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Campus reacts to sexual assault

Fulton Townhouse invasion spurs safety concerns

By JOHN RODINO
Assus;ant News Editor

Sexual assault struck the
Upper Fulton residence early
Saturday morning, prompting
Director of Safety and
Security John Gildard to
remind students of the impor-
tance of locking the doors of
their residences.

“There are many, many peo-
ple, especially in the town-
houses, who keep their doors
unlocked,” Gildard said.
“Students should remind each
other before they go out and
before they go to bed, to lock
their doors.”

The incident occurred
Saturday at approximately
4:25 am. The suspect, a
Marist junior, entered the
Upper Fulton residence
through an unlocked. front
door. The. student entered a
bedroom and sexually molest-
ed a female student, according
to the e-mail sent to the entire
student body from Gildard.
The suspect fled when other
residents returned. A Marist
student followed the suspect
and identified him. Marist
security detained the suspect
until local police arrived to
arrest him.

The alleged suspect has been
charged with misdemeanors of
sexual abuse, and criminal
trespass.

Tim Massie, Chief Public
Affairs Officer at Marist, told
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Marist security and Poughkeepsie Police worked together in capturing and detalnlng the suspect, a
Marist junior. The supect entered the Fulton residence through an unlocked front door and fled when
other residents entered. He was followed and later taken into custody by marist security.

the Poughkeepsie Journal that
the junior from Rhinebeck
who was arrested will be sub-
ject to an on-campus judicial
process that will determine
whether he can remain a stu-
dent at Marist.

Gildard said he thinks that in
spite of this weekend’s assault,
the on-campus crime rate has
decreased since last year.

“I keep a rough track of the
incidences — I don’t do the sta-
tistics until the end of the year
—but I think, for the most part,
crimes are down,” Gildard
said. '

Marist upperclassmen living
in residence halls across from
main campus have responded
fo this incident.

Pat Ahern, senior, said the
incident was appalling.

“I was really surprised, dis-
gusted actually.”

Ahern also said that because
he is a male, he feels more
secure on campus.

“I don’t want to sound sexist
or anything, but as a guy I feel
a little safer.”

Dana Grimaldi, a Marist jun-
ior and a resident of Upper
Fulton, said she was startled

by the incident.

“I guess I’ve always felt safe,
but the incident was definitely
shocking.” Grimaldi said.

Kelly Lauturner, a senior
who also lives in Upper
Fulton, said the college’s secu-
rity patrols make her feel more
comfortable.

“I was a little scared after
what happened, but I’ve seen
security walking around and I
actually feel pretty safe with
them in control and making
sure that everything is okay,”
Lauturner said.

Marist rises in K1p11nger s “100 Best Buys”

By AMANDA LAVERGNE
Staff Writer

With the recent update to
the Kiplinger’s “100 Best
Buy’s for Private Schools,”
Marist jumped in rankings
from 50 to 41 this year.
According to Tim Massie,
Chief Public Affairs Officer,
Marist surpassed prestigious
schools on the list such as
NYU, Syracuse and George
Washington University.

“Marist’s move up the
ranking of Kiplinger’s best
buys reinforces an important
message during these trou-
bled economic times,” said
Massie, “that by surpassing
other great institutions this is
proof that when based on
quality and cost, Marist is a
top tier national college.”

Interest in Marist remains
strong, according to Massie,
as made evident by the num-
ber of high school students
and parents that continue to
visit. Sophomore Brittany

Blum, a tour guide, has also
noticed this continuing trend.
“I just became a tour guide
this year,” said Blum, “and I
have already been aware of
the fact that I consistently
get a large group of parents
and students that have a keen
interest in Marist and the
education it has to offer.”

The Kiplinger website
offers personal financial
advice and business fore-
casts. In addition to this,
every year it releases “100
Best Buy’s” for private and
public colleges and universi-
ties. For criteria to rank each
school, Kiplinger looks at
undergraduate enrollment,
admission rate, student fac-
ulty ratio and total costs,
among other factors.

Massie also added that
applications have increased
by 2,000 in the past two
years.

“When I started my career
at Marist in 1994, the accept-
ance rate was 76 percent,”

Kiplinger's s

Kiplinger, a business magazine that is known for its rankings in
various criteria, releases and annual ranking of both public and
private colleges and universities. Marist has risen in Kiplinger's
ranks from 50 to 41 since last year.

