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\ In the Philippines, the focus of wer has swung

towerd the eastern side of Luzon, where American troops

are driving through difficult mountain country. Jap

resistance in Manila finally crushed, General SeccArthur

now must turn his attention to the enemy forces in thej

northern part of the islandi, And the drive east is
apparently the beginning of an operation to hem them in
more and more closely. Tpday's advance was climaxed by the

capture of Mount Mataba, |which=i® thirty miles from the

east coast of Luzon, /
And the new&’ﬂls of shattering melodranaﬂ |

Corregidor - where MecArthur's troops are still

campaigning sgeainst underground Japs - enemy soldiers

in the deep underground passeges of the rocky fortress.

) TC subterrenesan
r “‘:\J&?S have been blowing themselves up{d-ou-n—t-ho“,

2 3 of
tOUChing off powder megezines, @&nc tonight we hear

: .cidor Rock.
&0 explosion that burst upward through Corregido

—~———.
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How meny Japs below were killed is not known, but about
a hundred and fifty bodies were counted after the
eataolyomie detonation. A craéter seventy feet wide wa#

blown on Corregidor, and an Americen tank that happened

to be on the surfece at just that place wes hurled

thirty yerds into the,ilg**

-
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(ol  isione 8
prediction that the conquest

of Iwo Jima

vill be completed in a few days is based in part on aJ//

simple factor - water/\There are vast miles of water all

around that small islpnd, but the Japs seem to be in the

sad state of the Ancient Mariner - "Water, water,

everywhere, Nor\ean op to drink."

Brigadier General Holland Smith, commanderGr\
the Marines, indicated@ today that the water supplies
available to the Japs on Iwo Jima are insufficient.
They've got to depend largely on rain water, WE=HE=tHE}P
caught and stored in barrels and cisterns during

reinstorms, and many of .those barrels and cisterns have

J

been smeshed by American artillery shells. sccneral ~ae

said that the Jap infiltration tactics have been incited

by the need of water - the Japs sneaking into American

lines in an effort to get som;?('Each day," he added,

"we fing evidence that the
&panese are beconing
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more jittery." ®nd that's a thing likely to be caused

by a water shortage.

All of which adds up to thet statement by
the commander of the Marines: "We expect to take this

island in a few more days."

The militery picture shows the marines pushing
up the west coast of Iwo Jinaf;;;é a general offensive
A
It*ﬂaunched Ytesterday. They are now wit hin a little

more than a mile of the northwest corner of the island.



The letest tells of 2 new attack by the marines

at the center of the islend, which geined some ground.




————

Fragmentary accounts drifting in about new American
sir blows against Japan proper became a rounded picture
this afternoon, this - with a dispatch fron headquarters
out there. There were two assaults - launched on
successive days. One of these was against Tokyo - smd
carrier based planes of the fleet collaboraé;;,with the
Army's B-29s. The Navy bombers assailed two big aircraft
factories on the outskirts of the Jap capital, and left
them in flaming ruins. And, while this was going on,

the Superfortresses were sm2shing military targets in the

heart of Tokyo itself.

Today's bulletin from Admiral Nimitz states

that thii:trt!s% assault on Tokyo was made in exceedingly
A

bad weather, and this wes expanded by the Japs, who tell

of & snowstorm - the double assault by the carrier planes

and the B-29s having been made in something of a

Japanese blizzard.
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Thet was one day's work, and the next day the

carrier based planes hurled tons of bombs on a tiny
bit of land out at sea - tiny but important. This was
the little island of Hachijo, one of those splinters of i
land thet lie off Japan. Habhijo was of large ;
i
consequence 2ts a technological place - the little ialand?
crammed with the installations of applied science. g
Thet is, Hachijo was an aircraft warning center - |
headquarters for equipment like radar, which gave the

Japs sdvance notice of the approach of American planes.

Now the island won't give much Warning - not after the

deluge of American bombs that turned the massed |

appliances of technology into heaps of rubbish.

The dispatch from Admiral Nimitz tells us that

Jap resistance on both days was light - herdly more than

2 hundred enemy planes appearing in the sky, and these

Dot ezger for battle.
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On the Rhintand plain before the city of
Cologne, the last river barrier is a streanm called the
Erft, and today American tanks and infantry reached
that river - putting them within eight miles of the
metropolis of the Rhine. That's the geographical fact
behind the general statement that the whole Nazi
Rhineland defense has cracked wide open, with American
forces driving ahead against comparatively light

opposition.

