FLORIDA PRIMARY[].RY7kew . May 224 /550,

Here 1s the latest in the Florida primary
-~ interestins because of the bitter battle between
Senator Claude Pepper, accused of having had pro-
Communist associations. Pepper conducted a whirlwind
campaign for Democratic re-nominatiog -- equivalent
to election in Florida he back=d the New Deal, the
Fair Deal -- while his opponent, Congressman Smathers
raised the Red issue all over the statl.

The returns at this moment are only partial,
but all evening figures showed Smathers, in the lead,
Pepper running consistently behind. With more than
one-quarter of p{ecincts tabulated, the count was:
one- hundred-and-eight thousana for Pepper and one~-
hundred-and -twenty-six thousand for Smathers, giving

him a lead of eighteen thousand.



SOVIET

The state of public mind being what 1t is,
a good deal of attention will be given to the
prediction in the news today - that the Soviet empire
of Communism will collapse "Within our lifetime."
This eminates from Paul & Hoffman, former chief of
the Marshall Plan, who made the statement before the
United States Chamber of Conmerce,neeting in
Washington.

He basqi his prophesy of a sudden collapse
of Soviet power, on two factors%~ One, the less
familiar of the two, conoerné? Russiam econony.

Paul Hoffman explain;i that the industrial system

R _— totalitarian
ozjrii;-:- shexsaxsX - A regime is - rigid.

Under irom control, it lzks lacks flexability - will
break rather than bend. *Rigidity builds up tension,"
says he, andnadds -« that Russian economy behind the
iron curtain may appear to be smooth on the surface,
"but ,LunersesesP the tension is growing."'

The second factor is the simple fact th:t

Stalin is not immortal. He's old, and must pass from
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the scene in a few years at most. Paul Hoffman points
to the history of dictators - which often shows that,
when the despot dies, there is a wild struggle for
power, and a collapse. Which is to be noted in the
history of Stalin's own rise, after the death of
Lenin - when the Soviet went through murderous
convulsions. The view of the forneg\!lan chief 1»s
that much the same thing will happen upon the death
of 8talin, and the collapse of the Red empire will

be heralded by revolt of the satellites - like the

revolt of Tito.



COMUUNISTS

Lattimore replies to Budenz - and *-\\

vocabulary i?_
exhausts theAllllhlill}XIQ !z appeebrious epithets.

He calls the former editor of the Communist Daily

Worker -- a "paid informer and unscrupulous finger<}

-—/-'
man".

Budenz, now a professor at Fordham
University, testified that, in the Rn.d party,

Lattimore was regarded as a Communist, whose expert

knowledge of Eastern Agia was in the service of the

Communist cause. Which charges Latti-ore today

described as -- "pure mooncshine or rather impure
hog-wash. " They are; mayss said he "the product
of a twisted and malignant personality " |

He declared that Budenz, ns & Communist,

hed learned what he called "devious and implacable

da ®chniques”.

Th‘itlsince he turned =0 bitterly =gginst



OMMUNISTS - 2
the Red cause, Budenz has been engaged in what
Lattimore described &s -- "the commercial
o his o [

exploitation" of) xhw/Communist past. "Paid informer,
cried the Far Eastern Expert.

But - who gxi’?ﬁudenz? Lattimore did
not elucidate in his declatation to the Senate
Commit tee today. ©So, during the recess, the news
men asked him -- who pays Budenz to be an informer?
"Well," replied Lattimore, "he is making a very

good career of it, in hies writings, lecturing,

and so forth."

is for::}/li declarafion, Lattin
the oni;;;‘é oditor/, the Daily Worker of

~ conduct that Lattimore

accuse

ng an uns&vory pect

"d as "off#nsive to agtepted standards
/

m} descr

of de€ency and cc<ventional havior.® lhicKJappliod

parently to/<<: fact t)at Budenz 2s a ' Com unist
//



Nevw angry charges in Lhe xmzakfk negotiations
to end the Chrysler strike -- that gargantusn csessicn
of collective bargaining which has been establie hing
long distance records. Today the Chrysler company
charged the auto workers uniomn with backine down
on verbal xr agreements -- and once again the charge
ie made that the union dces not want to end the
walkout.

