STOP -DEWEY £1- P, Wned. | Pernns 53,1948,
<éhe dominant event in Philadelphia today was the
formation of a Stop-Dewey coalition) There had been some
previous attempts at this, along the dine of a Taft-Stassen
combine. One early indication came on the first day of the
Convention, when Colonel McCormick of the Chicago-Tribune,
championiof mid-western isolationism, came out for a
Taft-Stassen ticket - Taft for President, Stassen for
Vice-fresident. But Stassen declined any suggestion that he
might take second place.
Then, last night, with the Dewey band-wagon rolling,
Taft and Stassen had a conference, from which Stassen emerged,
declaring that a tie-up between himself and the Senator from
Ohio was impossible. The two candidates had another meeting
this morning, and that produced no repercussions. Then the
news wire brought word of a break for the Anti-Dewey forces -
(éovernor Green of Illinois announcing that the powerful
Illinois delegation would go for 'l‘ttt)llunou has

fifty-six convention votes, a ponderous block. It is not
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stated if all the Illinois delegates will vote for Taft,
but it is expected that the switch announced by Governor
Green will include most of them.

That was followed by another Taft-Stassen meeting
this afternoon. They were joined by Governor Duff of
Pennsylvania. Most of the Pennsylvania delegation is for
Dewey - as was made eloquently evident yesterday.
Pennsylvania favorite-son Senator Ed Martin announced himself
in favor of the New York Governor - he'll place Dewey in
nomination. But on the Pemnsylvania delegation ix there is ‘l
minority hostile to Dewey, a minority headed by Governor Duff.

| And the Stop-Dewey meeting was joined by @Governor
Kim Siegler of Michigan, manager of the boom for Semator
Vandenberg. Also - by State Chairman Harold E. Mitchell,
of Connecticut. His presence at the conference seemed to
indicate things about. Connecticut. The delegation from that

state is pledged to its own favorite-son, Senator Baldwin -

on the firsi ballot. But, when the Connecticut State Chairman

o o
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Joined the Stop-Dewey conference today, the hint was obvious

that Connecticut might go to Senator Taft or some other member

of the Anti-Dewey combination.

One of the candidates who was not present, was

Governor Warren of California. Today the California delegation |

took a vote and decided to stand firmly with the California

favorite son. This would seem to check any notion that Dewey

might pick up some California delegates in a hurry; ht) at the

same time, Governor Warren did not attemd the Stop-Dewey
rally.

The result of the conference was an agreement, as
announced this afternoon - an agreement on tactics to
Stop-Dewey in the balloting tomorrow. None of the candidates
involved in the combine m‘:ﬂ'nnn up their chances, one in
favor of the other. Both Senatot Taft and Harold Sgassen
declare firmly that they're in the race to stay, and expect

to win. But they are agreed on the necessity of stopping

Dewey. They say that the purpose of the conference tod§y was

|

1
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not to agree on any ticket, It was no attempt to decide on
any candidate to get the nomination - in case they succeed
in stopping Dewey. The choice, in that event, would work
itself out - @‘%dou«d by convention developments.
The plan they formed is to hold firm for two ballots - they
think that two ballots will do the trick. They predict that
Dewey will have about four hundred votes, his maximum.
That is, if they can stop him with'élm:tollotl. Their
contention is that if he doesn't win on the second, he 1is
through. In tlit case, the forces of the coalition will take
control - and battle it out among themselves for the
nomination.

( The Stop-Dewey conference was vigorous this atton*om,

in denouncing the Dewey tactics, what they call - "blitz

taeticc.')h-y complainéd about Dewey claims of delegates }
who favor him and about promises being made at Dewey
headquarters: They say there's an attempt to stampede the

delegates at the Convention, and that a lot of delegates
7.
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arw
resent - the Dewey blitz. They say thoytr for an open
convention, delegates free to choose - without any blitz.

So that's how the matter stands tonight, the

contending forces lined up in opposition, Dewey and Stop-Dewey,

the band-wagon blitz versus a unified opposition.
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And now let's look at that blitz band-wagon, as it
went rolling along today. It started 1ike a political
Juggernaut yesterday, when Senator Ed Martin, the Pennsylvan.s
favorite son, dropped his own status of candidate, and declared
for Dewey - announcing that he would place the name of the
New Yokk Governor before the Convention.

That was followed today, by Governor Kem of Missouri,
who declared himself for Dewey. Missouri, all along, has
bulked large as one of the states on the fence, and today's
Missouri declaration added its speed to the band-wagon Sthet=$s
accused of blitzing the Convention. Dewey Manager Brownell
announced the expectation that the New York Governor would
have most of the Missouri votes.