The Ninth Army column that reached the Erft

River made a swing to the north, in the direction of

Canadian forces - these have been driving down toward

the industrial Ruhr,and at last reports the Amerifans

and the Canzdians were within ten miles of a junction.

And these mx last repo

time - because General Hodges, Ninth Army commander,

hes clamped on a news blackout, Censorship is hidi
ng

B e e

rts may be cons iderably behind the
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new thrusts in that sector so near to Cologne - so as
not to give the enemy possible bits of useful infmzmztxx
information. A news blackout like that usually means
that something important is happening. And, if so, s;ui
heppening at the gateway of Cologne.

One other telltale sign is the surrender of
Germans. The news tells of the Ninth and First Armies
sweeping into thirty-five German towns - and capturing
prisoners by the thousands. And when German soldiers
begin giving up easily and in large gumbora, it usually
means a lot.

"It's a real breakthrough this time," cables
a United Press correspondent. "Everything is moving.

and moving fast - a tale of the Normandy break-through

all over again," says the dispatch.



The huge air assault against Nazi Germany was
continued todey, with a news dispatch calling it - "the
greatest non-stop aerial offensive of the war." It has
!
!

Leipzig. Thirty-five hundred planes smashed Nazi targets,
I

been going day after day, the latest target being %
¥

and of these eleven hundred were Flying Fortresses and

Liberators of General Jimmy Doolittle's Eighth Air Force.
Thq,o hit Leipzig, concentrating on the railway centers
of Germany's fifth largest city.

Yesterday's target, Berlin, va5«f1311n¢

today. News reports tell of great fires, heavy loss

of s life, and a wild panic. We are told that nimllor'1
cohorts of killers had to go into action to quell a wild

outbreak of fear - after yesterday's violent bombing of

Berlin.
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And tonight it'e the szme story all over
egain for Berlin. A London dispatch tells of an attack
by Mosquitos. Those swift and nimble plenes went all

%
{
the wvey to Berlin and dropped four thousand pound bombs.
!
!
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On the Fastern Front the sector in the news

tonight is Pomerania. That Geruan province on the Baltﬁ

has been a salient extending along the northern flank

of the Soviet armies. Now, it's a salient in process o
destruction. Moscow news tells of a swift Russian
drive into Pomerania, with an advance of twenty-five

miles in one dayi TheSoviets M’ur the Baltic,

and Red Army troops are now within twenty-nine miles of

the sea. This represents a three-day gain for a total
of more than forty-three miles, and threatens to trap
large German forces in Pomerania and in the city'of

Danzig.



SSA
Winston Churchillﬁpoday upheld the

Polish settlement agreed upon by the Big Three

at the Yalta Cgﬁfgsgnnn~35;:7;;ine Minister demanded

8@ vote of confidence, and an okay for the agreements

he made at Yalta with Premier Stalin and President

Roosevelt.



i

| Churchill

ﬁ MW“CI"“ that the Soviet

|
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claim for pre-war Polish territory had been acceded to
because it was just - and not because Stalin held the

trusp cards. "I repudiate and repulse,® he cried, "any
suggestion that we are making a questionable compromise

or yielding to force or fear." .To which he added the

reninder that Poland, in return, will get slices of
German territory.

Criticfs have complained that, because of this,
defeated Cermany will in the future be at permanent
ennity with Poland - trying to get the lost Gernan

territory back. Churchill answered that as follows:

"We need not feel,® said he, "that the task of holding

these new lands will be too heavy for Poland, or that l

it will bring about another Germen revenge, OF that it |

will - to use a conventional phrase - 18y the seed of

future war."
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Why won't it? Here is ‘“hurchill's reply:
*We intend to take steps fare more drastic and effective
than those which followed the last var, because we know
such more about this business." He s2id that this time
the Allies would, in the Churchillian words, "render all
offensive action by Cermany impossible for generations
to come." The new world organization that is to be
formed will take care of that - "because," said

Churchill, "it won't shrink from the use of force-of-

arms against an evil-doer or an evil-planner."