This afterncon Herman Weckler, Vice President
and General Mansger of Chrysler declered "apparently
the U A W does not want to settle the strike. Fqr
daye now, it has , not only hsggled over words, but
refused to stand by understandings xighxzaxk we had

with/them lete Saturday night." Whieh—hapke—back—te
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On the union side @& negotiolor says‘~
"this thing is 2 mnighkkx nightmere. Bodies can
teke only so much, and that's 811/' Be wes telking
of a session of sixty-two houre of non-stop negotiatio

which wes continuing kkm Loaay.




John Maragon gets from eight months to two

years. The Greek-American, former White House

hanger-on, convicted of perjury in the investigation

of salesmen of influencej-- might have been given
a sentence of as much as twenty years. But the judge

imposed the minimum -« eight months to two years.
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a sentence of as much as

-- might have been given

twenty years. But the judge

imposed the minimum - eight months to two years.



GAMBLING

The gambling investigation, today, went
into the business affairs of big time racing
information firms. The largest of these -- The
Continental News Service. Officials of that
organization testified, that they did not sell
racing information to bookmakers -- their cusomters
being all highly respeccible, according to the
testimony.

There are' twenty-four customers, from
whom Continental took & total revenue last year
of more than twoenillion, three-hundred <thouss !
dollars. They include great naticnal == news
sgencies, together with other concerns, some of
which hove been 2ccused of supplying bookmakers

with the fast tidings from the race tracks.

The witnesses today-dented-timt Cwnitinentel.

sold ite reeing cervioce-to-the inroraeti a-company
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;9/fansas City Eptt was cantrolled by Oggéotta,

henchMian of pélitical”bip shot Chérles Binaggio
v

ThisKzans i utfit has been named promjMiently

in inves¥igation of Lhe headline

/ >
Binaggioand Gargot{;. ’ ////
Witnesses demied, reovet}/(g:t a
part of Cphtinental is owded by Frank Co

gambl {ng raek.t#

/.' b /,
often/called the Boss of a nation-wi
d / J/ 1

y dentta congrél by gpyﬂgalb} g elemptit.

All of which t:stimony did nct satisfy

the Sende Investigating Committee -- Tobey of New

Hampshire giving the opinion that Continental is a
link in the distribution of news to illegal booknakers{
Making that service, what the Sgnators call "an |

accessory before the fact", T WRish—the

represent sl ises of- Lontinentnl res, onded-by insisting

‘ thet bhey were doing nothing illagal.
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Then followed testimony given by officials

of racing publications -- imimxim including New York's
Morning Telegraph and Deily Racing Form. They all
spoke against the bill now being considered -- the
measure to outlaw the interstete transmission of
racing information. They said that, if such data

codd not be distributed legally it would be bootle(‘tl:

and become a racket.




GRAZIANO

In Italy tonight sentence was passed on
Marshall Graziani, Mussolini's top mitlitary commander,
the General who was foremost in the conquest of
Ethiopia. He was on trial for treason, because he

continued his support of Mussolini, after the

gxovernment of King Victor Emmanuel had surrendered to
the western allies.

A jury of Italian Generals tried him, and
sentenced Narshall Graziani to four morths in prison,
'Iichntcally he was condemned to nineteen years. But,

he had already spent more than five years in Jjail,

and more than thirteen years was cut off with a pardon.

Leaving four mo:ths - for the last top-ranking figure

to be tried for war crimes.

- CR b ] AR DO, |




MILLIONAIRE

Bostop reports the demise of one of the
strangest of millionaires - an eighty-seven year old
possessor of great wealth who died in an obscure rooming
house. He never had a wife, and had no friends. All
he thought of was money, cash, earnings, profits. Yet,
he gave a million and a half to the Boston Publie
Library, =-- but there was a special reason for that,

His name John De Ferrarri, # began as a
small boy with a basket of fruit, graduated to a
pushcart and at sixteen had a horse and wagon selling
fruit. His route took him through the financial |
district of Boston, and there he became obsessed by
that fixed idea. He said all he wanted was --

*money, like those big Qankert'. He got it, too ~--
by becoming one of the shrewdest and ablest investors
in Boston financial history.

He learned it in the public library, reading
books on fizxms finance, stocks,Aﬁgzgg;;)and
investments. So that was why in his later millionaire

years, he tried to repay the public library, giving
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it a million and a half. Which created a sensation =-
the public never having heard of the unknown Croesusg
who lived in a cheap apartment.

