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A Swedish newspaper quotes an official
Nazi spokesman as saying that the Germans expect
an Allied invasion of Europe within two weeks.
This it is explained is the opinion of well-
informed persons in Germany - presumably persons
close to the German government. Invasion within
two weeks, say they. And London has word that
next week Hitler is going to announce the appointment
of an anti-invasion commander -- Rommel. The Old
Desert Fox who was driven mxt out of the Desert.

He will try to stop the invasion -- 8ays London.



SECOND_FRONT

Today the German war commentator,

Captain

Ludwig Sertorius, declared: "Invasion is relatively

e ———————— Ry
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noar'.\ And this military expert saigd h;%;;;;E‘Bis
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opinioil on facts disclosed by German reconnaisance.
The Na{zis he indicated have spied military moves
in EnJlland -- concentrations of shipping in the
harbo *s of southern England, and increased %m
transportation of troops on British railways and

highways.

om all of which the Germans deduce } —

Fr
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Moﬂ ths second front, —Aopm
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vithin three days Commandos hit at the island of
Sark, one of the Chennel Isles, fifteen miles
off the French coast, the Cherbourg Peninsula. The
Nazis claim that the raids were "unsuccessful™ which
may merely mean that they were hit and run, not
permanent. We've heard before that Commandos raids
are a likely preliminary as the zero hour approaches,
and this opinion was expressed again in London
today, with the surmise that the attacks reported
_ be
by the Germans might well h’(l a sign of the mmaxex
nearness of the second front.
are:—

Other indications‘K the most intensive
landing exercises by the American troops. They are
described as the most realistic ever conducted by

the United States Army -- whole towns evacuated,

great stretches of the country side cleared of

everything, turned into x®x No Man's Land. Beaches
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bristling with pill boxes, like the German

fertifications across the Channel. And against

barges
thesﬁA?nxxlg!’\of troops are sent, practice landings,

R s

vhile naval guns kr hurl shells against the theoretical|
enemy, and batteries of artillery simulating the work
defending guns
oﬁﬂflflnlil ) § 44°f the Germans lay barrages just
over the heads of the troops. Machine guns rattle
and bombs and shells burst. The landing-exercises
are being conducted with live ammunition, and
officers in Britain stated today that they are

causing casualties, real casualties. The High

Command is said to have adopted the theory that ikm

it is better to losc a few men in the maneuvers WVWow~

Mﬂt/\so as to give/\experience and skill, thaen

to lose many more in the invasion-battle to come.




BERLIN
Berlin was being bombed again tonight .

according to reports that Sweden has from Germany.

There was a bombing lull over the Christmas holidays

but now the R.A,F. is in action sgain battering

the already badly battered Berlin.



Air action in Italy features American

bombers and German rocket-shooting planes. An
air-mada of Liberators blgeted the key railroad

yards of the City of Vicenza which is on the main
line through northeastern Italy. The Liberators
fought their way through a dsp defending screen of
sixty rocket planes. A series of air battles ensued
and nineteen hostile planes were shot down. Eleven
American planes were lost in this Vicenza raid wm

an® the bombing of targets near Rome.



We have official word op what the Nazis
claim was an American bombing of the City of Rome.
The Germans tell stories of important sections
being hit with a blasting of famous cultural and
religioue monuments and declare that the attacking
planes machine-gunned civilians. This is countered
xm by a precise Allied statement which informs us
that the American bombers hit nothing but Nazi air
bases outside g# Rome. 'The nearest was four miles
South of the Eternal City. Another was seven miles
southeast and still another well beyond the

northeastern outskirts of Rome.



ITALY_

A communique from Italy states:- r"The

bitter struggle for Ortone is over". Montgomery's
Eighth Army troops have finally completed the -
capture & that savagely defended place.

But now we hear of -- Villa Grande.
That town in being assailed by Indian troops
and is em being so stubbornly defended that Eighth
Army men believe that Vilia Grande may imexxixins
prove to ' another Rrskamax Ortona.’WOn the
Fifth Army side General Clark's troops are pushing
on from their captured mountain positions and

Y.

fiaited—Shetde correspondent '‘Reynolds Packard
A

tells us that they have stormed tkes a summit,
the name of which he kxxmzisx translates from u(_(

Itafﬁs --":._he P_ill of the erngry Eats.' kX



ADD_ITALY

The latest from the Fifth Army front
relates that teday American troops broke £k into
the stronghold of San Vitore, where the Germans

are putting up another one of those stubborn house

to house battles.



This afternoon London gave us an
account of the latest British Naval success.
This following the sinking of the Nazi battleship
Scharnhorst.

