" BXPLOSION_
In England the people are puzzled tonight,
perplexed by a strange explosion heard acrclns the
bnglish Channel. A& violent shock came from the French
rocket coast, a blow-up followed by a tremendous rushing
noise. The peoyle in those parts right away mm surmised
“v-'tio? For weeks all England has been @m speculating
zx about the new secret weapon which the Germans have
announced, the Vit;o, supposed to be a giant rocket
bomb far more powerful than the robots which;:::lbeen
blasting London. The new Nazi secret weapon is
supposed to carry some ten tons of high explosive.
These English apprehensions give a tone of
high dramatic suspense to the strange explosion across
the Channel - the blast followed by the great rushing
sound. Some thought immediately that it was a giant
V-fwo rocket bomb being sent on its way. But if so,
it didn't land in England, apparently. Then the surmise
was raised that maybe one of the new monsteqs had blown

up as the Nazis were launching it. Still amother guesses

fre txmrm that an ammunition ship may kxma have explosed

a1°°8 the German-hel@-coast.




ERANCE & o D
There is many a veteran of that other World
War, many a doughboy of the A.E.F., who will think he

is dreaming of times past, when he hears the War news

from northern France tonight. The dispatches have

pointed out repeatedly that the Allied offensive ther
»

.
-ai;F¥%;::Z::2§Z}he battlefields of nineteen fourteen-

eighteen. And tonight this comes to a climax - with
the news featuring such nostalgic names as Chateau-

Thierry, Soissons, Reims, the Aisne, the Marne and the

Somme, and the Hindenburg Line..:
—

Yes, Mr. Ex-Doughboy

must
think he is back fighting his bafjtle of more than

twenty-five years ago. But he will think his dream

is a wild one.

is comrades weeks and

is being done

. e e e ]

months of bitter fighting'to accomplisht'

now in the space of hours. | The ground that Pershing's

doughboys on foot had to gain yard by yard in slow

Patton's armor is eating

ides of battle,,,f»f/”’

up in great rolling str

and bitter trench fighting,
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In a dazzling drive of twenty-five miles,
American columns have forced the Marne and crossed
the Aisne. They have captured Chateau-Thierry, where

the going was so long and hard, and costly in blood,

those years ago.

And today American armor swept into Soissons.

In the last war, the Germans held Soissons
for four years, and lost it only in the final collapse.
Today the sweeping advance of Patton's tanks took
Soissons witlhout a fight, the German forces ripped
apart and in full retreat.

Southwest of Soisson is a plateau across
which, in nineteen eighteen, theéxésébéisi;ti= First
and Second Divisions fought their way in four days of
savage battle - four days to advance seven miles.
Today, American tanks slashed across that plateau

as fast as their tractors could roll.

The speed of the offensive is indicated

vividly by figures for the gseparate American armored

columns that are driving ahead. One slashed ahead
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sixteen miles from Soissons today. Another dreve

fourteen miles from Meaux on the Marne. A third

advenced twenty miles east of Ch.teau-Thierry. A

fourth captured the ancient city of Chalons after a

dash of nineteen miles.

j

The summary is this - the Germans have lost
the lines of the Marne and the Aisne, the lines that

the Kaiser's Germans defended so stubbornly in the
previous war. The Nazi forces are pulling back to the

line of the Somme, which once was so important a part

of the Hindenberg line. J
M?
Remember that Hindenberg‘line,lfizi‘-v - that

system of German trenches and fortifications which

seemed almost unbreakable? Well, today's news indicates

that the Nazi will not be able to make much of a stand

on the Somme, no Hindenberg line this time. ‘
Yet, in a way history is repeating itself,

but in a different style. It was just twenty-six years

ago, at the end of September, that the Americans broke

the Hindenberg line - and the Kaiser's final collapse



PARIS

e —

This was a day of days in Paris.

—

The America/

Army made its fcrmal entrance.. As for the cheers and

tumultous acclaim of the Parigians, we can best
describe these by quoting what one G.I. said today.

He remarked with a broad smile: "My 0ld man told me
what a wonderful receptipq/garis gave him when he
marched through here durdng e last war. But, brother,
I bet it wasn't anyt ike this..."