Massie said, “and last year it
was half of that at 38 per-
cent.”

According to the Kiplinger
list this year, Marist has an
acceptance rate of 41 per-
cent. Sophomore Retta
Byron expressed her enthusi-
asm for Marist’s jump on the
list.

“I think it’s great that
Marist is becoming better
known and more presti-
gious,” said Byron. “I think
that it will look good for stu-
dents who graduate from
here in the coming years to
be from a school on the rise.”

Massie stressed that Marist
is continually improving.

With the coming addition of
the Hancock Technology
Center, “it will create anoth-
er iconic structure that will
raise the stature of the col-
lege academically and fur-
ther our reputation in the
community as a driving force
in the economic development
of our county, region, and
state,” Massie said.

“It’s gratifying that
Kiplinger’s and other ratings
guides have noticed what -
Marist has already achieved
and what will be accom-
plished in the years ahead,”
said Massie. “As a communi-
ty we should be proud of
that.”
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Security Briefs

Pre-owned ‘g1

By TYLER THURSTON
...funnier than you.

12/2 — Champagnat

Kicking December off with a
bang, or at least a shot, one
intoxicated student was found
in Champagnat, with more
probably just hiding their
drunkenness better. The stu-
dent was evaluated and
allowed to return to their
room; good news for the stu-
dent and bad news for anyone
who had hope this was going
to get more interesting. Just
hold on tight, there’s plenty
more intoxication where that
came from. Champagnat, I
mean.

12/3 — Campus

In two separate events, plants
and trees were found disman-
tled on campus. Yup. Plants
and trees, you read that right.
Nothing shows the “big man
on campus,” syndrome more
than a growing resistance to
going green. Seriously, can’t
nobody hold you down. You
do what you want, and if that
involves tearing plants out of
the ground, well, you go girl.

12/4 - Lowell Thomas
Parking Lot

A hit-and-run occurred on
campus, with one graduaté
student reporting a substantial
dent found in their Audi. The
lack of note or even an apolo-
getic smiley face forced the
student to report the event to
security, and so far no suspects
have been apprehended. See,
now if this was me, two
crimes would have occurred
here. One would have
involved driving away from
the scene, and the other, well; you
probably wouldn’t be driving
away from that one, if you feel me.
12/4 — Marian
Marian was once again the
place to be, at least as far as
illicit drug use is concerned,
with the student suspected of
smoking marijuana (gasp!)
fleeing the room before the
RD could put a stop to it. Once
again, best strategy is proba-
bly not to run as fast as you
can, but you know, whatever

you want. At least you didn’t.

hit a car and run. Although,

you might have, who knows?
You probably forgot to pick up
your 10 year-old brother at
baseball practice too. Just tell
your mom you were busy get-
ting high. She’ll understand.

12/4 — Leo Hall

Leo Hall got in on the action,
with a bottle of vodka being
confiscated from a student’s
gym bag. Gym bag, nice
cover. Nothing takes the sting
out of a fresh workout better
than a nice dry martini, so at
least you can forget any mem-
ory you had of ever working
out. I know I did, but there
was sadly no alcohol involved.
12/4 — Music Room
One unfortunate student
reported the loss of their
accounting book, valued at a
good $225, or at Marist, not
even two classes. This is what
the economy has done to us?
Stealing textbooks? God, I
know there’s a recession, but
aren’t their better ways to
make money? It’s called sell-
ing your body, people. Work
what you have.

12/4 — Upper West Cedar
The first towed vehicle of the
year had the honor of being
from the Upper West Cedar
lot, with several prior tickets
and a boot giving the owner
fair warning. This sucks, but if
you have several tickets on
your car, doesn’t it occur to
you, “maybe I should move
it?” It’s like your own little
countdown, just for you.
Actually, if you can’t notice
that many tickets on your car,
maybe you aren’t so good with
the whole “numbers” thing.

12/5 — Upper Townhouses
A usual noise violation was
reported on campus, and upon
further inspection, the noise in
question turned out to be some
housemates singing at the top
of their lungs “Happy
Birthday.” I would print the
lyrics to that little ditty right
here, but I’m pretty sure you
have to pay for that. Besides,
who even knows if that was
the version they were rocking?
They could be dropping some
mad freestyle jam; I’m not one
to judge. I mean, when you're

s’ at top of

singing so loudly that the
neighbors are complaining,
you’re probably going to be
judged enough.

