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charged that fresh rebel forces have crossed the borer 

from icaragua and are pushing ahead on the Pacific 

Ocean side of Costa Rica, in the northern part of the 

country around Puerto Soley and the Gulf of Murselagos. 

The Costa Rican government has suspended all consti

tutional guarantees ae police round up opponents of the 

regime. 



EI SENBO _:E R - ATOMIC -
Pre s ident Eisenhower today made a statement of 

O.S. atomic policy. Be said that this country would 

not us e tactic al atomic weapons in loc al wars like the 

Korean conflict; tactical weapons would mean atomic 

cannon for instance. However, the President pointed 

out that once the forces of war are unleashed, no 

weapon can be ruled ut. These remarks were made at a 

White Bouse news conference. The President telling the 

reporters that our policy against looal Red aggression 

is to build up the forces of threatened countries. Se 

recommended the development of light air and Marine Cops 

units by the United States, to help friendly governments 

in quelling local disturbances. 



EI E_JiO__l! - llQ_ 

At the s a e conference, Pr esident Ei s enhower d~

fended Vice President Nixon today aga inst Democratic 

attacks. The Democrats have been s aying that in the 

November politic al c ampaign, Nixon was guilty of saear 

tactics, challen ing loyalty of t he entire Democratic 

Party. President Eisenhower was asked about this and 

replied warmly that Nixon had never labelled the Democrats 

a wparty of treason,w he had merely questioned the way 

they handled specific security cases. 

Tonight, Dem~cratic Na t ional Chairma Paul Butler 

invited his opposite Republican number, to come over to 

the Democratic Committee and inspect exhibits which show, 

he says, how Nixon maligned and slander j Democrats. 

The repor t ers, as usual, tried to fish around for 

some indication f the President's politic a l plans. 

They asked leading questions; but the Eisenhower answers 

were deft, evading that issue of running for another 

term. 



ROME COMYU I QOE 

In Rome tonight a com ni ue was i ssu ed following 

two days of conferences between French Pr emier Mendes 

France and Italian Prem ier Scelba . The joint co muni que 

urges the ieste rn allies to take the initiative in ef

forts to lessen the cold war. This is taken to indicate 

that endes-France has had some success in persuading 

It ly that high level talks ith Sov iet Rua ia should 

be held s oon, a thing that the French Premier has been 

urging all along. Mendes-France no proceeds to Germany 

for talks with West German Chancellor Konrad Adenauer. 

bile he was in Rome he was ~eceived by Pop Pius XII, 

the first audience granted the Pope (sic) granted b/ the 

Pope since l ast ovember when his illness became serious. 

Now here's a news dispatch from the realm of 

Arabian oil, a r e corded re ort from Lowell Thomas on 

t he sc ene. 



L.T.: This time , Charl ie, instead of a e a tu e s tory, 

I have a little news backgrou nd material . It' · f rom a 

city that is not only the pearling cap it al of t he world, 

but, in a sense, the oil c ap ital, which makes it r ther 

impontant since e are living in the oil age. Bahrein, 

East 
where I am, is the f oe.a l center of this iddle/realm 

of oil. Yet how many of us even know the name of the 

capital of Bahrein or the name of its r uler? The city 

is Manama, in the middle of the Persian Gulf. To the 

west we can see the low desert co ~s t of Arabia, and at 

night the flares at Dahran,head quarters of the enormous 

Arabian oil fields, owned by American companies and 

shared with the government of Saudi-Arabia. Largest of 

all the oil field of the world by far. So Bahrein is 

the center of an area that is pourinl out more oil than 

all the re st of the world put together. And strange as 

it may s eem, only a few people exce pt right here in this 
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area no the names of t he capital ci t y of Bahre in 

and its rule r . As I mentioned, the c ap i ta l i anama, 

fro m whic h I'm giving yo u this re port. Its absolute 

ruler i a Persian Gulf Pr ince of lineage that goes back 

to the days when the caliphs ruled in Baghdad. He says 

all the way back to Ad am and Eve. Bis name, Sir Sulman 

Ben Hamed El Calipha. Bi own family is of Arabian ori

g in, pure Arab, I am told. But his subjects come froa 

almost every land in the East. For this has been a cros 

road of the world for thousands of years. They are here 

from many lands in Asia, from east and central Africa, 

a spr"nkling of Europeans and quite a large American 

colony. 

But now for the news, for what ia happening here. 

Ten days befo re we started on this flight around the 

world, a news story came from Bahrein, tel ling about a 

general strike here in these island s in the Persian 

Gulf. It ounded like a pop~lar revolt against Sheikh 

Sul man , the Prin ce of Pearls and oil. Then we heard 



no more ab out it. So I ondered hat ha happened. 