When the limelight of publicity hit him }
didn't like it, and moved to a still cheaper rooming
house, where he spent the rest of his days, EXBRE
alone and friendless, still investing, still making

money.



Today they named - the "Admiral of Duluth®.
Which is the title traditionally bestowed on the
skipper of the first ship to get through from the
lower lakes into Lake Superior and the Port of
uluth.%eaning, that the grip of winter ice hai
bem}ln the narrow straits.
I have a telegram from Gerald Willman of the

Lake Carriers Association, who oa’l the frozen

. N
areas have beon% tough this year - Coast

A »
Guard ice breakers having a tough time smashing

through. But he adds that the first ore ship of the
year has traversed the locks of Sault Ste. MNarie -
while today, the first vessel got through, going the

other way. lw’\!or its captain the title of -

"Admiral of the Port of Duluth for Nineteen Fifty".



Yutside of Newburgh, New York, the farmers
were on a bobcat hunt today - after mw a wild feline
attacked two boys. The younger escaped death by A
Narrow margin,

Two brothers, Mike and George Sanok, thirteen
and s8ix, were out with their two dogs - when the
bobcat leaped at them from a tree. The dogs intervened,
and I wish I could make this a story of - dogs rescue
boys. But the feline fury gave battle with such
rip-snorting rage that both canines ran away, their

tails between their legs.

lhoroqpon the maddened bobcat sprang upon six
year old George, and bore him to the ground, ripping,
clawing and biting. The lad vouid have surely been
killed - except for his brother. Thirteen year old Nike
picked up a stick, and sailed into the bobecat, smiting

with might and main until the infuriated animal wilted

under the blows of the stick, andim't,tq into

a thicket. VWhereupon Mike took his brother home - the

six year old clawed and bitten on leg, hips and arm,

a > - ' - . sl



When a king writes a song, that's news -
and when a king of Siam contributes American swing for
a Broadway show that should be a headline in the bdook
'of oddities. S0 much so that I asked producer Mike
Todd about 1it.

Well, it shows how resourceful a play
producer can be, MNike Todd told me that, several
months ago, he saw a picture of the King of Siam on the

.
cover of A‘;‘.:‘ Magazine, and read how the twenty-two
year o0ld monarch was born at Cambridge, Massachusetts,
at the time when his father, Prince Nahidal, was
studying medicine at Harvard. He was brought up in
this country, and the article tnm wvent on to say
that he was quite a musician, who played the piano,
the drums and the horn, and liked to conduct an
orchestra. Moreover, that the King of Siam composed
some SOngs,

Mike Todd, getting ready to bring out a new

show, saw the possibilities, Jut how do you get a song
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from the King of Siam?! Well, the producer sent a cable
to His Majesty Phumiphom Aduldet at the Royal Palace
in Bangkok. That simple - though a good deal of
negotiatiop was needed.

But I wondered, what would a Broadway song
by the King of Siam be 1ike? I asked Mike Todd for a
copy of the lyrics - which he sent me. 8o listen,
Broadway and Tin Pan Alley. The title of one song
is "Dream of You" - and here are a few lines:

“Please make my dreams come true’ sings the
young King of 8Siam.

*In vonderland of ldve with you

*The rainbow gleams and roses bloom

*You are the lovely bride and I the

happy groom."

¥hich reminds us that His Najesty of the
tropical orient has just gotten married, so maybe the
ditty was written for his bride.

Well, the temvle bells are tinkling softly,

-

-.xksandalwood incense floating through the temple
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shrine - in the land of the white elephant.

King of Siam 1s a song writer on Broadway.

- -

But the




EANGARQQ

Here's another of those kidnap stories - a

»

child snatched. The abductor animated =~ by;;Bther love.

But this happened in the world of kangaroos - and what

can you do with a kangaroo?

—

In Philadelphia, a baby kangaroo has been
kidnapped by its aunt. The culprét and her sister
both had babies last fall, which each kept in her
pouch, kamgaroo fashion. But today the younger of the
two sisters was hopping around, sad and discons@late -
no baby at all. Whereupon it was discovered that the
older sister had two young kangaroos in her pouch -
having kidnapped baby nephew.

80 there she was defiant and belligerent -
angerly beating off the woebegone mother iiying to
get her baby back. In the world of human beings, there
would be arrest and prosocuzion;- butﬁrhat'gzg you do

with a kangaroo.?