12/5 — McCann Center

The Marist men’s basketball
game provided plenty of room
for violation, with several
alcohol confiscations being
reported, and one lucky young
winner being escorted out of
the game. Also, two student
workers reported money miss-
ing from their purses while
they were off being produc-
tive. So basically, just a lot of
things taken. Alcohol, money,
that kid forcibly. You know, all
one in the same.
12/5 — Campus

A grounds-worker make a
startling  discovering on
Friday, finding a wallet on
campus. Looking further into
the matter, however, security
soon discovered that said wal-
let contained two forms of
identification, and one was not
a library card. So, basically
you lose both forms of identi-
fication all at once. How will

- anyone ever find you? Oh

yeah, you’re the kid on cam-
pus with a fake ID. That
should narrow it down.

ist this holiday season

12/6 — Upper West
Cedar/McCann

The larceny continued, with a
student reporting her iPod
missing from her vehicle.
Later, another student reported
her iPod missing from the
McCann Center. Seriously,
people? I know that holiday
shopping can be stressful, but
why resort to this? Aw, the
best gifts of all — someone
else’s. Seriously?

Public Service
Announcement

In light of recent events on
campus, security has been
checking doors on campus,
making sure they are locked.
In Lower West Cedar, 16
doors were found open, along
with 6 in Upper West Cedar.
Lower Fulton reported over
50% of all doors unlocked,
along with 3 residences in
Foy. Students are reminded to
lock their door, at all times.
There’s nothing else to say.

Disclaimer: The Security
Briefs are intended as satire
and fully protected free speech
under the First Amendment of
the Constitution.
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Jewish Students Group makes its debut on campus
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Pioneer group looks to promote religious diversity as Hanukkah nears

By GAIL GOLDSMITH
Staff Writer

The Jewish Students Group
is the first Jewish group on
the predominantly Catholic
Marist campus with a signifi-
cant presence. The group has
provided a place for Jewish
spiritual expression and has
become involved in the cam-
pus community.

President Aly Cariani saw a
need for this on many levels:
“I know a lot of [Jewish] peo-
ple, who could have come to
Marist, but didn’t because
they didn’t think they would
be comfortable.”

The group was founded to
address the needs of Jewish
students and to strengthen
and diversify the spiritual life
on campus.

The group meets weekly for
discussion and to plan activi-
ties, like the upcoming
Jewish Film Festival and the
Passover Seder. Freshman
and newly elected Co-
President Joanna Weiss feels

that the .Jewish Students
Group helped ease her transi-
tion to college.

“It was good to find people
with similar interests. The
group was an instantly famil-
iar setting with like-minded
individuals,” she said. “It is
important to have a Jewish
students group in such an

overwhelmingly  Catholic
school. It makes Marist more
welcoming.”

Since such a large number
of Catholic students here
have come from firmly
grounded Catholic back-
grounds, there is a certain
level of ignorance about the
Jewish faith.

“Nobody really knows
much about being Jewish,”
said Cariani, “When I was

told multiple times that I was -

someone’s ‘first Jewish
friend,’ I realized how diffi-
cult it could be for a person
who identifies with Judaism
more than myself. We have
come together and we have
made friends in the process

Hillel

From JEWISHJOURNAL.COM
The new Jewish Students Group
hopes to collaborate with Hillel,
a Jewish campus organization
that stresses social justice and
Jewish education.

Students at any college may register to.
o karnJ Credits in 3 Weeks While On Uacation!
o Get a jump on the semester™
o Complete a required course

[I::cember 24 to January 16, 2009
Heqlster by December 19

suuvlllster

' Start Here. LHET

| For more information or to register:

Call 800-724-0833 = Visit sunyulster.edu

as well.”

With the establishment of
Muslim Students Association
and the Jewish Students
Group, more faiths are
becoming meaningfully
incorporated in to campus
life. The Jewish Student
Group has 27 members. Out
of the 27, eight are fully
Catholic.

“I joined because I wanted

to learn more about
Judaism,” said Mia
Silverman.

Although Hanukkah begins
on December 21, the Jewish
Student Group will celebrate
Shabbat, a weekly time of
rest and spiritual enrichment,
and Hanukkah, the celebra-
tion of the miracle of the oil,
on Friday, December 12,
together as a community.

“We want to incorporate all
the members’ traditions,”
said Cariani; “I think it will
make life easier on campus;
students can feel more at
home, especially during the
holidays.”

