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May 17, 1952_________ &

GOOD EVENING, EVE HE ODY;-

The biggest sensation in the 
L i n dbergh case since the discovery ot 
the baby’s body came ever the wire 
from Trenton today.

(\john Hughes Curtis, the Norfolk 
boat builder, confessed today that his 
storyAwas al I a fake, that he was just 
what we know in newspaper circles as 
a publicity hound. )

Curtis made this confession set 
four o'clock this morning. So 
announces Colonel -chwarzkopf of the 
New Jersey otate police. According 
to the New York Sun, the pol ice have 
been questioning Curtis for four days.

He sat down to a typewriter and 
himself v/rote a complete confession 
concerning his activities in this case. 
That is the gist of a bulletin issued 
by the police this afternoon.

fHe said the boat and al I the 
people to whom he had been referring 
were creations of his imagination.
They d on ' t exist at all.
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Curtis, you may remember, bad
h i n with kidnappers aboard

i n great detail 9=#- negotiations
he was making for the return of the 
child. He had been using his imagination 
for weeks-kept stringing

f-o-r-^fc—t-i-we—at ~ le ered fool i n git OUt SECKF

the ent ire c ou nt r y as well as
he

the
parents of the c h i I d ./f7! h i s was l 
second of the cruel hoaxes of which 
Colonel and tars. Lindbergh have been the 
gx victims. ^The other Norfolk citizens, 
including Admiral Burrage, who were 
involved with uurtis in this prodigious
fake^were innocent parties according to 
Cur t i s'sem confess i on •jT’jhe worst of 
it was th at re pu tab l e citizens and

n

24

25

A

fv>1 1

cfficials had frequently told Colonel 
L i nd ber gh J:h^t Curtis was a responsible 
person word could be depended
upon.
^^^Accor d i n g to one published story 

'C±ip=tsF=* had been in financial
A

difficulties and apparently was carrying 
°n th i s decept ion for the sake of the

I

W-32 5M
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p u I . o i cy iii c i i e liope o*t' usinc* "h^h "t 
publicity to ntend his fortunes. 
teoor-tj~i-H(jh t^Tn e pol i ce^^S=^=^adm i tted 
th i s. fessed thet he hoped to
cash in on th pu b 1 i o i t y_

The widespread activity of ths 
United otates U oa s t b u a r d a nd o th e r 
Federal agencies was due entirely to 
Curtis1 story about this mysterious 
boat. A detailed description of the 
boat was even broadcast all over the 
world and the ships of all countries 
were boing asked to look for her. It 
was due also to this story that Colonel 
Lindbergh was kept away from his home 
for so great a part of the last few 
weeks -- chasing x phoney clues instead 
of being on the spot during important
phases of the case.

The news of Curtis1 confession
c am e over the wire wrile c n e p ap e r s
were still full of the announcement that 
service shins had been ordered to f 41 I ov/ 
the mysterious boat to „urope if
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N o b o ■' y k n o w s vv h at p u n j s hrn s nt i f 

any can be inflicted upon Curtis for his 
hoax. The United States Attorney’s 
office in New York announced that the 
details would have to be studied 
carefully before any prosecution can be 
started, But officially intimate
that they be able to prosecute
him for using the mails to attempt 
extortion.

s~a—
txI k-j—a c-c-g r ri i n c; t cuzremsrrac c o:.u.n±v
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There is a marked difference of 
opinion in ^ashin-ton on the troublesome
subject of providing rel ief for the 
job less.

There are several different plans, 
a»=elTl-!e sums the different parties propose 
to spend, though all tremendous, vary

:
I

e

in size. ‘the t w o—b i I I i o n—t hr e e —h u nd re d-
mi I I ion-^bond-'scheme of Senator Robinson.A “

the Democratic leader, to the five and 
a half billion public w or k s bill of 
Senator LaFollette.

bn top 'of ai l''\thiNs Son a tor Borah tb-day

17\ 'ttrart' President Hoover* s\ r e h i ef\ p tan
18

19s
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21
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25

threw some oil on the fire wh
the\ 3enVt e th at a I I t he se sum

i Ve t\?
j&em

insufficient before the y^s ar\i s \ov e h .

