POLAND

The diplomatic history of the war took a ,p'llt

Soviet l\un:( SOy © g rolatiuu with Poland, Mmouod by

Badio Moscow this morning. M%W

SFUEe T F-EISt0re-=—of-—s—gseet pover breaking off diplomatic

relations with a government in exils, s mvmmtw
% with its om comn ”M

Russian foreign comissar Molotov broke the news to the

Polish ambassador. He sent for him and read him a note that had been
drawm up, a note which included such sentences as, "the attitude of the
Polish government to the U. S. S. R. recently is considered by the
Soviet government as entirely unnormal, breaking all rules snd usances

in the mutual relations of two allied countries.”

h%—v&‘ *The -ludoroua o;npun begun ;yltho
German Fascists, whioch was hostile to the U. S. S. R. in the question
of Polish officers killed by them (the Germens) in the Smolensk region
' territory ocoupied by German troops, was immediately taken up by

the Polish government and stirred up in every way by the Polish offiocia

press,.”
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The note M "The Polish government not cmnly did

pot oppose the mean slander against the U. S, S, R, but even
41d not rind #t necessary to approach the Soviet government with any
questions cn the matter or ask for say explanation."

And it oconoluded: "The Hitlerite authorities, after having
comnitted monstrous orimes against Polish offiocers, are putting wp
o comedy of investigations in the stating of whioh they use some
Polish pro-fasoist elements pioked up by the them om ocoupied Polish
territory where everybody is under the Hitler heel and where every
honest Pole cannot openly express his opiniom.”

Later on, the Russian note acouses the Polish government of

favoring Hitler's tyrsnny and "dealing a trescherous blow to the

Soviet \nton.{ The note says further that the prunt Qo;;n-u [

Poland hes put itself in e position hostile to the Soviet Uniom.
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There is a rumor sheewd that Hitler is planning #» a single

wified command for the defense of all Burope. “&mor
@ comes from Stockholm, where mor-ﬁmawm

M‘#ﬁ is tmt/\%’? has

been holding ssxsswd oconferences with the heads of the vassal states,
Italy, Bulgaria, Bumanis, Norway and Slovakia. H” gave rise to the
report that the objeot of his oconferences was unified oonmd, The
foroes of Bulgaria, Rumania, Italy and all the Nezi vassals @n be
under the Nazi high command.
From Geneva comes a story of German troop movememts to
7
Bulgria, German motorized units Beve=3¥W going south through

Budapest for several days. The inference is that all this has beem dome

to prepare for an Allied invasion of southern Burope, when Bizerte

and Tunis fall. Wm
WM
W.WM-“
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The Nezis in Berlin put on a speoiesl redio show yesterday.
It started with the rosring of drums and a fanfare of trumpets.
Then a spokesman announoed that a Nazi u-boat had fired four torpedoes
into Uncle Sam's airoraft carrier Renger. She sank, olaimed the Nazis,
in the middle of the North Atlantioe.

Our Navy answered this today. Simply not true, nor even
remotely tr:o. A high officer said "neither the Ranger nor any other
United States carrier has been sunk or damaged in any ocean.” The

Navy points out that a year ago, the Germans oclaimed to have sumk our

carrier Waspsy in the Mediterranean.

ot 220, VLo e Voo 100y ua k-
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Gesy
Wot only &as the Remger not,smk, but,ee=Nex lawmched s
brand new airoraft carrier today, the Intrepid . the fourth
Sbip to bear thet name. The new Intrepid is a sister ship to the
Bssex and the new Yorktom.
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McNAIR

Tonight we have more specific information
concerning what happened in North Africa to Lieutenant
General Leslie McNair, Commander of all of Uncle Sam's
Ground Forces. General McNair was in a forward
observation post, watching the American advance-guard
in action. In fact he was at one of the most dangerous
points on the front. The enemy directed heavy artillery
fire against that part of the line, and if it had not
been for his steel helmet, one of our highest ranking
military figures would have been killed. As it was, a
fragment of a steel hell pigrced his helmet and wounded
the General, rather severely. Also he was seriously

vounded in the shoulder.

Generdal McNair made the headlines a few months

back :&:2 his order to our soldiers to get tough and

"kill or be killed." He is particularly noted for his

8kill at training troops - and fur kesping out of the
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news. Temporary command of all our Ground Forces, for
the time being has been turned over to Lieutenant

General Ben Lear.