Chufohiil stated fufther th€t Grest Britpfn will,

that he wordmg f th/

cy/
i'Ply/Big/‘(ree /ec/ognit n of tho Lubl regi/u‘ b

“/Bp,onsored by/the}ovie 4110 Pr/kﬁo Iintsto/o{atod’

Ld( t}yat/Lond/n will n/ rogogniz;/ﬁae}/l}/ /



Churchill climexed with a reference to a promise
made by Stalin at Yalta. The Soviet Premier affirmed what
Churchill called "the most solemn declarations for the
meintenance of the sovereign independence of Poland,

in which the United States and Great Britain joined.’

The Poles,” he s, "will have their future in their

own hands - with the single limitation that they must

honestly follow, in harmony with their Allies, a policy

e

friendly toward Russia.®
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Here's a weird one - a story about the inventor
of wireless. An Italian newspaper today prints what it
claims to be, the secret of the death of Marconi. He,
says the newspaper, invented a death fay - a weird and
terrifying apparatus for use in war. Thep, he killed
himeelf - to avoid turning the death ray apparatus over
to Mussolini.

The newspaper account states that the

contraption was demonstrated in the presence of the |
|

Fascist Duce in Nineteen Thirty-Seven, and it caused all

automobiles in the area of Rome to stop in a most
aysterious way. I, for one, recall that particular tale,

and told it on the air. It came from the most authentic

sources - the weird stopping of the automobiles.

Today's version states that Mussolini wanted

the device for war, but Marconi demurred - thinking

of the uses to which the Fascists might put his MI:.
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1nvention:«The Italian newspaper states that Marconi,
a devout Catholic, went to the Pope, and made his
confession - then committed suicide.

It sounds fantastic - the attitude of the

Catholic Church toward self-destruction being well known.
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The President's home-coming trip from the
Yalta Conference has a mournful note in the news released

today - the death of Major General Edwin M. Watson, one

of the White House secretaries. Pop Watson was, bhe

with President Roosevelt at the
2

Big Three conference and succumbed on the returan trip -
Q.cubrwﬂaebxaue 16&~n4$"¢°qr!o

-ttt:::l.::#—tttcnfl He wes sixty-one years old and
had been in ill health for some time.

Pop Watson earned his parental nickname in his

youth - when he was a football playing cadet at West
Point. Graduating at twenty-four; he was the oldest man

in his class, and the others called him - "Pop".

His presidential gservice in recent years was

t
nothing new for him. He was & junior aide to FENRacn

st
Vilson during the Peace Conference after the fir

World w£¥'-f%:§3§%;’served with distinction in France.
A

R
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¥hen President Roosevelt first took office, he
named Pop Watson as his military aide, and them, in
Bineteen Thirty-Nine, appointed him as onme of the White
gouse secretaries. He became a Major General, and was

one of the President's closest associates.




BQMANCE

The way the Army Post Office can get s soldier's

mail mixed up can be annoying, exasperating, enraging -
or just simply wonderful. That final adjective comes
from a couple married in Pittsburgh today.
The bride is a Sergeant of the WACS, , sosigned
and some
vhile ago she wrote a letter to am 0ld school friend,
a soldier in the infantry - Sergeant Ray Ellis. Who

knows - the letter might porhap; have resulted in one

of those romances between former schoolmates. But the

s S——— el et o <

Arny mailman stepped in - with a most magnificent
blunder. The l.ct»t'e/r szitten-by—the—fSergeent—ofthe—W1ed |
Ugot into & mail bag destined for the Aleutians, vhere

another Sergeant Ray Ellis was on duty - no relation

of the soldier to whom the letter was addressed. There

d
Just happened to be two Sergeants jn the aray name

R&y Ellls.
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Up on the bleak northern island of Attu, Ray
]
got the wrong letter. FHe read it with some surprise
]
and then wrote to the WAC Serge saying - there must

> have been some mistake. She wrote back - yes, there

had been a mistake.

After that they kept writing to each other. The
mistake turning into an inspiration on the part of tﬁ@
blundering Army mailman -- cupid in disguise;

Sergeant Ray Ellis got a furlough home - and

hastened to Pittsburgh, where he met the girl of the
letters - and they were married today.
And that's how a possible romance of one time

schoolmates did not happen - although the bride did

become a Mrs. Ray Ellis. After not a comedy of errors.