\
p a d e q u\t e ."Kt
\ \ "This is war ", exc i a imed
\or ah. I tl, s a \c o nf e At t o h r e s e r 
go v e r nm ent and t he m o ra I anu\ p hy s i c a1 

\ I ^ i o 9 of an e n t\ i r e ^ p o ^ u t i
When it comes \o the final statement 

of what shall be done for the unemployed 
the Senate will have at least four

3-1-32-5M
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projocts to choose from.
u n CO p Of l h. i s x h e s e o o n d o. 11 e m p t 

to slap xhe sky-scraper income tax rates 
of 1922 on us once more was defeated in 
the Senate today. Several Senators have 
been clamoring for t he slij'Scir-ti me taxes. 
Ua=bs—te-" t erotrcrn el—t i m e th i o

i
i

:r

1

fettexh p

At
a n'd—trfrat1 ti ew^
t he same time it looks as though 

Congress would be in session this summer. 
Mr. Garner, the Speaker of the House, 
declared that he did not believe the 
Senate be abl e to clear

A
even by the t i me t he ----------- - -A

meet in Chicago next month

ti

its ca l endar
----xf Y\Af~Q'

l a t i o n a I e rr o&-
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uongressman LaGu ard i a o"f i\evv Yo rk 
frequently contributes to the entertainment 
of not only the House but the country 
at large. One of his latest bits of 
comedy was to make the change that 
Federal Judges are using Government 
expense accounts to take joy-rides across 
the country.

He named 29 of the se Federal Judges
1

who had turned in expense accounts for 
trips to sit on the bench in the Southern 
New Yo rk d i st r i c t.

Another Representative declared that 
there was a long waiting list of eminent 

who were trying to get that 
assignment so as to make the round of the 
New York theaters. Indignant denials 
from several of the Judges so-^ 
are burning the w ires.

But that vv a sn T t Mr. L aG u ar d i a1 s only 
contribution to the gaiety of nations.
In the course of another debate he 
declared that Uncle Sam!s army was going 
in for undignified advertising stunts.
It seems that not long ago there was a
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hotel banquet in New York and the princi paj 
feature was the aopearance of an artillery 
caisson cs.nri six h or s e s • T He h or s e s were 
taken up in lHb hotel elevator to t he 
bal Iroom on the roof, just to do
honor to the President of 
Racin g Association.

nlt is not conducive to patriotism
for the Army to be represented in an act 
along with cabaret singersn, protested 
the Congressman.

He doe snTt say what the horses thought
about it. '33'v/t' ^

^ZkJU.
n

CXr\jz_
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E v © n ' ■' i t h r I I ii h © s i c n i "f j o e n "fc 
happenings of the last couple of days, 
an important feature of all the newspapers 
in hhirr i ca today has been the comments on

H f;' B

s I
the extraorc'i n ary career of Captain 
Robert ijollar who A died at the

* ! J
r

M
1!

i!o
age of 88. He was undoubtedly the grand 
old man of American shipping.

nThe tough and lanky figure of 
Captain Robert dollar -- complete 
with the old-fashioned chin beard, the 
keen trading sense and the two-fisted 
issKite! piety which once graced the 
quarterdecks of Yankee tea-cl ippers -- 
had a symbolic interest1'. So declares!
New York Herald Tribune today.

tie- ne v w as a---- sfrhpmmrs Lei1—u L u I K
•ared—he——e-¥4-n—o-wn-e-d—a—v^-s s-fH—u-n-t H 
he—w-arS—ft -e arP-i-y—f-ff-t-y—y-trarf^s—oH-d-.——H c -w as™-*