AYRICA

In Tunisia, one of Uncle Sam's araies is pushing ahead to 7

Bizerte, and the %mnq are rotrutm.guat 45 the news from Allied

Headquarters in North Africa. The Nazis deny it. The Berlin commumique
olaims that in spife of mat numerical superiority, every attempt
to break throu ‘m defeated. Berlin ocontinues: "Break-throughw
of cmcentrated tank detachments were stopped and the enemy repulsed
vith heavy tank losses after violent fighting."

with what our own high ocommand tells
us, Thy ome point on which both sides agre¢ is thet a violent armored

battle is going on, particularly in the central seotor, where the

British first army kmocked out twenty of Von Arnim's mn,- Shin—te

in the region southeast of Medjez-El-Bab, »éwss at the hinge of the Tiwle

bettle front.sw—Fumtm., There, the Geraans threw in most of what tanks
they have left, trying to hold back the British advance. General
Kmneth Anderson's army is mow within seven or eight miles of Pont

% Fahs, The rignting uAgaj‘xonoutntod on the north amnd south

shores of a salt lake morthwest of Pont-Du-Fahs. A few miles to the
fouth, the British have ocaptured | B importent key
8111 position. 4 spokesman for the Allied araies used these words:
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*the eneay has committed most of his armor now and is fighting it out.”
The French nineteer *h aray corps is also pushing ahead. &
Redio Algiers broadocast a communique that the Fremoh forees have broken
through the defemse ring in A Tunisisn mountains and are on the plain
only three miles from Pont-Du-Fahs. After taking Djebvel Mansour, they

edvanced twelve miles in thirty six hours and have a stromg foothold

on the plains, n" captured six important hill positions, taking

sany prisoners and much boo'ty.AMnt been ocounted.

On the British front the battle to, the east of Med jes-Rl-Babd

oontinues Se=ga in our ravor.,\

o

One story tells us that the Germans are pulling out so

fast, after being hammered for more—tinm sixty fiwe hours, that they

e leaving their dead embusied on the hill sides. Hewever;—the

merteen—connendons-ore=2dvencing-sith—§reat—seutl IO F-thep-aaioh

Wrert-Mateour. They—sre—ieiing TT=SIRees-If-being-ledintIyNones
ey
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A United Press ocorrespondent asked one officers why the
Nezis are withdrawing so rapidly. The officer replied;- “thst—te-wiet

Ll
m A general of our Second Army Gorps explains
4 )

it this way:

A like dwwémg two 'oxers in a ring,=—N—sstd:

e naanly
"Neturally, the who is getting it on the chin Aoury rownd is going

F

A
to start bieyoling.

Meppens—wiren—the-toan—gotegoing: "

And what o the Brisish lwm:%u all tl‘d’/% a
- w

Ae M
t:hﬁ:ﬁ‘/{ two day Aupu. While their commander,

Ceneral Montgomery, was attending Baster services at Cairo, his army

pushed ahead northwest of hndnuno)

NeWwi=Beorhums, clearing out an ememy pocket. The Eighth Army is now tA/

Cndoux niles beyond Enridaville.

-o-



AX1IS LOSSES

General BWGEN® Eisenhower's headquarters in North Afries’
o Y mouni a list of total losses ’\t the Axis fowews for the
first three and a half months of the year. Between Jenuary first
and April fifteenth, aixty-six thousand Germsns and Italiens killed,
wvomded or captured; two hundred and fifty tanks captured or
destroyed on the battlefield, in addition to some three thousand
vebicles and four hundred and twemty~five field gms. Of their loss
in menpower, thirty-six thovsand were takem prisoner by she British,
Amerioans and Frenoch.

Besides all that, Misenhower's headquarters report that the
Potal enemy planes destroyed in that same period was well over a
thousend. lend dased /‘pl;nu also destroyed eight enemy merchant
Yessels, two hnki, two barges, and eleven fleet -uhllruos/ two
dostroyers, one oruiser and eight unidentified vessels.

Mﬂua takes /é:o. 1ooont of what the Axis lost in

aval sction in the Mediterranean.

-0-



Here's an Easter Parade item from the North
African front. General Montgomery, Commander of that
fighting British Eighth Army flew all the way back to
Cairo, more than a thousand miles, just to go to church
Easter morning. The story says he arrived at the city
on the Nile full of his widely acclaimed enthusiasm
and confidence.

A story from London today tells'of an
extraordinary strategom by which Montgomery achieved
one of his first victories. By bluffing -- a military
poker player's bluff. Observers are speaking of it
as one of the cleverest since the Greeks at the
suggestion of Ulysses built the famous wooden horse by
which they broke into Troy. Or at any rate since
Allenby fooled the Turke in Word War One by making

them think there was an army where there wasn't one

at all.