New Jersey came next, throwing its weight behind the
band-wagon. New Jersey is a favorite-son state, committed to
vote for Governor Alfred E. Driscoll - who today declared
himself for Dewey - arother favorite-son presidential candidate

going over to the New York Governor. Th&t is - almost
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4mmedlatein., The New Jersey delegation, with thirty-five votes,
.

will go taxxfimxsemam to Governor Driscoll on the first dballot -

and then wil} switch. The Governor stated today that ho'h'

releuv’w’tho delegation, after the first ballot; nnd},\&z"
%M o Reg
Wforbmy. It has been known

all along that a large part of the Jersey delegation was in
favor of the Governor of the state just across the Hudson;
and s® the belief is now that the large majority of the

delegates, after the nutw ballot, will join their favorite

e 2l YWoesacluo e wad

son mﬁnm to Dewey. 1o WV\Y‘&W fa-&ng--u |

.\‘ A W\:t, Qt‘l nhaeod . A‘D‘?‘h‘o |
It was announced todey that the Indisna stete

delegation had called a caucus -Az five P.M., Bestorn-Daylight
Rime——a—oceueus about what to do on the first ballot. The

Indiana
tnq\doloptn are & pledged to their own Indiema favorite

wene v
son, Congressman Halleck. But now they it decide
whether or not tv-might—mat—be-wise to drop the favorite-son
idea, and try to pick a winner on the first ballot. We hear

that the delegation of twenty-nine has a strong Dewey
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majority, nineteen for the New York Governor, nine for
Senator Taft, and one for Stassen. The news dispatch this
afternoon pictured the majority as wanting to cast ballots

for their favorite on the very first roll call, the idea being

that they want to be in on the victory, if Dewey by any chance

should be nominated on the first ballot.




CONVENTION NOTES

K In hotel rooms and corridors today, in more quiet

moments, there was much talk about last night's speech by
former President Hoover and unanimour agreement that it wae
the best speech made so far at the Conventtoh_; by a wide nrgt#

Everyone with the feeling that our Number One elder Statesman,

£s is far above party politics. Young and old alike were

impressed by the things he said -- and by {‘ﬁ‘e :ovaéion)h-u

gal.
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¢

,/cnd while speaking about the former President, his

two modest and able sons, Allen and Herbert Junior are here.
During the stirring ovation for Mr. Hoover, before he spoke,
tears were streaming down the face of the one son whom I

happened to be near. And there were many tears in the

Convention Hall. .

Today I uk%h;a -?l:n; if he was
bothered by the lights, those intense television igh lights
undthelighumdbythootherphctopaphorsthnthnm
80 many of us to wear dark glasses during the sessions. Mr.
Hoover mpliedthatyeshembotharedwth-htnom

t.hng:ncthorGOPconventionmback in Nineteen Twenty.
At that time he said he asked a man who seemed to be in charge
"=- they were kleig lights then -- if he could turn them off;
that the heat was overpowering. The man told him he couldn't
and then he added to Mr. Hoover that there was no doubt about
the intensity of the heat from them "because® said he, "you

can even stapt a forest fire with these lights.“



Speaking of the so-called Dewey Blitz, or as Henmry
oW~ ,
Luce of TIME AND LIFE expressed itﬂ'the on-rush of the Dewey

Division
T, Ab.ﬂomruidthatthohnythmm

to be perfect. I asked him whether he thought the favorite
sons and heads of fm various state delegations would be able
to hold their delegates in line. He said 4i»% im he doubted it.
That after all, the delegate who is a farmer, or a small town ';
- merchant, or lawyer, is hard to control when a bandwagon really

gets under way. He doesn't want to go home and have to tell

his neighbors that his vote didn't count, that he missed the boat.

So, he wants to get on the bandwagon. And observers, gengmlly,

here in Philadelphia are of the opinion tonight that the Dewey

bandwagon is rolling in such a w%qy that it can't be stopped.

A few more random notes: I ran into the Tennessee

delegatign” They had just come-from a aethh Governor



Sy W Finnan. dall

Dewey. to have impressed them enormously. And one of

Ve the Tennessee delegates s2id to his companions., "Boys, this
. ’

wbothetinetowa]k, but Ithinkl'nj\-ponlndrid.."

A lumberman from Ay » @ man with enormous
and a ruddy weather-beaten ace, as W on Zlo

mkxx stairs at the Bg}ievua, said that he thought )dg turning
point in Deny'a/élitical fortunes so far u/d;io campaign
7.