In the Bay of Biscay American scout planes
spotted a German mxinaval force at sea. Also --
a German blockade runner trying to sneak in supplies
for the German war machine. Apparently the ﬁaval
squadron was out to protect the blockade rumner.
Instead, the squadron itself needed protection
which it didn't get. Guided by the American

scout planes, British warships raced in and

won a smashing victory, -- sinking three Nazi

destroyers and also the blockade runner.



London has word that the sinking of the
Scharnhorst has caused an uproar in the German
Admiralty. And the London Daily Telegraph reports
that Admiral Doenits, the Commander-in-Chief of

the German Navy has resigned.



RUSSIA
/—\

The Soviets announce the‘r capture of
Korosten, that city the importanfe of which is

ind icated by the fact that it's a railroad b & ¢

junction M five lines converge.

At the same time the Russians have

launched a new offensive in the bend of the Dnieper.

—

And Mose®ow reports that the whole German line
in the maxtkwxmzim northwest Ukraine is falling
apart with the Red forces sweepkng toward the
pre-war Polish frontier -- fifty miles away.
And far to the North, Soviet forces

are banging at the gates of Vitebsk, the German

bastion in upper White Russia.



JAP_OFFENSIVE
The Japs uttered a great b;’ threat today,

a mouth-filling boast. a Tokyo official announced

that in Nineteen Yorty-four the Japs would stage

wvhat he called -- a mighty offensive. He intimated

that the Japanese High Command is planning vﬁat

he called - "an offensive to drive the last ximki

vestige of AnglO-Saxon influence from Ea;t;rn Agia",
Which, I suppose, will be welcome news

to the United Nations Higﬁ Command -- if they

believe it. The smashing of a large scale Jap

assault certainly would seem to be a thing to

shorten the war.



NEW_BRITAIN

Here's the latest from the southwest

Pacific. It states thaih;;; American Marines‘;;:‘—~\

now within a mile of the air base at Cape Gloucester-

the flying field which is their major goal in that

”~ e t—

arf:LJ/Apparently the enemy is putting up a good

deal of resistence because a spokesman for General
MacArthur states: "The Japanese are operating

against our western prerimeter in strength®.



SQUTH_SEAS_SAINT

The news from the South western Pacific

tonight tells of an American wvhom the pious
Polynesian natives call -- St. Michael. His pals
in the infantry, however, call him "The King of

the Gooks". The soldieuy&own there calllihe native

tribesmen "gooks",.
On Tiday Island, Private Michael Maida of

Syracuse, New York)fonnd that the natives were

missionaries

Catholics, converted b%«,illillli!il’\frOI Rome.

Private Mike himself is of that faith, as practiced
in Syracuse. With that bond of fellowship, he
made friends with the islanders and soon achieved

a place of high ‘honor among them. He read bible

stories to them, reciting the sacred legend of the

egigns _cgn ered him a
gospely t-i-rie piousﬁggiiglg%tllllili}glilgll

holy man -- and nicknamed him -- Saint Michael.



SOUTH_SEAS SAINT - 2
They built a grass hut for him and brought
him native food and cocoanut wine ang great baskets

of fruit every day. "All I wanted was mine for

the asking", relates the American Doughboy Saint

But no, there was something else, something

i
|
|
Michael, and all because he read them Bible atoriei. !
o
!
more. |

The soldier from Syracuse told the tribesmen
that he himself was half Polynesian and to make the
tall tale really good he informed them that he was
a son of a former king of theirs. That whopper
impressed them immensely, and ‘they paid him honor

as their own South Seas royalty.

For his Bible stories, he is St. Michael -

vhile his bare-faced 1lying entitles hin to the rank

of - thasKing of the Gooks.



Washington today wag busy interpreting

President Roosevelt's formal abandonment of the

term "New Deal", which now goes out gf the window,

W‘Wm
oS—opvech—io—sxp'oeo\;_-—iéohed~ont7~oe—gt::g,

o 2wEX One assumption is that it’s a move

in the direction of a fourth term campaign, a
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maneuver to pacify conservative Democrats in
preparation for the Democratic Convention.
Some of the left wingers in the Administratio
forces are muttering that the President is running
The
out on his political philosophy. !hsi, of course,
are the arch New Dealers, and the Presidential

repudiation
repudiation of the name sounds like aArlpiCl

of them also. MW
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pleased,
A?llllli

The conservative Democrats are
particularly those from the south, and they've

been growling at the New Deal for a long time,|and

~——

only recentlx/§enator Johnson of Colorado stated!
"the New Deal is throughﬂ'and}he added;- "if the
Democratic party persists on hanging onto its
dead corpse it will lose the Senate,  the House,
and the governors of every northern and westera

state in the next election®.
One line of speculatien in Washington

today concerns Presidential advisor and intimate

friend, Hﬁrry Hopkin: %Ee conservatives regard as

arch New Dealer Number One. With the Presidept

getting rid of the name what's he to do with its



NEW_DEAL - 3

physical embodiment in the person of Hopkins.
There were Washington guesses today that the next
presidential move may be to ease Hopkins out, or
maybe ease him up. One way might be to send hinm
off on some post overseas and get‘hil out of the

country as the Nineteen Forty-four campaign draws

near.



