Thursday, June 14, 1973

MOSCOwW

Today over in Moscow - Soviet Communist Party
leader Leonid Brezhnev met American newsmen - the first
time ever. He repeated that the Watergate affair would have
no effect on his visit to the U.S. next week. "It is entirvely
a domestic affair” - said he. Adding: "What right have I
to interfere?"”

Brezhnev also said he has a "very great respect"” -
Sfor President Nixon; due mainly to the President's
"realistic and constructive approach” - to improving
relations between the U.S. and Russia. "I am not going to
the United States to bargain with President Nixon'" - he
continved; "but we arve going to have negotiations - and they
will be conducted in the spirit of confidence and in the spirit
of improving relations. "

That - from the top man at the Kremlin.



WATERGATE
One of the Nixon Administration's brightest young men
- or who once was presumed to be - was telling all today in

the Senate Watergate hearings. Former White House aide Jeb

Stuart Magruder - laying tare the moves that led to the
Watergate break-in and later cover-up; along the way, mzmhu'i
the names of those involved - up to and including former

|
Attorney General John Mitchell, who was then the Pruidcnt'cl
campaign director.

The trail leading to the White House - to the doorstep
of H.R. Haldeman. Magruder saying the President's former
chief-of-staff had apparently approved, as early as last
January - Magruder's plan to perjure himsely at the
Watergate trial. Magruder stressing, however - the

{
President himself was not involved; nor to his own knowledge

- the President's chief domestic advsier, John Ekrlichman.

The question that naturally arises from all of this -




——

B L e

WATERGATE- 2

is why the Watergate escapade was ever undertaken. At one
point, young Magruder - attemptling to explain. "During
this whole period" - said he - "when the President was
trying to settle the war - we saw continual violations of the
law; done by men like William Sloan Coffin of Yale - who
recommended on the Washington Monument grounds that
Students burn their drvaft cards - that we have mass
demonstrations - and shut down Washington.

Magruder going on to note that the Rev. William Sloan
Coffin - had taught ethics in college. "Now here were
ethical, legitimate people - whom I respected tremendously"”
- said he; people who were "breaking the law - without any
regard for any other person's pattern of behavior or beliefs;
and consequently, when these subjects came up'" - such as
Watergate - "we had become somewhat inured to using

questionable activities in what we thought was a legitimate

cause."

Magrude~ then adding: '"That's absolutely incorrect -