T

N

was con was the Oregon debate wi étuun. He said that
made 3/vast impression from coast t¢ coast, Bmm Dewey's mastery

\‘ er his opponent.
On all sides you /b/u- another comment, from de
That in the New York %nor they no longer see any
the mannerisms of ﬂé District Attorney. Most of you will
i remember how used to be said, so often, Dewey was too

/
harsh, tg/nuch like steel, too much the' District Attorney. Now

peop)é who meet him think he has away from that -- all of

ch makes it so much easier f#r him to win friends.

ot ewe
And some impressions from the Taft headquarters, at the

Benjamin Franklin?-Congressman Clarence Brown, the Taft Manager,

oyt afp,
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sparring with the boys, while several hundred reporters waited
for the Senator Athis afternoon. The two hundred and fifty pound
Congressman spoke of his own weariness and lack of sleep. Nearly
everyone looks bleary-eyed today. To hear Taft Manager Brown,
you would think that Dewey had been losing ground, with his man
steadily gaining,

Senator Taft rushing in late to the press conference,
Just tx a little while ago, telling us that iebis-epmgoepigien
the Dewey Blitz has been stopped. That Bmmg Dewey can't reach
more than four hundred votes on the second or third ballots.
That in his opinion California will stay with Warren indefinitely.
That he believes Muxkms 4hwt no candidate has anything like a
majority. And that he, Senator Robert Taft, this evening feels
vesy much encouraged and expects as he put it, "to be nominated
in due t.ile! a

PR YO,

Coming <t I ran into gm Roosevelt rth,

daughter of, Jkhe great T.R. /Sxe seems as yomg vivacic}a

as ever/l/l Adding a li extra zip to Taft Head rs,

whery/there was far/léss optimism in the air thant the Dewey
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headquarters. The New York Governor's floor at the m
is sur-charged with electricity and enthusiasm,

A moment ago I ran into Rolf Kaltenborn, son of the
veteran news analyst H.V. Rolf is running for Congress in Florida,
in the Sixth District. He shook his head rather sxhify sadly
and said that although he has his Ph.D. in politics from Harvard,
and taught at Yale, here at the Convention, as well as in his
own campaign in Florida, he has found that he knows only from
A to B in practical politics. A modest and most attractive

man who will go far.

~—

Although I am a lot older mm than young Rolf and
have been to a good mmmxm many national conventions now, at
this stage of the prooeedings, I feel the same way, that im

I only know from A to B .

ViR



ALPHABET

———————

The affair of the alphabet took another turn today -
when Alabama asserted its right of taking first actionm,
according to the a-b-c's. As we heard yesterday, the Alabama
delegation was split, seven for Dewey and seven for Taft -
and intended to pass, when called upon as the first state.

But today Alabame changed its mind, and decided to
speak up. In other words, the split in the delegation has been
braken, and Alabama has gone over to the side of Govermor
Dewey, he now having a majority. So tenight Alabams will ;
yield to Pennsylvania, so that Senstor Martin of the 4

Pennsylvania delegation may place the name of Tom Dewey before ]

the Convention.



PAGES

’

“tn my ti.”/on tho peaio, I once or hdco that

;tmblo - vl;léh 1s a nuhmro/thnt or/m pages £

,

mixed pf. A tma/tvo. ;‘-
t scramb d. This éauy piz feXlow in a fog.

(At the big Convention Hall here in Philadelphia,

the heat of the Rletg lights is .such that cross-currents of

air are set up - and these hit the stand on which a spekker

is reading from the pages of his address, -

eamhappen—when Wifkd-hite-pages. 'It happened twice today -

one time to Senator Kane of Washington. But he was luecky, \,

because the wnd hit the pages he had already rud-;g:\it :

aside. It was disconcerting to see a flock of sheets of

go flying on the breeze, but $t-wss no cammpm,ﬁa‘é...
The catastrophe happened to Ralph Becker, head of

the Young Republicans - an orator full of youth ahd fire. |

With his pages in front of him, he was at a climax of

'ﬁ‘d wnvtd - d{ >
eloquence - when the H hit. Pages went flying. He was

on page four of his address, and the wind carried away - four,



PABES -

five, 8ix and seven.

Ralph Becker

went right after u(rpmn. pages - taking |

a dive, retrieving them one after another. One page flew all

i au —— o mann AJP-?J:.
the n%ﬁchipu But he finally got

all four, and returned to the rostrum, where a m k of

trouble hit him. He couldn't find his plaoo,\ By a

5 e e

oversight, he had forgotten to number the pages, and couldn't

tell which one he had been reading. Moreover, he couldn't

————
- - ————

get them in the right order without considerable study.

YOu know how it is when pages without numbers get mixed up

and you try to unscramble them, snd-get~them—back—inte-right.

erded, But at length he announded: "Thank you fellow delegates,'

.j‘
]

and went shead. Howevex, Me still doesn't know whether he |
i

read those pages in the right:-order. But it was a good speecH,

Just the same. . X better, if you md§
- r
1