I'v e just he rd. It' s complex; al l things are out here. 

ir Sulman Ben Hamed . like his fathers, bad always ruled 

as an autocrat. Vi ell, recently, he ha been loudly 

berated by his s ubjects because of his courts; all of 

the court s presided over by lesser members of the reign

ing family, who no longer are the sa e type men their 

fathers were, for an under tandable reason. Since the 

period between 1930 and 1940, when Americ an engineers, 

Fred Davies, Ed Skinner and Max Thornberg and others 

opened up this first American-Middle East oil field, 

almost endless millions of dollars in liquid gold have 

flowed from beneath these sands and these layers of 

cor So can you imagine what that vast wealth had done 

to tho s e who have pocketed many of the s e millions? 

So a itator s , naturally, have been at work. In a realm 

where the ruler can say "Off ith your hea d ," not many 



!RABI - 4 

of the abl rand s ome s ober citizens have wanted 

to speak up. But a se cre t co mm ittee of one hundred 

was org an i zed, including many im po rt ant peoplQ; and 

there as some s ort of mysterious check ma de person

to-person amon g key people, a fairly wide canvass I 

understand, whereupon they announced that they bad 

held an election and that ertain men ere chosen by 

the people as a smdll committee. Thi s group of eight 

then asked the ruler fo r an audience, to present 

grievances, and he refused. After a number of re

quests the committee said that there would be a 

strike, that all business would come to a standstill 

in these islands. Sheikh Sulman and his satellites 

thou ht th at tha t was merely an empty threat. But 

the st rike was c alled. And that wa s the news we got 

over our press wire s , wh ich I broadcast, follo ed by 

sil enc e. a ore wo rd. An d no l f in d hat 



ap pened was this: The Sheik h uickly fcund t hat he 

was in re al trouble, s o he ap poin ted his own committee 

to meet i t h that popular committee, f or ev e rything 

at Bahrein had come to a full sto. Since then there 

have been repeated sessions behind closed doors, with 

no definite word of the outcome. But it's easy to 

predict approximately what is going to happen. The 

ord coming from these meetings is that as an abso

lute minimum, Sir Sulman en Hamed no longer will be 

able to rule in the arbitrary way that had been so 

s ccessful for a tho sand years. First, he will have 

to report to the peoples of thee islands in the futur 

he'll have to tell them the things that he has done 

for them and why; and he has done a great deal. I 

understand he has been a benign ruler in many ways. 

Also, i t is pretty certain that he will have to give 

them s ome idea of hat he hopes to do for them in the 

future. And of more immed iate imp ort ance, he is 
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sure to a nounce a reorganiz a tion of the Bahre in 

court sy s tem. 

The to gre a t divi s ion s i the oslem world are the 

Sunnis and the hiahs .. The ruler her e and all his 

relatives ho have been all-powerful, are Sunni -

but the people - most o: the - are Shiahs~. Hence-

forth, it's a safe prediction that the courts will 

be decided over by a considerable perc e tage of 

Shiah ~~ magistrates; and there h ve been none. Just 

another illustration of ho~ this whole iddle Eastern 

world is in a state of foment, in which we because of 

the oil alone are vitally interested and as vitally 

involved as e are in our own loc al problems t home . 
....,, 

So, from anama, so long until Manana! 



c.c. . Lo ell, n't you ett·n t Ar b~c ..... ~ ...... . e 

n an ,i e up ut e'll be ai in for 

ot er r bian re ort fro ~ 

na! you, a 

Here•~ an . e of that Lo ell •houl . ne s 

hear out there in exotic a , fr fro hoe, you 

i ht thin that anybo y ou1 - envy hi. But here• 

a .re ort fro e ood c·ty, Califor. A county 

clerk there, r. Don B.runicK, aile 

rs. Jane Reckling of Eat Palo A to, California, 

calling r. Rec _lin for jury duty. To that he got i 

reply from th~ lady, ho rote: ff! would be delighted 

to co~ply ith your re uest as I a heartil7 sick of 

North Afric, here I've lived for the past ear.~ So 

there's a co ent on life in thee otic parts of the 

. editerrane -orld, not too · ar fro · e i te rane.an 

here Lo ii is, now explorin . an reportin to u on 

the strange and on :er ul a ve tu es hie e find · 

bile he's there. Bu~ he'll be bac next ee a 

r. Rec lin apparently oul like to e her elf 
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You can have the exotic so far as Yrs. Recklin is 

cone erned, Buih! 
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