CZLH/ﬂ;Jz;‘/jAll German resistance in the Paris area has

finally been suppressed - the last being a Nazi suicide

) fight at the great airfield of Le Bourgetx;>There some

e ——

die-hard Germans fought with forlorn desperation, but

now that's over too.

W‘m
4,
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pegan. This time, late August, we are a month earlier,

and the same thing is happening to Hitler's Germany -

in a series of events so very much faster.

P.S. you ex-Doughboys may be interested in one

more similarity - it is still raining over there.
o
In the south France invasion, American and

French forces today completed their victory over
fifteen thousand Nazis trapped in the lower valley of
the Rhone. A late story tells that one German force
managed to escape from the trap. They got away, after
having lost most of their equipment - which would

seem to make them just a mass of fugitives. Hii—bhet-

Switeerimmd:—-

e 1.
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Tonight we have an explanatinn of why the

Nazis were able to bomb Paris immediately after its

occupation by the Allied forces. #e—know-that-we-have
coniand -of the-eky-over Prance -« so Now Were “the Nazi~
bombs ahle.to—got~tb¥oagh~%hemAlliodada¥_aad—aight

Lighters?- The answer is - that .0ld bedeviling element,

the weather. It was a perverse trick of the weather

that enabled the German Air Force to hit Paris.

We—are toldthatrdeysdHeforeParis was
captured;—imerivanand-Britieh-Squedrons—of-thewky-
wore—orgenised -for.the defense of the -scapitvel-of-France
Apd-4hey-were on thé alert on"t?!*ntght-vfﬂthv—ﬁtti
bombing raid. -But anes couldn't take off -

because of dense low lying clouds that hung right over

the tops of the trees. This was a local condition

that affected the flying fields assigned for the defens:

of Paris. The German Bomber Bases far away were in

the clear - the trick of weather giving the enemy his

chance.

.s*y—tn&—c&vnd-cond&%4ons_onsa~a0fthvrn~Prunce



RUSSIA

~——

Moscow announces the capture of the great
Mx Rumanian port of Constane, which the Nazis used

o4 & basis for what warships they had in the Black

vea.\ |One wonders where the Nazi boats have gone now

or wereé\ they captured?

4

The Germans declare that Kussian troops todai? ’

crossed into Hungary/ a Nazi news agency announcing

a Soviet invasion of Hungary at two points.

At the same time, we hear of the panicky
resignation of the Hungarian cabinet - together with
other indications of feverish moves to get out of the

war.

NODSON



GERMANY

I don't know how much truth there is in this
next report - but it has one astounding twister. ﬁitler
playing the second fiddle ... the story comes via
Stockholm, and states that Germany is ﬁow being directed
by what is called - "A government of implaccable
resistance."™ &and this, the rumor continues, is headed
by Gestapo Chief Himmler, with Hitler second in command.

It is hard to imagine the Nazi Fuehrer putting
hijx himself in second place. He may not be so good
on the violin, but he has always insisted on playing
first fiddle - fiddling whids Germany goes to its doonm.
Hence the surprising novelty in the report about a

Nazi "Government of Implaccable Resistance," - Himmler

first, Hitler second....

about—the—wesy |Today & big time Berlin radio

commentator, Lieutenant General Kurt Dittmar, gave

the most pessimistic review of the war situation the

He admitted that Naziland

Germans have heard thus far.




GERMANY - 2

is drawing near to complete defeat] and stated flatly
/l

that during the past few;xonths, Germany has lost what

he called, "Considerab{f/parts of what we believed

were firmly in our hapds." 'Which is a fair-to-middling

N

way of representing loss of France, Poland, etec.

—

—~

In one way, today's pessimistic review was

a bid for peace - the Nazi Lieutenant General radio
commentator stating that' Germany would now fight on
for the purpose of gaining moderate terms, battling

merely to avoid unconditional surrender.




PACIFIC

In the war of the Pacific, General MacArthur's
headquartérs reports the heaviest blow yet against te
big Japanese base at Amboina, in the Dutch East Indiec .
The Japs there were assailed by a pmm powerful fleet
of the sky, which returned without the loss of a plane.
It was the fourth attack against Amboina on as many
days, and constitutes another air strike in preparation

for a drive to the Philippines.