A romance of errors. ]

And how about a dissertation om love or something

from you, Hugh.
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The Navy gives us a resume' of losses during

the great sea and air sweeps against Japan since

December First. During that time, the planes of American

aircraft carriers have destroyed a known total of
sixteen hundred and ten Japanese planes, and in addition
another thousand wsrs probably destroyed or knowa to
have been damaged.

What about our own losses? The Navy answers -

& hundred and seventy-eight planu.é-hﬁ.—nuy—nﬂ

destroyed—in-the—ecerrier—tesk—force assuults whieh-

renged—aii—tire—vay—tron—indo-Sirtma—tu-ToRyU—tteeifs)

Compare the figures with the totdl of Japanese planes

i&—m and we have a ratio of

e
about nine to one - which fits the picture that we have,

had for a long ' ime now, & huge preponderence of

Japanese losses.

Another summary of air action comes froa the

[ —
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Philippines - and it may be even more important in a

strategic sense. (No

[}l th isl,(nds/bogu ’ an Alerin/n squadrons of the

4
4 » ,
AN gyoﬁerati the Philippine ba}u/. Ve were remindel
’ p ’
the” time, Of the inp/o tance o}/tiuu bases - lyi

ad the MaeArthur 1nntﬁn

us that American planes based on the Philippines have

now established a tight patrol across the South China

Sea, striking at every enemy vessel that comes along.

To date they have hit a hundred and thirteen enemy cargo

‘:ﬁg operating along the sealanes beiween Japan and
A

the conquered Japanese Empire. Thus far, in !obruar:}

forty have been sunk and forty-sevel demaged. All of

h
which means that Philippine-based planes have cul the

Jap lifeline.



CHURCHILL - 3

Why won't it? Here is “hurchill's reply:
*We intend to take steps fare more drastic and effective
than those which followed the last war, because we kmow
much more about this business."™ He szid that this time
the Allies would, in the Churchillian words, "render all
offensive action by Cermeny impossible for generations
to come." The new world organization that is to be
formed will take care of that - "because," said

Churchill, "it won't shrink from the use of force-of-

arms against an evil-doer or an evil-planner."

_Chufchill stated further /th{t Great 3?1{ vill, |

rd
s’

/§6; the present, continue ﬁp/g;cog ze the exilﬁg/

A D /%
7/113h government 1n/}ondon t/4h18 ig/spzte/of the fact j
/ / ." & / {
that/the vordlng/éf the Dé@laratdon of Yalta gﬁpmed to |
/ , ¥ g J L ‘ |
iNDIY/% Blg/Three recogn1t16n of the Lublin regimé.
// /
4 g p The Prrne Hlnister/éiated

thu sponsored by the bOVIetS

t6€:y that Londgn/will no t regogn1z;/f£eayﬁg1}a
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————

provisional -Goverarent—until—it—hes been—sltored. se
was sgraed upon-at=Yalta - bresdened—+to—include-other
Relieh political-elements —

Churchill climexed with a reference to a promise
made by Stalin at Yalta. The Soviet Premier affirmed what
Churchill called "the most solemn declarations for the
meintenance of the sovereign independence of Poland,
in which the United States and Great Britain joined.

The Poles," he =@ " "will have their future in thoir\

own hands - with the single limitation that they must

honestly follow, in harmony with their Allies, a policy

I

friendly toward Russie." -

E——
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Here's a weird one - a story about the inventor

of wireless. An Italian newspaper today prints what it
claims to be, the secret of the death of Marconi. He,
says the newspaper, invented a death fay - a weird and
terrifying apparatus for use in war. Thep, he killed
himeelf - to avoid turning the death ray apparatus over
to Mussolini.

The newspaper account states that the
contraption was demonstrated in the presence of the
Fascist Duce in Nineteen Thirty-Seven, and it caused all
automobiles in the area of Rome to stop in a most

mysterious way. I, for one, recall that particular tale,

and told it on the air. It came from the most authentic

sources - the weird stopping of the automobiles.

Today's version states that Mussolini wanted

the device for wzr, but Marconi demurred - thinking

of the uses to which the Fascists might put hig JnauL@i_
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invention. The Ttalian newspaper states that Marconi,
a devout Catholic, went to the Pope, and made his
confession - then committed suicide.