1

f
11

th e

I: I

bopn—t-n—5-co 11 an d ,—^nc.—f i rs-t—c oto.b I i oKe-et 
h+m so ! 4—ees—&—l-timbor nwrv;—b«4 fventual ly
he became one of the largest operators 
of ocean vessels in the world. anc 
everybody agrees that he dir more for 
American shipping than any other one-man.
GUJl -£jl t J
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I think we are soon going to have 
a new member of the Tall Stcry C|uh 
It will probably be the youngest member 
of the Club. His name is John Carveth 
.ells, and he's the son of my old friend 
Carveth wells, explorer and naturalist, 
you know, the man who discovered the 
tree-climbing f i s h/ruf

The young man is only 20 years old.
A couple of years ago his father put 
him on an allowance of 10 bucks a week and 
told him to get out and see life. That’s 
quite a tall order on 10 bucks a week but 

ic it. He l^as been all over France, 
Italy, Africa, from Alexandria to Capetown j 
and many curious and remote points East 
of Suez.

His allowance was enough to pay only 
a small portion of his expenses. x 
According to a story in the New York 
Herald Tribune he

if

h

A’ rest wr i rrm:
cfceyrs p~-5Fn57,~sr,~"-sed-l -i n

g-i v-trmrmachio - t^bk s -smd -xafren- g jJ4l=i£t^g==e^mcert^ 
^»==a±sq^-s--ar!-n-o-f ..IhB—few Tines—m—hi fe -ivhno-
Got money out of George Bernard Shaw--by
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selling him his autograph. He sold it 
to George t wic e j once in uairo and a year 
later in Capetown, which is quite a 
distance.

Cn one occasion when he reached 
3 pe z i a on t he I t a I i an coa.st, not far fr om 
Genoa, he v/as feeling rather rich with all 
of twelve dollars in his pocket. But a 
pickpocket got the twelve cto-1 I a^s- so 
he made a tour of cafes with his 
phonograph and collected enough money to 
90 on.

One of his stunts was to cl imh Mount 
Kenya for a cost of $15.00, which is 
several thousand dollars less than it 
cost his f at h er to make the s ame cl i m b.
As a matter of fact it cost the Duke of 
Abruzzi eighty thousand dollars for an 
expedition to the same spot.

\i h en last heard from young Carveth 
i*el!s was in the wilds of Newark, New 
Jersey. I shal I be anxious to som 01
the Tall Stories this young man Has 
collected. If he can beat his fatner,

he is good.
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One

Ever since the World War the 
Ips i xion of the great Baltic seaport of 
anzig has been uncertain. Just now 
anzig is a free city. Severa 
re vitally interested in uanzig 
a Germany and another is Poland.

There is a fascinating article on 
anzig in the current issue of the 
iterary ujgest. it tells about that 
a i d whic h the PoIe s planned for May 1st 
o seize Danzig. Well, l!ve a famous 
^aveler sitting at my elbow tonight 
10 is just back from that corner of 
doubled Europe. For twenty years he 
as been a New York newspaperman, 
sat ur e writ er , and author of books on 
DIitica I s u bj ects . He still i s; an d 
e 1 s also [via nag i ng Edi tor of the Am er i can 
Dnthiy. His name is Paul twaerker- 

Branden. Iwr . [v\aer k er - Bran den speaks 
with a somewhat foreign accent as you 
will not ice in a moment, but ^ n at 
doesnTt alter the fact that he has been 
a New York newspaperman for more t na n a

soor e of y ears . But then, many folks
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Lver since the Wor I d War the 
p ^ i u i j n of the great o a 11 i o s e a p or t of 
Danzig has been uncertain. Just now 
Danzig \ ^ a tree city* Several nations 
are vitally interested in u a nz i g . Ore 
is Gentiany and another is Poland.