Uintersznet -

The Jewish Student Group
has participated in, several
campus charitable events,
such as the Giving Tree and
Hunger Month programs.
The organization also plans
to expand their community
service by partnering with
area temples.

The group is moving
towards SGA affiliation and
hoping to join Hillel, a
Jewish campus organization
that emphasizes a commit-
ment to social justice and
Jewish learning.

“We want to make this a
bigger deal,” said Cariani.

If interested in the
Jewush Students
roug contact Aly

ariani at
Alyssa. Canam@
gmail.com.

Meetings are
Thursdays at 9:30
in the Commuter
Lounge.
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Students debate the “24” effect

TV show addresses torture, terrorism and race

By HEATHER STAATS
Staff Writer

On FOX’s hit drama “24”,
black President David Palmer is
a charismatic man who makes
difficult decisions on a
moment’s notice. As a strong
leader, could the character of
Palmer have helped Americans
to find confidence in a black
president in real life?

The plot of “24” revolves
around agent Jack Bauer, played
by actor Kiefer Sutherland, and
the Counter Terrorism Unit
(CTU). Each season is the
course of one day, and in each of
these seasons, various threats are
made against the United States
and against President Palmer,
depicted by Dennis Haysbert. It
is Bauer’s job to locate the ter-
rorists behind the threats and
stop them before it’s too late.

In Season Two, after an
attempt had been made on his
life, President Palmer made an
announcement to the American
people. Yet, with his strong
fagade and charisma, he was
able to assure the people that
everything was fine. \

“I don’t think that President
Palmer has had an effect on
public opinion.” said Joe
DelLisle, president of the Marist
College Republicans. “People
watch TV for entertainment, to
get away from the real world.”

TV Guide’s Matt Roush feels
that it’s important to put political
opinions aside and remember
that “24” is a TV program that is
meant to entertainin its audi-
ence.

From GOOGLE.COM
President David Palmer
(Haysbert) portrays a strong
and charismatic leader on
FOX’s drama “24.”

“Frankly, much of the political
content being discussed by
reviewers (the torture theme, the
fact that Jack is being sought to
testify and justify his actions
before Congress, the sniveling
portrayal of the token U.N.
weasel, even the swearing in of
a new female president) was
embedded in the show itself,”
Roush said on the company’s
Web site.

“I disagree,” said Christopher
Waters, a fellow Marist College
Republican. “It has an effect on
how people see a black presi-
dent. You’re able to trust
Palmer. It doesn’t matter who it
is; as long as the President can
be ‘presidential,” the people will
be able to follow and support
him.”

Bauer’s job in CTU is to hunt
and stop terrorists from commit-
ting heinous acts.

“The show ‘24’ doesn’t stereo-
type too much with who the bad
guy is,” Waters said. “The dif-
ferent terrorists on the show

www.maristcircle.com

span the globe from America to
Spain. It’s not just Middle
Fastern terrorists.”

But does this help to create
better race relations or promote
racial tolerance?

“It’sa TV show,” DeLisle said.
“It’s not going to improve race
relations, but it’s also not going
to make people think that
Spanish people are terrorists.”

Another aspect of the show
centers on torture. When Bauer
captures a terrorist, he has a cru-
cial decision to make; should he
use violence against them?

- Having the protagonist of a hit

show committing acts of torture
could potentially have an effect
on how Americans view the
subject.

“Every time Jack tortures
someone, something bad hap-
pens to him,” DeLisle said. “It
certainly doesn’t glorify acts of
torture.”

“The show has an element of
realism,” Waters said. “Torture
happens in real life. Jack does
the greatest good for the greatest
number of people. But is that
right? This is the question the
show poses.”

While it’s unclear whether or
not this show has the ability to
sway the general public, it does
pose some deep ethical ques-
tions. Given the U.S.-led War
on Terror, the events of the
show hit close to home.

“Whenever you’re watching
something realistic, you put
yourself in that situation and
question what you would do,”
said DeLisle. “You try to justify
your position based on the
events of the show.”

Obama weighs nuclear weapon rhetoric

By ANDREW OVERTON
News Editor

Throughout his campaign,
President-elect Barack Obama
displayed mixed messages
about his stance on nuclear
arms. However, when Obama
takes office in January, he will
need to clarify where he
stands.

The Bush administration
sought to build the first new
U.S. warheads since the end of
the Cold War, but Congress has
decided to defer any decision
on the matter to next year when
Obama is inaugurated.