It sounds fantastic - the attitude of the

Catholic Church toward self-destruction being well known.



The President's home-coming trip from the

Yalta Conference has a mournful note in the news released
today - the death of Major General Edwin M. Watson, one

of the White House secretaries. Pop Watson was, the

with President Roosevelt at the

Big Three conference and succumbed on the return trip -

2 eeelral Kewnosrage
uitt:::ﬁsi!b—st%cn%x He wes éixty-one years old and

had been in ill health for some time.

Pop Watson earned his parental nickname in his

youth - when he was a football playing ceadet at West
Point. Graduating at twenty-four, he was the oldest man

in his class, and the others celled him - "Pop®.

His presidential service in recent years was

nothing new for him. He was & junior aide to President

t
Yilson during the Peace Conference after the firs

-~

El World wapr - hezh}/ served with distinction in France.
A
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When President Roosevelt first took office, he
nemed Pop Watson as his military aide, and then, in
Nineteen Thirty-Nine, appointed him as one of the White
House secretaries. He became a Major General, and was

one of the President's closest associates.
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The way the Army Post Office can get a soldier's

meil mixed up can be annoying, exasperating, enraging - i

or just eimply wonderful. That final adjective comes %

from a couple married in Pittsburgh today. ﬁ

The bride is a Sergeant of the IACS,)laoéga.¢
‘0—%*°‘w*g'*€trﬁi*4ﬂt*0¥fiee—&ﬁ~3£bobarg§(/and some
vhile azago she wrote a letter to an old school friend,
a soldier in the infantry - Sergeant Ray Ellis. Who
knows - the letter might perhapé have resulted in one
of those romances between former schoolmates. But the
Army mailman stepped in - with a most magnificent

blunder. The letter WM

Ugot into a mail bag destined for the Aleutians, where

another Sergeant Ray Ellis was on duty - no relation

of the soldier to whom the letter was addressed. There

i d
Just happened to be two Sergeants 1n the army neame

Ray Ellis,

4_____--‘
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Up on the bleak northern islang of Attu, Ray

got the wrong letter. FHe read it with some surprise
’

and then wrote to the WAC Serge saying - there must
have been some mistake. She wrote back - yes, there
had been a mistake.

After that they kept writing to each other. The
mistake turning into an inspiration on the part of the
blundering Army mailman -- cupid in disguise.

Sergeant Ray Ellis got a furlough home - and
hastened to Pittsburgh, where he met the girl of the
letters - and they were married today.

And that's how a possible romance of one time
schoolmates did not happen - although the bride did
become a Mrs. Ray Ellis. After not a comedy of errors.

A romance of errors.

And how about a dissertation on love or something

from you, Hugh.
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The Navy gives us a resume' of losses during

the great sea and air sweeps against Japan since

[spsaier Pipet. DUSHEE TR0 HARN the planes of American L
aircraft cerriers have destroyed a known total of
sixteen hundred and ten Japanese planes, and in addition
another thousand wsTrs probably destroyed or known to

have been damaged.

What about our own losses? The Navy answers -

2 hundred and seventy-eight planes.é-m—ﬂnr""‘

testroyed —in-the-carr jer —treg-k-fvrcragmmm

Compare the figures with the total of Japznese planes

W and we have & ratio of .

A

about nine to one - which fits the picture that we have A

had for a long ime NOW, a huge preponder.ncc of i

Japanese losses.

Another summary of air action comes from the

Sprea— ——
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;yhan Americéﬁ squadrons of the
' 4 /

9ﬁ:began operaﬁ/pélth

Philippine bases. Ye were renxndc‘t

\

9t/29p tlme///f the 1m£\}

afgng thé South China Sea,

.

of Ahe vast empire se;;éﬁ by t

fngs the story of whﬂ{/has b
us that American planes based on the Philippines have

now established a tight patrol across the South China

; long.
Sea, striking at every enemy vessel that comes along

cargo
To date they have hit a hundred and thirteen enemy © o §

2 and
::iézg:'operating along the gealanes between Japan
A

i in February
the conquered Japanese Empire. Thus far,i ,

d. All of
forty have been sunk and forty-seven damage

_based planes have cut the

which meesns that Philippine’

Jap lifeline.

I—