Hu,ﬁ Stay. A Call

Ww \)Wa/eo‘-t‘
W< newt




AB_DUMBARTON OAKS R
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We have an announcement that the International \

Conference at Dumbarton Oaks has reached a general

agreement on three broad principles[ ey concernl:n’

an international organisation to preserve the peace.

First, an assenbly)composed of the representative
of all peace-loving nations - the assembly to be run on
the principle of sovereign equality.

Second, a council, a smaller body. This to
consist of representatives of the big powers, together
with delegates of a certain number of smaller nations
which will be elected to membership on the council from
time to time.

Third, an internatiaml court of justice for the
peaceful settlement of disputes between nations. Also

the use of force to preserve the peace - though this

is describsd in exceedingly diplomatic language.
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At his press conference late this afternoon,

President noosevelt stated that the idea was to form

a world security organization very different from the
League ;

Oldlzllglhpf nations. That is - much more workable.

The main objective, said he, was to have a world

association that can step on the necks of wars befor

they grow up.



AIRCRAFT

A lot of American airplanes are going to be
destroyed - that is if Assistant Secretary of War
Loyett has his way. He today recommended a huge xzxxpp
scrapping program to be put into effect in our.Air
Forces after the war. Why? To get rid of obsolete
equipment. Not that the planes with which we are fighk

fighting the air battles overseas are out of date -

«
wéde—hisdeclaration before-the meeting ofthe F
National Anoei-ctio'n"vfﬂ-ﬁww/f.

giving the
safety liee -in-preogress;t-seaid-hov——bnd-hejtold how

the progress of American military aviation after the

but they will be, says he. ' Assistant Secretary Lovett}

last war was checked by 2 surplgs of first World War
equipment. For example, we had a lot of Liberty Motors

left over:“(These were used during subsequent years,

and kept our Air Forces from ordering new motors -

/%iscouraging the development of new types:) The surplus
\

of Liberty Motors, said the Assistant Secretary, lasted

for fourteen years, and did a lot to hamper the
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development of American air power.
This sort of thing, he said, must not happen
again. Our surplus aircraft after this war must be,
in his words - "unemotionally and purposefully scrapped.
All of which raises the likelihood of a big
program for the destruction of airplanes, a program
as big as those two big words - unemotionally and

purposefully.



HUNGEE o1HIKE

At Fort Stanton, New Mexico, twenty-six

interned enemy aliens, Germans, are on a hunger strike -

or are they? There seems to be some doubt.

Twenty six German cividians are confined there,
including the notorious Fritz Kuhn, one-time Fuehrer of
the Bund. They made complaints about recreation
facilities in the camp, and a week ago announced they
Wwere going km on a hunger strike. Since then they have
refused to accept a bite of food. The story is disclosed
only now, and a twist of doubt 'is expressed. Ufficials
make the surmise that the twenty-six interned Germans
may really have xuppiimg supplies of food hidden away,
and are eating on the sly. At any rate, they fail to
show signs of starvation, and therefore no attempt has
been made to keep them alive gm by forced feedng.

Maybe the hunger strike is just a Nazi fraud - with

hidden food providing secret suppers.

Q



SOLDIER_YOIE

The question of the soldier vote overseas has
reached a curious climax in Ohio - a c¢climax of black
lead pencils. Today the State Auditor, JoSeph—3-
Ferguson, delivered a blast against Governor Bricker
of Ohio, iHhr—f8*ifke'i9e—&h0—8op0b&éoea-¥*ev-9rcs*&gutt-i
ean@IARES. The State Auditor claims the soldier vote
law in Ohio will prevent many of the boys overseas
from voting - because they may not have black lead
pencils.

In the law there is one provision which
prescribes how soldier ballots shall be marked, and the
method named involves the xm use of that most familiar
of all writing implements - the one timt we fish for and
usually haven't got when'we need it for marking down
something. Apparently it won"t be okay if the soldier
uses a blue pencil,or maybe violet inke\ immmki-meriing
ris—baidloty—or -if he-inseri
aa-illuminated -nenueedipbof-tho aiddlo--ages. According

to Ohio law, he must resort to the black lead pencil.