I h ere is a f as c i nat i nc; article on 
Danzig in the current issue of the 
Literary uigest. It tells about that 
raid which the Poles planned for may Istj 
to seize Danzig. Well, i!ve a famous 
traveler sitting at my elbow tonight 
who is just back from that corner of 
troubled Europe. For twenty years he 
has been a New York ne wspa perman, 
feature writ er , and author of books on 
political subjects . He still is; and 
h e T s also fv.a nag i ng E d i tor of t he American 
Monthly. His name is Paul Maerker- 
Branden. iv.r . fv.aerker-Branden speaks 
with a somewhat foreign accenx as you 
will notice in a moment, but that 
d o e s n 1 t alter the fact that he ha s been 
a New York newspaperman for more than a

sc or e of y ears . But then, many to I ks

* 1-32 SM
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say that New York isn't America. Be 
thai as it may, what about that Danzig 
p&inic t * *. p • <; ran den ?
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The situat ion in uanzig is 
jinpcr tan t to us , i ere in America. Why?

'He I I , the who t e pro bi em of wor I d oeace 
is involved. ivjght now I call uanzia 
the sorest of all the sore spots of 
E u ro p e. A n d w h at this week's Literary 
Digest tells us about the Danzig 
problem is absolutely correct. ^nd it's 
i mpor ta nt.

Just imagine for instanoe, that 
for some reason or other, Danada obtained
a ''Corridor,1' a strip of land right
across- the states of Vermont, New 
Hampshire and i/.ass achu setts ,-w i th the 
seaport of Boston becoming a "free
Such a "corridor" would cut off the

;I
If:

11!

r

state of Maine from the rest of the 
U n i ted d t a t e s Z*l

U
it

o ity of
erF, if Canada had control of the 

F i ymouth , Massachusetts, ard 
sent ali its commerce through Plymouth, 
Boston would be doomed. i hat Ts what1 s 
happening w ith the Polish corri dor and the 
free city of uanzig. * oIes have
bu i It a new seaport within a few miles

fiii

1
!

few mi Ie s
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OF Danzig on their own soil, and it 
(oaks as though uanzig were doomed.

Now uanzig is inhabited mainly 
by Germans so the sax whole problem 
becomes a complicated racial one,

l sace-Lo rr a i ne used to be. 
the new German-F^o I i s h border is 

now drawn in such eccentric fashion that 
there are many open wounds and gashes.
The result is that peace is jeopardized. 
And that affects all of us.
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The disorder in Fokio threatens 
to bring about a new form of rule in 
Japan* In fact, as W ill! am 3 i m m s , 
foreign editor of the Scr i ppS-Ho ward 
papers wires from ashington^ it may 
Kssifei&g revise the entire map of Asia.

u T+iu n o —.-rs— h g.r eM=yr
e-v^p-r-----
r-a-d -4 e^a 11 y ad-t -e r i n-g- the—4-er-m o-f— 
i n t he .VI i k -ad-oJ-s—e tfip i r e

af f-a-i r s st an ri t-tt—p-re-s-e-n-t-,
- a-r^e- -4?r-y-Hotj—t-o-

T-^e—p o4-ft- i-e fart s- r e oet v e-d—taday wh a-t
am owt-^-d- -aus—b-I t i-t-ri-at-Uffl—fr-em—th-e-a-rffi^
T-h-e—m4f-i-t ar y— Bfe—f-h-i gs anno-tmaqd—t-h at

—rrryt-=^trp-p^^^ b fnei: fermt^y
e-R—pof-i t- i-cra-l—p-ar-ty—1-rn e s *- —--nr-h-at—f4>e-y- 
s^-ay^irfa e y - - i n i