- During the campaign, Obama
said that he seeks “a world
without nuclear weapons,” but
he also added the United States

must “always maintain a
strong [nuclear] deterrent as
long as nuclear weapons
exist.” ’

According to Clark Murdock,
a senior adviser at the Center
for Strategic and International
Studies, these challenges have
been growing for some time
and the Obama administration
will have to eventually face
them.

“This is rfot just a decision
about the future of U.S. nuclear
weapons, but about how the
United States will address the
challenges of...nuclear terror-
ism, nuclear proliferation and
our entire 21st century nuclear
strategy,” Murdock said.

Bush’s nuclear arms agenda

focuses producing a
“Reliable Replacement
Warhead,” which the adminis-
tration says is a better, more
durable substitute for war-
heads. In addition, the new
warhead has a feature that
would ensure it could not be
detonated if stolen by terror-
ists.

Junior Chris LaFleche though
doesn’t think it’s pragmatic for
America to stop updating its
nuclear weaponry.

“While Obama’s idea to stop
the development of new
nuclear weapons and to place a
global ban on production is
ideal, it is not necessarily safe
to stop while others still have
them,” LaFleche said.

on
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g)n MMERarist’s mind|

"Do the terrorist attacks in Mumbai have you
concered about domestic security here?"

Mike Quinn Kira Broganer

Freshman Senior
Sports Communication Advertising

It acted as a reminder that Not necessarily. I feel that
terrorism here is still a real we are as prepared as we
threat. It didn’t necessarily can be with new technology
make me any more fearful and our new leadership. We
than I was [about our made a lot of enemies with
domestic security], but if Bush as president. The best
they can pull it off in India, thing we can do is brace
they can pull it off here. ourselves.

Brandn Bo

Kae Malloy 7
Sophomore Sophomore
Business Biomedical Sciences

I heard about these attacks Honestly I don’t fear being
and sympathize. But regard- hit by another terrorist
ing our own domestic security, attack. 1 feel the govern-
I don’t fret about it because ment has stopped so many
there is nothing personally I attacks and that they are
can do. It’s out of my con- doing the best to protect us.
trol. | It shows.

Write-winger?
Contribute to the
Politics page for

next semester!

Contact writethecirclef@gmail.com




THE CIRCLE

O

IllOIl

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2008

Pl

WWW. manstclrcle com

PAGE 5

Wishing you a very un-Kosher Christmas

By JOE GENTILE
Politics Editor

With two ongoing conflicts
in the Middle East, a comical
third front emerges this time
of year, as usual, in the form
of a swaddled babe. He is
named Jesus, and this most
famous Jew in history does
not enjoy competition. But,
for those of us too distracted
by the Code Bluelight Special,
any discussion about a “War
on Christmas” is about as real
as Santa Claus.

However, Dale Kolarek and
a chapter of the Catholic
Daughters, from Rockland
County, are having a very
green holiday through the sale
of their "It's OK to Say Merry
Christmas to Me" buttons and
magnets. With buyers in 49
states, these ladies made the
Pieces of Flair Facebook
application a reality by profi-
teering off the fear that, some-
how, the first five letters of
*“Christmas™ could be sudden-
ly erased.

Yet, as fact has it, these folks
can rest easy as more than
three-fourths of the United
States still identifies as

Christian, according to this
year's U.S. Religious Landscape
Survey by the Pew Forum. Still,
I can understand why they
must be afraid, particularly of
Jews (such as myself), that
represent little more than a
single percentage of the entire
population. Hanukkabh is a vio-
lent holiday.

Not to be rivaled by Black
Friday, or Cyber Monday for
that matter, the eight days of
Hanukkah embolden Jews to
play with matches, eat foods
of an incredibly high-choles-
terol count and display our
religious symbol that is remi-
niscent of a ninja throwing
star.

But, I would be upset too if
I could not light something on
fire for eight days, or receive a
pair of incredibly comfortable
socks instead of an Xbox 360.
But, all joking aside, I am
going to declare victory in the
“War on Christmas.” My justi-
fication for this is the fact
those “Christmas™ buttons and
magnets, not to mention the
Star of David, are symbols.

Even though the intentions

‘of Kolarek and company

might be to include others, it is

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY:

The Circle welcomes letters from Marist students, faculty
and staff as well as the public. Letters may be edited for
length and style. Submissions must include the person’s
full name, status (student, faculty, etc.) and a telephone
number or campus extension for verification
purposes.

