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treaty of military alliance with Germany, and wee bound by that
pact to vset lmmedlately into the war. Mussolini was villing,
sald Hitler today. The Duce was d-termined to march to battle
with the Fuehrer.

xfrxanexiunxir A Howaver, Ttaly stayed out of the war for some
time. Why? Pecause of what Hitler called - those same elements
wvhich now have brouvht about the surrender. Obviously, he meant
the King and Marshal Badoglio and 1imilar rinded people - they
were opposed to *talian entrance into the war, and stopped it
for a while.

Hitler stated today that he did not insist, because
he understood the difficulties that faced Mussolini in the
business of dragging Italy into the maelstrom. He said he left
it up to Rome, whether to enter the war or not.

"At last, in ninetern forty", said Hitler, "Mussolini
succeeded in overcomins difficulties and stepped in on the side
of Germany"., Msmminxxx Meaning - that was the time o4the fall
of France, and Mussolini's success in overcoming difficulties

was based on the notion that Germsny nad won the wur. And the

stab 1t the back encued.
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The Nazi Fuenhrer insisted that the Fascist Duce had ‘
stuck along with Germany right down to the end of nis dictatorshipj
And Hitler declared that Italian defeats were not caused by

Italian military weaknes: or German lack of support. He

charged that the war was x=m sabotaged by those same elements

that had opposed Italy's ever cetting into it, and then these

elements brought about the capitulation - the King and Badoglio
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The allies have made another laniing in Italy, at a

most strateglc point - the Suxmx great harbor and raval base at

et ——e
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Tag'ntoggJ;;:;—;gain, because of the peculiar configuration

o

of the ~tallan peninsula - the boot - it is easy to locate a
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place. Taq*nto is in tne arch of the boot, batween the toe and
the heel. This port has been famous since remote antiquity.

In times of classic Greece and home, it was the greatest Greek

city in southern Italy - Tarantum. Modern Italy made it a
number one naval station in the southern part of the country.

@
Today's news tells how Tas&nto was captured by British seaborne
troops, who stormed ashore under tne protection of naval guns.
They swiftly took both the city and the harbor, and that places

them only forty miles from the Adriatic Sea and the Port of

-

Briniisi, which 1s on the heel of the bmtxmx boot.

That heel 1s just across from the Balkans, eeparated by
a4 Strait of msdmr¥m moderate width from Albania - a natural
springboard for an ‘nvasion of Albania. And, indeed, there are

rumors of an allied invasion force on its way to selze that

Balkan kingdomy, which Mussolini grobted not lony before the wap
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broke out. The ”’"% from Albania is that the Germans have

disarmed the 4+tnilans there, and are rushing tronps in to

forestall a landing by the United Nati-ns.

&5 The battle for Naples, AmeYY™En and British troopsﬁ
under General Clark have crushed five poserful Germsn counter-
attacks. The Nazis are firshting stubbornly. Their five counter-

attacks, however, vere beaten off, and the British and Americans

battere: their way inland in heavy firchtine. We are informed N

today that the landings, prv\'iﬂusly\?‘escribed as beinrs generally

in the vicinity of Naples, were actualiy made in the Bay of Salemr

—

which is to the south of ks Nanle.—..\ XOne surmise would be that

the immeMate e+t atery is to slash/inland and cut the important

_/
Farther eouth, the British, 1~ pushing up dm from the

toe of the boot, captur«® another town, and comnleted the control

/

of that srovince - s CM




