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GOOD EVENING EVERYBODY:

President Johnson today set aside his personal
plans for Christmas - when House Republicans mustered
enough votes to delay action oa the Foreign Aid Bill
until tomorrow. Mister Johnson had planned to leave
Washington tonight for his Texas ranch. lastead - he
has t urned his full attention to the House battle over
the money bill. Actually - the hassel is not over
money. A three billion dollar figure has been agreed
on - for foreign economic and military sssistance.

The bone of contention is a rider which would
forbid the use of government credit guarantees to help ,
finance the pending wheat sale to Russia - and which
raises the issue of which end of Pennsydvania Avenue

shapee American foreign policy. Democratic Senate
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leaders are keeping the door open for the vote on
the compromise aid bill if the House manages to pass

it tomorrow.



Jack Buby looked outwardly calam as he set in
s Dallas courtroom today. A detective at the bail
hearing testified that Ruby looked equally at ease
wher he stepped from a crowd and shot Lee Harvey
Oswald - the accused assassin of Presideat Kemnedy.
Buby listened intently to his attorney's efforts to
get him out of jail umtil he is brought to trial om a
aurder charge. But the judge ruled that Ruby must go
back to jail without bomd uatil January tenth - whea
the bail hearimg will resuse. |

Defense attorney Melvinm Belli also requested
that the hearing be moved to another city - expressing
doubt that BRuby would get a fair trial im Dallas.
District Judge Joe Browa said he will consider the

demand for a change of zmvenue when he resumes Kuby's

second bond hearing. One witmess - a nineteen year old

dancer at Ruby's night club - was stopped at the
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courtroom door - amd relieved of a saud nosed 25-
caliber pistel in her purse - by inspectiag police
matrons. The girl - kaown as Little Lymn - told
police she was carrying the gua because her life had

been threatened. 1t was not leaded.
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It's beginning to look a lot like Uhristmas -
in many parts of the couatry - hit by the heaviest
snowfalls of the century. Snow is piled sixteen
inches deep in VWest Nirginia and Meamphis, Tennessee
is experiencing its heaviest snowfall simce 1892.
Heavy snow warnings are up froam Tennessee to New
England.

But for the vacationing Lowell Thomas - it's
all sunshine, song and gentle summer breeses. He

sends us this report froam Hawaii. Lowell...
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Deep orange flames coatinue to sputter forth
from the Greek limer Lakonia tonight - nearing her end
in the Eastern Atlaatic. Bright red and yellew
lifebelts are bobbing on the water near sbandoned
lifeboats and rafts. Leaving vhite trails as t hey
spesd over the waves are boats froa five rescue ships
- combing the area for more survivors.

At latest count 876 persons have been rescued
from the blazing cruise liner - which caught fire
last night about five hundred miles off the Moroccan
coast of North Africa. By early this evening - 24

bodies had been recovered - leaving 136 persons
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unaccounted for.

Tonight - racked by explosions - red hot from

the flames - the once-proud cruise ship lay dead in

the water. Credited with saving hundreds of lives is

an electronic computor located in Hew York - which
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stands watch over the ships at sea - tellimg the

Coast Guard almost instantly which ships could best

aid the stricken liner - as the 8.0.8. rang out.
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The dream of eleven Year old Julie Gill came

true today. Julie - who is crippled - lives ia
Wichita, KLansas. Her dream, as she wrote President
Johnson, was to visit him in the White House. Mister
Johnson wrote back that he would be happy to see hor.‘ |
Last week - Julie, her pareantcs and her three sisters j
set out for Washington - driving straight through in |
Thirty-four hours. Today - Julie met with the
President in his office - gave him a big kiss and a

tiny package. lnside - the President found a key riang

- and attached to it - a mustard seed - the Biblical
symbol of faith. “"That" - said the President - "is

a mighty fine key ring.* That's the news - as Lowell

would say, "So lomg umtil tomorrow."