Letters without these requirements will not be
published.

Letters can be dropped off at The Circle office or submit-
ted through the ‘Letter Submission’ link on
MaristCircle.com
Letters are the opinions of their authors and do not reflect
the official position of The Circle
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throughout the Marist campus.

To request advertising information or to reach the
editorial board, call (845) -575-3000 ext. 2429.
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Jewish student is offended by politically-incorrect paraphernalia.

an exclusive emblem that smacks
not only of anti-Semitism, but
ostracizes other non-Christians
alike for simply asking to have
their heritage respected.
Growing up as the child of
an interfaith marriage, to a last
name that stands for “non-
Jewish” in the dictionary, the
month of Deceniber has
always reminded me why I’'m
special. Nobody else at George
Washington Elementary could
say they placed the topper on
the family Christmas tree

(albeit with a little help from
my Dad) and held fire in their
hands.

Yet, as I reflect on the light-
ing of the Hanukkah menorah,
and the visits to the Nativity
scene at the church our street
is named after, I didn’t feel
different from everybody else
— only rarer. The Gentiles had
been the only interfaith family
at George Washington, at least
temporarily, so I didn’t antici-
pate a single Hanukkah greet-
ing from my classmates out-

side the litany of “Merry
Christmas.”

But, to be perfectly honest, I
did not mind - and Ido not
much to this day. The cherished
holiday of “Chrismukkah” at the
Gentile household has been
alive and well for the more
than twenty years of my par-
ent’s marriage, so I do not
anticipate it disappearing.

However, the religiosity of
the holidays, from Jewish
Orthodox and Christian ideo-
logues on both sides of the
aisle, still relegate my inter-
faith family and me to a realm
of soulless secularism. What’s
amoral, though, about educat-
ing myself? Personally, my
heritage does not need to be
rooted in tradition, so long as
it is rooted in love.

So, Marist College, I ask you
to be merry this December as
we celebrate our triumph in
the “War on Christmas.” But,
if somebody shoves that but-
ton in my face, they better be
ready for a “Shalom, goysche,”
or “Hello, non-Jew.”

‘Eorryears on end tlw Mmst

or non dmsmnl
_Ihe

Letters to the Editor
Marist Football: Would anyone mlss it?

cammt end football; we Just
built a new stadium complex
exclusively for the football

‘will fans pay to see’ .maaoms:epuftwq of the
recruiting
gmunds for lacrosse, Long

most  fruitful

Umvewty have both done
- away with their football pro-
grams; shouldn’t we be com-
., mYuTanneySmd:misa ~_peting
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COME HOME TO LONG ISLAND FOR GRADUATE bLHOOL

There’s still time to enroll for spring —
Leam about our graduate degree programs and scholarship opportunities |

TEACHER EDUCATION & APPLIED BEHAVIOR ANALYSIS
- M.S. Childhood Education

- M.S. Literacy Education

- M.S. Teaching Students with Disabilities

- Advanced Certificate in Applied Behavior Analysis

HOMELAND SECURITY
MANAGEMENT INSTITUTE

Designated by Act of Congress as a DHS Homeland Security
Center of Excellence

Fully accredited, fully online programs including:

- Advanced Certificate in Homeland Security Management
- M.S. Homeland Security Management

Visit our Web site www.liu.edu/riverhead

OPEN HOUSE

Wednesday, January 7 * 4:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.

%%%N? Long Island University at Riverhead is located on Suffolk County
ﬂ/ Community College’s Eastern Campus ® Long Island University Building
P at 121 Speonk-Riverhead Road (off County Rd. 51) ® Riverhead, New York

river

From GOOGLE.COM
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Happy-hobrtasrs;~and:~>a
safe, relaxing winter
break




Tue CIRCLE

Features

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2008

www.maristcircle.com

PAGE 7

Campus Ministry participates in the season of giving

By MARY TREUER
Staff Writer

Throughout each holiday
season people hear the expres-
sion, “In giving we receive.”
What better way to demon-
strate this motto than to give to
those who are much less fortu-
nate and may not have the
same opportunity to enjoy
their holiday? That is exactly
what the Giving Tree project
does each holiday season here
at Marist.

