile fromt,

which almost encircles the city. The ga Germans now have Qﬂhd J

.tlnu.nthlut._

. ]
Noscow indicates that the final assault is now on - the closing

of a monster trap at W,Mﬂo Pittsburgh
of Russia. ;




Speculations concerming the Roosevelt-Churchill c-fm
were BEEX concentrated today on the statement mede by the official
SBoviet News Agency. Just what does the Russian declarstion mean?
What 1s to be read Detween the 1ines? The statement bears upoa
the fact, 50 prominently noted, that Stalin s not at the
conferences of the President and the Prime Minister, nor 1s any
Soviet representative. The Nescow declaratioa tell us that the
Soviet was not invited, and gives the reason: "Because of the
nature of the conference,” says Moscow.

This, of course, would seem to point to an angle that
has previcusly been discussed - the war im the Bmmifix Pacific,
Japan. President Roosevelt and Prime Ninister Churchill will

naturally confabulate a great deal on ways to hit the Jap enemy,

and SBoviet Russia is not at war with Japan. Hence, Stalin takes
no part in the talks.

London today gives the comment that the absence of the
Soviets 1s being’misinterpreted and given an exaggerated significance.

People have been surmising that Stalin is deliberately keeping clear

of Allied war and post-war plans. London refers to the fact that
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neither the American mor the British govermmeat has stated that
Stalin was invited, although President Rovsevelt said that he would
have been cordially welcome. We are told that Moscow was informed
in advance about the conferemces and the scope of the um;-uu -
with Stalia undoubtedly sade aware that the Pasific war would be

a xpum promineat theme. ,

From Washington, im fact, we have today the surmise
that the coaflict with Japsm is the main ﬁﬂc(lm observers
4in the matiomal capital think that new war plams for Burope
do not emter the picture promimently. They shamk think that
otrguun‘g'uem in Syrope have already been worked eut at

previous Churchill-Roosevelt meetings, and that mow the Presidemtial

-Prime Ninisterial focus has shifted to the P“lfll.)




mmmrrm-umneuu.unnuu-

rain. mﬁmmt:*nummu-mmc’u

floo| that makes you think the sky has opemed and the ccean is
pouring dowmn.
On Bew Georgia Island, the weather has grounded the

American Air Force, and the tropical deluge has turned the jumgle

iato a wast ntnhu‘l swamp. Ia spite‘of this, American treops

are slogging forward, pushing against the remmant of Japs whe

escaped from the Nunda Air Base, vhan it was captured.

In the other sector of the Pacific war, Bew Quines,

the fleod of equatorial rain has almost stopped the fighting on




Here is the story of a war r.lot who thought he lu.u
Bddie Rickembacker, but only got a lot of worry out of it - a
nightmare of uneasy anxiety. He is First Lieutenant Harold Segal,
an ace of air battle in the Solomons. Today's news tells of his
uus%::::iu the sky, =k in which he shot down his seventh
Zero. &xpum Asked about that exploit, Lieutenant Segal countered
vith the story of a previcus adventure - the time he thought he
was Rickenbacker.

He was shot down by a Zero. Japanese bullets ripped

the oil line of his plans, and he plunged into the sea. He hit

the water in a eloud of spray, but whs able to get out and into

his lifeboat. The wind blew him drifting on the ocean, amd

after a while what should ceme along - but a bird. It was & big

bird and it flapped down and sat on Begal's knee.
That was what reminded him of Rickenbacker - who, with

his companions, drifted in a harrowing ordeal on the Pacific, and

who tells how a suguu:luhtod on m-A - They used it for

food, which saved their lives.

Segal remembered that, ind mow he relates: "I gaid to

nﬂmbbodth-urdwm

e i e —————

ayself, #2 'Rick had nothing on me',

e—
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throat - fntending to hold him captive in case I needed food. WPute

the Lieutenant continues, "I used too much strength and the bird
went limp. I worked & long time on that bird, trying to revive

hin - but he was dead®,
Whereupon a great trouble of mind came upon the -ptimks

pilot drifting on the Pacific. "I'd have given anything to bring the

bird back to 1ife," he == relates. m-umf

bird was an albatross®,

The Lieutenant's t.m.ghn went back to scheol days, bask

to that favorite classroom poem, &ﬂb Ancient Nariner,® -

which tells how unlucky it is to jill an Albatross. He recalled .,‘

how the Ancient Mariner confesses in tones of horror: *"With my

cross=bow I shot the Albatross®.




W
h\o-vrﬂvmﬂwq-n bedeviled Wy

the fear that he had killed an Albatross - as the ancient mariner
had done.

Eowever, the Lieutenaat did have such dadghriulip

:
.

N,luk.,"'u picked up 13 du_nl,oo’u coulda’t have been

an Albatross. ‘3
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