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GOOD EVENING EVEKYBODY:

Host important news, this Christmas Day, comes from
Soviet Russia - that arch enemy of all that Christmas
represents. VWhich is quite natural, in & way - since, in
doscow it was business as usual, today. The Supreme
Soviet - in session.

The meeting was featured by a declaration on
international policy. Foreign Minister Gromyko stating -
that Soviet Russie is willing to sign an agreement to ban
atomic testing. Do it right away - without reservations
or conditions - but also without any inspection system

to enforce such a ban.S?The East-West conference on a

nuclear test ban - in Geneva adjourned indefinitely.Today,

Gromyko blamed the West for this - declaring that the

¥estern ,owers are in no hurry to abolish test explosions.

Yet, of course, the deadlock at Geneva Cale about because

the Russians wouldn't consider measures of precaution
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against violations. The West insisting - theat there must
pe a method of inspection, to guard against bad faith.
So it remains to be seen how the Western powers

will teke Gromyko's declaration, today.



MOSCOW - SHELEPIV

At the very end of the session of the Supreme Soviet

in Moscow, & question Bf was answered - who would succeed
Serov a8 head of the security system? The all-important post,
which includes - the commend of the Secret Police.

On December eighth General Ivan Serov resigned. Serov .
én old-time frienc of Khrushchev. YNobody could guess what it
meant.

Hls successor is Alexander Mikhailovich Shelepin, only
forty years old. Former Secretery of the Komsomol, the Soviet
youkh organization.p[Egday's Moscow dispatch points out that the
new head of the Soviet Secret Police is an official of the
Communist Party - he's a member of the Central Committee.

While Generzl Serov - is a professionzl military man. All of
which 1s in 1line with Khrushchev's recent policy - of putting

Communist perty officials in 211 Number One posts in the

government.



SOVIET LAW
A— S

Soviet Russis hus revis ‘

Soviet Russis has revised ite law code - 1iberalizing
it in some Cegree. One crime has been sbolished - and that's

the striking pert of the chenge. The crime of being - an 'enemy

of the people,"

It wes herd to think of gnything more inhuman - than
2 person condemned merely because he belonged to what the
Communiste considered 2 hostile class, 3But Bolshevism began
with @ doctrine of liquideting the bourgeoisie, the middle
class - the members of which were, by lew, convicted of the
erime of being enemies of the people. That law - remzining on
the statute books until now.

Todey, at the session of the Supreme Soviet, the

announcement was mede - that the eriminal code hés been revised.

that
The explanation was ..“..71 in Russia, the bourgeoisie no longer

exists. T™he middle class - eliminated so there was no longer

any need of reteining the crime of belng - &n RRFRAY (OL WS

people, "



Tonlght, Parls 1s sure - the franc will be devalued.
The rumor's been going sround for some time - Lhat General de
/)
gaulle ::i%Qreduce the velue of French currency. Right now
there's nothing officlal about 1t, but the newspapers of Paris,
today, s2ld 1t in headlines. Predicting - that the devaluation
of the franc would be decided in a cabinet meetingbv tomorrow.
This measure of currency reform in France, they say,

will be part of & general change of money policies in the

countries of Western Europe.



CHRISTMAS
ViR S

From around the world come tidings of christmas - 211

pretty much the same, full of good cheer. 4 1ittle
diseppointing in this country - in sreas where people hoped for
a white Christmas, but not a flake of white appeared., For

But
example, at Moblle, Alabamz. /¢hat was no disappointment. The
folks in Moblle had no hope whatever of & white Christmes. The
local weather bureau says that - 1t never has snowed in the
Mobile area at any time. Yot since they begen keeping records -

in Eighteen Seventy. 8o they had a green Christmas, as usual.



CRASH
m 3 o e ™
he Christmes Eve aip cragh at Vienns wae cuused by

some freskisn wecther condition, 30 scys the pilot of the

French #irliner. He declares that, s the plane upproached the

Vienna clrport, visibility wes good. nut then - ¢ sudden
change.

