Monday, December 23, 1974

VAIL

President Ford met for two hours today with
key advisors at Vail, Colorado. Then it was out on the
slopes - for a second day of skiing. The President, at
times mingling with fellow skiers; and obviously enjoying

his first vacation since taking office last August.



C IA

BwoW-Jn Washington - C | A Director William

Colby was meeting today - with his top aides. This

°
in line withm‘from the President - to
\
make sure #w¥ the C I A is no}%ﬂ on
A

Americans here at home.

= &4
m‘ﬁe latestA The Pruidcnt/\ordcr

@ a complete investigation of the C I A's miingud

Mw be carried out by Secretary of

State Kissinger ~ in his capacity as the Preddent's
National Security Advisor. Dr. Kissinger sxisred

to report back - "within a matter of days."



MIDDLE EAST

In the Middle East - Syrian and Lebanese armed

forces were placed on maximum alert today. This to

guard against the possibility of an Israeli attack -

on the Al Adha, or Sacrifice Feas}\%- a major Moslem

ho liday beginning tomorrow.



HOLY LAND FOLLOW MIDDLE EAST

@‘tg Isvaeli tommmx troops in—tiwe-ocowpisd oty —ianl -

were also placed on full alert;bﬁw::cad—..tw

s® especially #+xwe at Bethlehem. The Israelis attempting
o AR tfm_p
to protect thousands of pilgrimcm to visit the

traditional birthplace of Jesus, Cheist



BETHLEHEM

The nation's second big steel maker - Bethlehem
Steel - today raised its prices in defiance of the
President's anti-inflation campaign. A spokesman saying
its new prices - will be "in line" with those recently
announced by its competition - meaning U S Steel-
which is still attempt.ng to justify its own action.
Indeed, the latter today cutting back its announced
price hikes, ky—wbowi--tweonéy—peoveonds Buil the next
move seems to be up to the President's wage and

price stability council.



NEW YORK
Former President NixonNQ last week paid more
than eleven thousand dollars - in back New York 9= State
taxes. This according to an announcement today -
Proke-a-cheeno
Jrom State Tax Commissioner Mario Procaccino;

who said the final accounting was the wawk result of

an eight months investigation. Procaccino siressing

% there was absoiwte?y== ''nmo evidence of

fraud."



WATERGATE

In the Watergale eocvsr=up trial - another day

of closing arguments; including a surprise suggestion
from Defense Counsel William Hundley - that it may
have been Charles Colson who actually okayed the
Watergate b=z bugging. Hundley's accusation based
in part on a taped statement froﬁ)m. Nixon -

who said that, '"Colson may damwn—wsil have been

the trigger man."



SUPREME COURT

The U S Supreme Court today issued a flurry
of rulings - in ils final decision day for the vear.
These including a six to three verdict - upholding
the President's right to grant pardons and imﬁose
individual conditions; and to do so - almost any way
he sees fil.

The courlt observing that the Presidentl's
pardoning power comes directly from the Consltlitution.

Adding: "The very essence of the pardoning power

is to treal each dmseswewoswinmy case individually.,"



NEW YORK

A man who served as an aide to Huber!t Humphrey
durving his last Senatovial race was indiclted bibwmwa by
a federal grand jury today in New York. Jack L.
Chestnut accused of taking ltwelve thousand in illegal
contributions - from the Associaled Milk Producers,

of Kansas.



ZURICH FRANKFORT

The price of gold was again soarving to new
heights loday on the bouillon markcﬁin London,
Frankfort and Paris. Bw®t ﬂighcsl of—aii—=—mmx at Zurvich
where the last quoted price was more than a hundred
and ninelvethree bucks, an ounce.

Observers adding that the price of gold could

e To
i two hundred sum—ounee. by January On

mm the day when U S citizens =—cmns

9

LQ( e d Y
again egallvToown gold; Mpeculuto;s 7~ hoping

to cash in\,

on a big U S gold rush.



KREMLIN

Some forly Soviel Jews loday presented a
petition - lo lhe Suprcme Soviel - or Soviet Parvliament
in Moscow. The dissidents demanding the release of

forty so-called "prisoners of Zion" - curvently held

in Soviet jails and labor camps.



PALMDALE

A protolype of the new supersonic B-1 bomber -
made ils first test flight today from Palmdale,
Califonia. The big plane climbing to ten thousand
feet, remaining aloflt for an houv and a half -- and
then iaan landing at nearby Edwards Air Force base.
CaexexWox Civilian test pilot Charles Bock Wa#v
describing the flight as "entirely uneventfull. A

And—=—therefore '"exlremely successful."



NOEL WIEN -- DON SHELDON
g A

: ( : : _ ;L‘ul.a/é'(, ¢
Aﬂrw:% this time of vear I htv«e——gfw‘g;n mentioned

/

a book or two lhal F=thowght yvou might find especially

interesting. Personaity [—el ways~have-mw-half—a—dosen

books—on my S —¥eading. Here are two I
feoy VA9

haveﬁrend/\ loud to a member of the family who is ill.
Both are Ihrilling}. Bolh axz about remarkable aitrmen.
‘lj' you ave interested in exciling true stories domn't miss
PIONEER BUSH PILOT, the story of Noel Wien who was
Alaska's first bush pilot, published by The University
of Washington Press in Seatlle. And)dtm:‘tm:t'ts another
put out recently by Rand McNally -- WAGER WITH THE
WIND, the story of Don Sheldon, who today is Alaska's
number one bush pilot. Both are full of hair-raising true

stories. Phis—I canr vouwch for pariiy—hecuuse I have flown

with both meewz== Noel Wien and Don Sheldon. TE.,:J g

-&A»Tm QU2 |



DOLLS

No doubt about it - the v § is currenlly
in the grip of a nostalgia craze. A#x And one of the
latesl manifestations - obdx the Nalional Geographic
tells us - a renaissance in doll houses: especially
the antique kind - which are now selling for anywhere
Jrom a hundred to a thousand dollars apiece.

As for furnishings - you can spend just as
much as you like, the same as in real houses. A
tea cup for example - on the usual one inch to one
foot sexxesdea scale aboutl two dollars; a chair - about
ten dollars; and a copy of an old desk -- aboul three
hundred and fifty dollars.

By the way, the world's most famous doll
house - thal of Brilain's Queen Mary, now on display
at Windsor Castle. Bul the most unique - perhaps
that of Smithsonian Institution; a doll house so complete

-- thal even its neesmmx nursery has ils own doll house.