Brother Frank and the
Campus Ministry advisory
board take charge of this proj-
ect, which involves setting up
eight Christmas trees around
the campus. Each tree holds
various types of ornaments in
three different colors that rep-
resent needs, household items
and wishes for families

throughout Dutchess County.
This year, 753 gifts were
requested. Of these, 79 were
household items, 447 were
needs and 257 of these
requests were wishes for chil-
dren. Five agencies collected
these requests in order to bet-
ter the holidays for 23 families
in this area. There are 92 chil-

dren among these families.

The ormamented trees were
put on display in mid-
November, and within two
weeks they were nearly bare.
This shows just how many
Marist Students are dedicated
to the project and have pur-
chased gifts out of concern for
the families. Many students
have purchased their own
individual gifts for the project,
but students have contributed
as a group also. Sports teams,
certain floors of residence

The smart college
student’s holiday
shopping guide

By MARISSA GUERCIO
Circle Contributor

With the holiday season in
full swing, here are six tips
and tricks to make holiday
shopping affordable on a col-
lege budget!

Shop Online: Compare
prices AND save money on
gas — even if an item is on
sale, driving across town to
pick it up may outweigh the
great sale price. Look for free
shipping offers on your pur-
chases; additionally, some
stores offer in-store pickup
. after you place an order online
to skip the hassle of holiday
crowds.

Check out FreeShipping.org
for the latest retail shipping
incentives.

Look for College Discounts:
Many retailers offer a discount
on student purchases just by
showing a school ID.

Sign Up for Retailers’ E-
mail Newsletters and Club
Memberships: Many sales
may only be offered to a retail-
er’s most loyal customers.
Search for holiday promotions
in newspapers and on the
store’s Web site as well.

Subscribe to LeSportsac’s
newsletter and be the first to
hear about their latest promo-
tions and sales.

“Boots Club” members
receive exclusive offers and

special benefits for Boots’ cos-

metic and skincare lines (sold
at Target and Target.com).

Make a List and Stick to It:
Before you begin shopping,
create a list of absolutely
everyone you need to buy for
and how much you plan to
spend. This will help cut back
on impulse purchases and
extra spending.

Do Your Homework:
Explore a variety of online
outlets for the best price. The
word “sale” doesn’t necessari-
ly guarantee the lowest cost —
use search engines such as
“Froogle,” and Web sites such
as DealNews.com to compare
items on your list.

Shop Last-Season’s Trends:
Now’s a great time to shop for
spring/summer ’08 items, as
many retailers have excess
inventory and need to make
room for new products. Take
advantage of this opportunity
to find great merchandise that
will be chic for seasons to
come.

All items from the
Spring/Summer 2008 Stella
McCartney for LeSportsac

‘collection are 75% off! Enter

promo code “STELLA75” at
checkout and capitalize on the
amazing savings.

halls, clubs, housemates or
groups of friends have pur-
chased the larger and more
expensive gifts. The proj- |
ect has truly been a team |
effort.

“I think the Giving Tree
is a very generous idea,
freshman student and
Campus Ministry member,
Melissa Sonier said. “I’ve
done the same thing every
year at my church back
home, and I’ve always felt
this is a great way to give
to people in need during
the holiday season.”

Through the project, stu-
dents have learned the
value of giving to those in
need. During the holiday
bustle and the anxiety of
finals, the opportunity to make
someone’s holiday more joy-
ful puts the stresses of this
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time of year into perspective.
Before someone in need can
cherish each of these gifts, the
presents will be blessed at a

MARY TREUER/THE CIRCLE

Presents are blessed at the Chapel before peing distributed to families.

mass in the chapel on
December 14 at 7 p.m. All are
welcome to attend this cere-
mony.

cartoon corner
By VINNIE PAGANO
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McDonald’s crosses cultural barriers, brings taste of home

By COLIN JOHNSON
Staff Writer

Since my arrival in Dublin,
even on multiple trips across
the country and several more
in mainland Europe, every
place I have been contains
either McDonald’s or Burger
King. The only exception to
this was the Aran Islands;
however they only got cable
ten years ago so I’m not really
including them.