/ And he may not have one,- argues the State
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Auditor. So what is to be done about it? The demand

is made that a black lead pencil be sent with every

N
soldier ballot. |

Whioh certainly would mean a lot of pencile- -

there being a lot of Ohio troops overseas. It might

~ even cause a shortage of that humble ijastrument for

sriting - along with the other sw:ﬁagine

the astonishment of G. I. Joe when he gets a perfectly
good black lead pencil along with his ballot. Okey—
he*i&~a-&4erﬂaadmu0a_i#~£oag0—%o§—§f"0thvr-pufpvocs~
as—welli—Like-wpiting—home—to-thegiTri—friemdts
However—-eall—thet—mey-be,—Lthe-Ohio—Sbete
Mditor-vows-—thet he-is-going--to.court-ebout—it;~andt
I.hope»the~}egalm&o0uao&tc_ans—vo&bbeu’tﬂt‘ttth—e_.

blaok leead pencili—



ROOSEVELT

President Roosevelt tonight announces that
he will make his first campaign speech on the night of
September twenty-third. 1In Washington, he will address
a dinner given by Daniel J. Tobin, President of the-
International Brotherhood of Teamsters. The President
added that in seeking a fourth term, he will not make
a nationwide campaign tour - because he has too much
to do.

On the other side‘of the fence, Republican
Candidate Dewey will make his first major address of
the campaign at Philadelphia - on September sev@nth.

So this coming month will see the battle for ballots inm

full blast.




PUBLIC DEBT
flemember the days when we used to talk about
astronomical figures every time the government budget
figures got up into the billions? We could always try
for a smile,‘by referring to the astronomers and the
kind of ax%x arithmetic they use. Nowadays, however, a

——-‘*"132'0J2-~O1£t

billion dollars has beconehga commonplace as a mere

petty million - particularly for those of us who regard
twenty-five bucks as a lot of money, especially when

a friend wants to borrow it.

Wartime has brought our star-gazing finance

to a point where we can start talking in trillions.
Today, for example, we have a figure of the public
debt. That's the amount of money that we owe
collectively, all of us - not counting the grocery bill
and next month's rent. Today the publié debt soared

up beyond the two hundred and eleven billion mark,

and that's nearly one-fourth of a trillion. During

the past year, the debt took 2 nimble jump of more than

8ixty-three billions - on jts way up to the dizzy

,L heights 4 the mathematical stratosphere.

et
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So we owe nearly a quarter of a trilliomn -

and now, Hugh, how about lending-ﬁ:\ow
fareww —QM{"\TQ M&a&u.




Ever since that premature announcement of the

liberation of Faris early last week, there has been

doubt and mystery concerning the Armistice between the
Paris patriots and the Nazis - the truce that led to
the false report. Today we have an account of what
happened from a United Press correspondent who was in
the French capital at the time., He is Jean de Gandt,
a Belgian, who remained in Paris all through the Nazi
occupation.

"Even now," he writes, "there is some
question as to the exact nature of that truce, but a
Communique issued by the French forces of the Interior
indicated an agreement that the German command would
not attack public buildings occupied by French troops
and would treat all French prisoners under the laws
of war. The French, on their part," he adds, "agreed

to suspend fire against the forces of occupation until

the Germans evacuated Paris.”

It was on the basis of this Armistice that

the liberation of Paris was gnnounced - and then the
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whole arrangement broke down. "The truce began well,"
,

cables the U.P. man, "but it was only a few hours -

pefore both sides were charging violations, and shooting

at one another."
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we always tricky, but the weather experts qver there

8y tbat the peculiar lay the clouds that abtended

Lhe bombiné\qf Paris is unlikely to occur again in any

~
b
-

foreseeable time. ™
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began. Thie time, late August, we are a month
earlier, and the same thing is happening to
Hitler's Germany - in a series of events so very

much faster.

P.S. - you ex-Doughboys may be interested
in one more similarity -- it is still raining
over there.

In the south France invasion, American and
French forces today completed their victory over
fifteen thousand Nazis trapped in the lower valley of
the Rhone.

One lightning swift drive is on its way
west to the Spanish border. !nothef column, striking

from captured Grenoble, has pushed to the frontier

of Switzerland.