"We sturted to prepere for a lending," he relates.
"Then, suddenly we could see nothing at all. Apparently, we
nad entered = cloud of fog. Then," he continues, "the plane
abruptly sterted to fall. The co-pilot and I tried to steady
the engines, but thet did not help."

AS @ result of the freek weather condition the
éirliner, with thirty-six persons 2board, ripped through =
telegraph pole, hit & barn, and creshed in & muddy field.

Then, immediaotely efterwards the plane exploded with

such violence that ponderous fragments were hurled for two

hundred yurds., The four engines - thrown in different directions

3ut there wes whet seems like ¢ Christmas miracle.
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in the brief intervul between the crash end the explosion - &1l

tnirty-six eboard were sble to get out safely. Yo lives lost -

and only minor injuries.



_!EROEUCTIUN TO_HECOKUDING

in a remote part of the Urient, Lowell Thomas
reports on another of those curious cuses of smericans

in exotic lands.

HOTE: THE TAPE RUNS 2 MINUTES 40 SECONDS
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1f anyone ever writes a modern Arabian Nights -
tales of 1001 nights in the Arabia of our era - and it
could be just as enthralling as the original - he should
include the incredible story of Wendy lay.

This American girl is the only daughter of
Clarence Day; famous author of "Life With Father." As a
play it also brought fame and fortune to Russell Crouse,
and Howard Lindsay - and wife.

Wendy Day for two years now has lived in a real
Arabian Nights city, on the Frankincense Coast. iukullah -
is the white, and blue, all-Moslem seaport, port to the
Hadhramout with its still mysterious skyscraper cities of

Shibam, Seium and Tarim. Mukullah is a city where

virtually all women are veiled. The region, of wmich it

is the capital, is ruled by a sultan and his Moslem council

of state, with British advisors.

1 first heard of Wendy Lay when 1 was in Aden this
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p.st summer. 1 told & little about her them. Un my
present journey, gatheing material for a TV High

Advent ure story of the sailing dhows that still ply the
Indian Ocean between the Persian Gulf and Zanzibar, 1
wvent to Mukullah to find her.

Wendy left Radcliffe College in '53, to teke part
in an expedition to Africa. There she met a young bearded
Englishman, Mark Veevers-Carter, who is now one of the
advisors to the Sultan. Today, they live in what was the
summer palace of the present Sultan's father.

Mulullah is one of the few cities in Asia where
Western civilization has had almost no effect. The

Sultan's government doesn't even allow motion pictures to

be shown.

Wendy, as an unveiled woman, can't even do her own

marketing. Life here revolves around the mosque. And no

woman ever is allowed tin a Mukullah mosque. But she has
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pecome accustomed to the unusual life - and likes it.
You will meet her when you see our Arabian Nights
v film a little Bter in the season.

So long.



LONDON 5310
Over 1n London, it was an embarassed Christmas -

for the British Broadcasting Company. Which, today, - fouled up

the Queen's Chii‘stmas address. Somebody blulxil_ered/'am the
fifst elght words Bpfljgn by :'{ir Majesty / were drowned out.
The royal proﬁc_:_e'ggings begen with 'God Save The Queen -
and the music was still goiE on,/‘hen the sovggo;i_gn began.
The final majestic chqzds were bﬁl_t}_r_ing,/é;xlle Queen Elizabeth
the Second/ mas uttering her fu"st eight words. Which couldn't

be heard at all.

So what did she say, which the radio audience couldn't

/
hear? ‘Well, nothing startling or surprising. The eight words
/ — —————— P——

n

were: "Happy Christmas to you all. Every year . . .

#® Then the music stopped, @nd Her Majeaty'a‘wmo_r_ds were
/ ;

-

audible, (A most embarassing Chrisi_:;gas -/for the B.B.C.

&"!.':ED