"Montgomery pulled his bluff when Rommel nearly
broke through to the Nile. Rommel's men were exhausted,
and waiting for supplies. And - the British Eighth f
Army was still worse off. If Rommel had known how
badly Montgomery needed more tanks and guns, he could
have pushed right on through. But he didn't. And
resourceful Monty of theEighth, as they call him,
built thousands of dummy trucks; made them out of sack

cloth and wood. And he put them right where the Nazi.

planes couldn't help seeing them. All of which decided i

|
Rommel that he'd better not push on to the Nile or try é
to, until fresh supplies arrived. And then Montgomery
beat him to the punch - with new equipment largely built;
in America.

Under cover of night, he moved up real tanks

and trucks and guns to take the place of the dummies.

And it fooled Rommel completely. So say German Prisoners.



After which Montgomery never lost the offensive. He
struck at El Alamein, and he kept on going until mow
Rommel holds only a few square miles of North Africa -
that Tunisian coffin corner.

When Montgomery held his first press i
conference, he sat in his tent playing with a fly g
swatter, calmly saving to the correspondents: "I'm
going to knock Rommel out of North Africa." And the n=m

newspapermen wondered:- "Has the sand and heat affected

|
|

his head?" 1In fact, he proceeded to tell the llnlplplxlﬁ

newspapermen exactly how he was going to knock Rommel

out. Whereupon he took that army that had been so

badly mauled by Rommel and in six months he made it

I ——— . ———————

into the great fighting force that has won our

admiration. And we wonder what Rommel and Hitler think

of it?



Now for a yarn about a twenty-year-old Canadian

flier in North Africa; & member of the tactical air force
in Tunisia, which in one day, April Twentieth, destroyed

nineteen enemy aircraft without loss to the Allied fliers.

|
:

This Canadimn is Royal Air Force Sergeant-Pilot Michael
Askey from Winnipeg. This Canadian lad from the west r
told his tale this way:- "In the morning show I found
myself facing two Italian planes. I got one of them.
He rolled over on his back and hit the beach."

That was before breakfast," says Pilot Mike.

"Then, in the afternoon,” he goes on: "I ran slap into a

g —

formation of Macchis -- Italians." He tells how he went
after two of them. "I hit one of them in the cockpit

and the pilot bailed out," says Winnipeg Mike. "Then

I scored hits on the cockpit and wings of the other, |

and it dived into the sea out of control." @

Msking three in one day for the lad from the
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wide open EREXEEX spaces of Manitoba. One before

breaki@si and Cwo arter lunch. The Spitfire squadron
to wvhich he belongs, has a total official score since
last July of two hundred and sixty-eight and a half

planes; and another hundred or more unconfirmed.
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Down in the Solomons, four American fliers in
Corsair fighter planes were sent on a migsion to
Kolombangara. There they bombed and strafed Japanese
installations, turned around and headed back toward
their bgse. While still a hundred miles from Guadalcanal
they spotted ten Japanese bombers with &an escort of
twenty Zeros. The four American pilots neither hesitated
nor tried to hide in the clouds. Instéad they took on
ell thirty Japs and shot down five Jap zeros. Four
against thirty; five enemy planes destroyed; and two

out of the four Corsairs were lost.



COAL
The denger of a strike in the eastern mines today became

more then imminent. In many parts of western Pennsylvania and Kentucky,
)

the miners have already begun to walk out. %} because

their demands for & raise of pay were put up to the War Labor Board.

Three mines of the Republic Steel Corporation in western Pemnsylvania

.
aroﬁm} also one of the Weirton Steel Company. At two mimes—in

-

W
Harlan, xontuoky,AW some thirteen hundred and fifty men
» -/Q-o
Ialkod/m Altogether, more than nine thousand men are out} d'nd tonight

Wﬁ{:osibinty that the bituminous coal miners
may strike to the number of four-hundred-and-fifty-thousand men.
Mesnwhile, John L. Lewis, president of the United Mine
Workers, gave a direct smd—deiiberate snub to the War Labor Board.
The Board had asked him to name three men from whom they might choose
a labor member for a three-sided pamel to consider the dispute between 4‘9
2. the miners and the operators. Lewis was eaked to do this by nine thirtyzg
this morning. He did nothing of the sort, and was quoted as having

said that he had no intention of complying. A man who spoke for him

!ndf’tgo United Mine Workers Union, announced today that the entire

business will be referred to the Interna'tional Polioy Committee of the
N Wl eonritite withvnesk Buigmas S
o Lo . i Y Tl Loiva A e
S et T
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