SOLDIER_ENTERTAINMENT

m—

Gary Cooper is just back from a tour of

e——

Sotbh Pacific war camps, where he and a group of
other stars put on shows for the boys. And his
report is summarized in the statement: "An awful

ham can be a howling success at the war fronts."

—

"Bringing entertainment to those boys out
there" says Gary Cooper, "is so simple it's slmost
criminal they don't get more of it.” From which we

gather that the troops were eager to laugh at almost

caid: "That was no lady that was my wife."

"They were so appreciative," said Gary

a8

|
|
any joke at all. They even howled if the comedian

Cooper, "you flelt like bawling at times. They are
beginning to wonder if they are forgotten back home, |

they almost wonder if the United States is still on

the map.

But apparently there's ane kind of entertain-

ment that the soldiers oversear don't go for at all,

vhen they hear someone on the radio broadcasting

from home and telling them what fine feligzi_tiiyare4-




and what a good job they are doing, thgy switch to
Radio Tokyo. Well, Radio Tokyo must be rather funny
at times, and might provide some stiff competitienm
for any comedian.

A news sbory from Algiers tells of the
opening of a Frank Sinatra film-feature in Algiers.
It was presented in a barrack of the WAES, a barrack
that used to be a convent. The convent surroundings
must have made it peculiar -- instaed of hymns chanted
by the Nuns -- Frank Sinatra crooning. The audience
consisted of WACS and soldiers, and we are told that
gsome of the WACS nearly swooned in the usual way of
the feminine Sinatra fans.

"He does make my blood Fizz," sighed one

soldierétte nuoting a line from the picture. The

o
swooning ecstasy displayed by some of the WAC® was

not at all echoed by the soldiers. LThey growled

in disgust.



and finally called off, when the three unions that

had been holding out cancelled their orders for a

walk out. }In doing this they carried out a pledge

that they had given previously in the day to

Secretary of War Stimson -- a promise to call off

the strike.
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BoW=aow the railroadaAaro being run by

the Army -- with no walk out in prospect. 8o

what about President Roosewelt's declaration that

the gpvernment intends to give up the control of the

railroads as soon as it is sure the workers will

stay on their jobs? The Wgshington word is that,

though the strike threat has ended, the Army will

remain in charge until the whole question of



lines

will be returned to private




§ FOLLO¥ _STRIXKE ' EE—

Today the unexpected happened -- a
surprise that one might %r dream of witnessing
at a ship launching. At Oakland, California a
cargo vessel was to be sent down the ways, and
the usual ceremonies of =x christening were enacted,
the ritual shown so often in the newsreels.
There were eight hundred guests, including two
hundred members of AAHMES Bgrine Temple of

Oakland:??rho Shrine band played stirring music

_and the sponsor was Mrs. Morley E. McKentzie,

vife of the illustrioms imperial puimzzix potentate

r

of the Shrine. J-lltllttﬁﬂclillctic avment came

when Mrs. McKenzie raised the bottle of champagne

send
to christen the ship andﬁeuxtrit down to the sea.

She swung the bottle in perfect christening fashion,

and it smashed with 8 foaming crash.
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FOLLOW_STRIKE - 2

But the ship didnft move. Instead of
sliding down the ways, the vessel stayed ;ight
there. It wae astonishing and the Shriner;
looked at eacﬁ other. What was wrongfL They soon

found out -- a strike. At the last moment the

launching crew walked off the job, going on

strike as the result of a wage dispute. 'rt:v"ﬁléy



CEINESE_EXCLUSION

A late flash gives us an opinion on the

repeal of the Chinese Exclusion Act, an opinion

expressed by the Chinese Generalissimo.in—ea—3etber
teo_Congressnan—Megnusom—el WeERIngtorw. Chiang
Kai Shek declares that the Exclusion Law repeal

was worth "twenty divisions to China®". This

because of the removal of what Chiang Kai Shek
calls "a stigma that has been sorrowfully resented

by China for fifty years®, A‘J