The Mikado!s dynasty, however, 
does not appear to he in danger.
Reverence for the emperor is part of 
the nationri religion in Japan. The 
cry of the dead premier's murderers was: 
"Up with the emperor, down with the

li

3-1-32 5M
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financial oligarchy the privileaed
#i ^ a

cl as s e s .
Japanese p o I itics seem to be w-euaJX 

to Pur notion. i he you n g
mil i t ary j i ngos appe ar _ to be

, , , nj&pdb
u Gmmun i stsAan d i mp er i a I i st sA 

B u t J ap an 1 s crisis r un s f ar t o o 
deep to be settled by an assassination* 
declares the K e vv n Y o r k V .arid Telegram.
The depression there has lasted not 
two years, but twelve. Just think of it, 
twelve years. And this has raised Gain 
with the middle and lower classes. One 
complaint of the young Japanese is that 
thi six big banks are running Japan and 
r u n n i n g it for t heir o w n ben e f i t w 11 h n o 
regard for anybody else.

, e I I * this I ooks like % 

trouble ahead,19
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1 he latest from India is that 
the rioting which started in Bombay 
sfcxK&K oatu rds.y night has now spread 

to Calcutta. Hindus an d Mos I ems-$ere 
k at tacking each other with ferocity.

In Calcutta so far only "hirty- 
five have been injured, as compared 
with the tremendous total in Bombay. 
Twelve of these werepolicemen, one 
of whom was an assistant commissi6ner.

-f-e-art-u r-e s-
e-f—t-h-e—3om b a-y—tM-ot-wa:S an--set-t-a-e-k—by 
a—K-fnda—rrro-b —en—h o u o o—9-ee±t-p-i-gd— by
IvTes-4-em-s-.—-T-he—i-n-bab ftant-s o-f the—house
were- —a&e-used—of—h-a-v i-ne -t hr-e-wn-
stw^e-s—b5H(K)(--a-t—a-H-i ndu—proc ess i on-. 
T-be—p-e-H-ee—ha-d—to—Hr e—an -t-be—6-ro w4-
se ven—t i mr»s»-

Cln b n.w h i l .s. T h e -w st i I I
going on in Bombay. tbe^H^tsr deta-i I -a 
ojrrttT-rs^-ar-e-c s. L t-U—rLa&fcirrgs

- , n ao^- p-tt rr
^ o’wj:

e i g h t y , vrfcri

fadzgJx-

injured. T oTi:a:yi~s
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iHIE-Eliii,

in th eThe bmr nin g of that vessel 
Gulf of Aden will turn out to have been 
one of the greatest sea disasters in

ThatTs how it looks

75 of 
I iner 
the' f

mod e rn t i mes . 
according to a United iress dispatch from 
London to the boston Traveller.

At least a hundred persons are 
missing so far. This news was conveyed 
to the London Evening Standard by Captain 
Owen, of t he British ship, which rescued 

the nassengers on the burning 
There are** even reports that 

re was caused by a bomb. According 
to a French newspaper the owners of the 
liner were threatened. She was supposed 
to be carrying war munitions for Japan.

The r e s c u in ci o f t h e p as sengers must 
have been an exciting affair. Some of the
lifeboats were on fire as the passengers 
fled from the ship.

0 ao t a i n 0 w en r ep o r t esl 
v/ives without husbands, ch

I h av e
I c’ren w rt hout

parents;all frightfully anxious. Some
of the passengers are Russian, and ! 
mate them understand either Lngl ish or 
French."

can’t

.H-32-5M
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According to another report many 
first class passengers were trapped in 
their cabinsjby the fire.

It was t h eA I i n er 1 s maiden trip to t hs 
Far East .

3*1-32-SM
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Here* s a U.P. story in the Buffalo Times that has an

odd turn. A gentleman out in San Diego died. In his will he left

a five dollar -bequest to his daughter. But there was a string to

it. Coupled with the gift was the suggestion that she buy a copy

of the book of etiquette to learn the duty and obligation of a
*

daughter to her father.

The moral is that if the lady had only bought the Book 

of Etiquette a few years ago, she might now have a handsome fortune.

V*ell, one of the important rules in ^mily Post’s Book of 

Etiquette is that a man should not overstay his welcome, which leads

me to say —

SO LONG UNTIL TOMORROW.

2-1-31—SM