Fast food in Europe is on a
whole new level than what I
was used to back home. The
relatively small, dirty fast food
restaurants of America are
pretty small scale compared to
some of the multi-floored
burger palaces I have had the
privilege of dining in over
here. And I think it is possible,
at least in Dublin, that there
are more fast food places per
street then in the states. I can
literally stand in the front door
of one McDonald’s, and wave
to the folks across the street

fortunate enough to be dining
beneath the golden arches as
well. During the first few
weeks here, when McDonald’s
and BK saved me from being
homesick, my friends and I
would change up our lunch
plans by walking to the BK
that was a block away from
the one we ate at yesterday.
* One day as I bit into my third
hamburger of the afternoon, I
thought to myself, , that this
lifestyle would eventually be
detrimental to my health. But
then I thought about what fast
food stood for in my mind. I
mean, since arriving in Dublin
my classmates and I had leapt
into Irish culture as if it was a
ridiculously oversized and
completely unrealistic pool of
jello (green jello of course).
So it was nice to take that step
backwards here and there and
be reminded of the culture we
had grown up in.

It was not until leaving
Ireland’s shores that I realized
what places like McDonald’s

and Burger King meant to
society. They were a unifier.
Not only are they everywhere,
but they stand as a symbol of
hope and relief. For example,
after a two and a half hour
flight to Barcelona, my buddy
Graham and I were pretty hun-
gry. However, instead of being
met with sustenance, we were
met with an hour and a half
bus ride. Needless to say the
sight of a McDonald’s at the
Barcelona bus station was
comparable to finding the
fountain of youth. We imme-
diately set out running for it,
knocking bags over and hur-
dling kids and chairs; in fact
I’m pretty sure I heard
“Chariots of Fire” playing
somewhere in the background.

And then we hit it, that giant
metaphorical wall: the lan-
guage barrier. I immediately
began combing my brain for
every word I had learned in
high-school Spanish. My
thought process was some-
thing like “Hola, dos,

noche...alright I
think I’'m good.”
Little did I know
that language would
not be as much of an
issue, because no
matter what country
you are in, one word
in the fast food
dialect is universal:
McNugget.
Immediately I
ordered a bunch of
those, and by sheer
luck and excessive
pointing I ended

From HOMEPAGE.MAC.COM

with a cheeseburger The familiar McDonalds’ arches helps
and fries as well, students abroad with homesickness.

Let me tell you,
McDonald’s tastes fifty times
better when you have acquired
it via successful navigation of
a foreign language.

I have learned quite a bit
during my time abroad. Every
country, city, town and village
is unique. That may seem like
an obvious ¢laim, but until I
saw these places firsthand, I
could not grasp how different

various societies are from one
another. A lot of things are
uncertain; I don’t know if we
will ever achieve world peace
or if we will ever share any of
the same universal ideals.
What I do know is that we will
always have the McNugget,
and for now that is good
enough for me.

Column about nothing: The do’s and dont’s of using Facebook

By MORGAN NEDERHOOD
Staff Writer

To many, Facebook is noth-
ing more than a social net-
working tool, a way to keep in
touch with friends, socialize
with coworkers and find old
friends. However, Facebook
counters these benefits with a
plethora of bizarre and awk-
ward social taboos, many of
which are unique to Facebook
communities. What do you do
when you want to befriend the
cute guy you met at last
night’s party? Can you request
to be his friend? What is the
etiquette for status updates ar
the infamous relationship sta-
tus?

Strangers on Facebook

Friending strangers that you
met at parties is a time-hon-
ored tradition of Facebook
users everywhere. This can be
the starting point for a possi-
ble relationship or friendship
that has the potential to last
years. Or it can become yet
another friend on your account
who you never see again and
eventually forget, though his
social information will occa-
sionally show up on your
home page.

Isabel Ca]ulls is updatmg her status! s momen: sgc dear

What are you doing right now?

| Today

4 Isabelis updating her status! s:3:om - Comment

ISABEL CAJULIS/THE CIRCLE

Nothing is as annoying as a pointless status on your mini-feed.

Now, it is entirely acceptable
to friend someone if you
spoke to them at the afore-
mentioned party. However, a
general timeline exists for
these friend requests. For any

friend request due to a party,

the request must be made
within 24 hours of the party.
For example, Jane must friend
Ken by Saturday night if she
met him at a party on Friday
night. This rule can be extend-
ed so that friend requests may
be executed anytime during
the current weekend, but the
24-hour rule is the most ideal
choice. When people meet at
parties, they are not likely to
remember much after the

~ party, hence the 24-hour limi-

tation.

Complete strangers who
have no affiliation to you
should never be friended
under any circumstances.
Failure to comply with this
rule will result in the violator
looking inept and poorly-
versed in basic F<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>