
TRUMAN ----
Congress reconvened today to hear one of the 

most formidale messages ever sent by a President of the 

United States to the Legislature of the United States. 

President Truman's recommendations to the Senat rs and 

Representatives on reconversion add up to sixteen 

thousands words. They cover virtually every field and 

every group of human beings involved in this 

tremendous job ahead of us all. 

He began by complimenting the National 

Legislators on the energy and patriotic devotion they haYe 

applied to the pro.bleas of war and of peace. Be regretted 

they had been obliged to cut short their well earned 

vacation. He pointed to the fact that they are reconvenin1 

at a time of great emergency. However, he added, we need 

~ave no undue fear if we exercise the same energy, foresi4t 

and wisdom for peace as we did in carrying on the war and 

winning the vict ory. In fact, he went 

greatest peacetime industria~~f 

United States that we have ever seen. 

on to precict~the 

activity in the 

ltlCtCAti~ I can only g ive you. a i:iglil>i:f 



TRUYA - -
com re d ver in o th i g hl i ht s t n tho u and 

wor ... ., 

are om of l h thin s the l:' r i ent 'N nt 0 Congress: 

An exten ion of t he sec ond war po wer .!_Ct) to Nineteen -
Forty-six, to en ble t he Governm ent lo steer an orderly, 

stabi l ize r econver s ion course . The At t orney General 

has advised the Pr esident that the r ower s act still 

is in orce and will be until the ce ssation of l•111t111•1 

hostilities is proclaimed. Be proposes to defer that 

proclamation as long as necessary. 

~ 
Then he wants to demobilize~ Armed Forces 
--J A 

no longer needed1 as quickly as pos ible. At the same 

~~ 
time, h~ ants the draft continued~to provide replacements 

~ 

in the occu ation forces. ~e wants to cancel and settle 

war contract■ as quickly as possible and clear the war 

lan ts so as to permit manufacturer to proceed with 

peacetime production-:1fBe ask{. Congress to provide 

" unemploym ent compensation for twenty-six weeks at a 

maximum of twenty-five dollars a week, in cooperation with 

the State Governments. Be wants this extended to Federal 

• 



1J1UM!_l!_ - 3 

em loy e , the ercha nt M rin e , n i teen mill i n 

t her not now co vered . 
~ 

Hefasks or a N tional 

e rv i c e Li fe Insuranc Act or eteran s , incr e ed 
,.,J 

cm e nsa tion or ensioo for t he d i sabled, more hospital 

~ "~-
benefi ts."focationa l and e ucational training.l\Uustering 

out pay1 from a hundre 

~egislat,ion to protect 
~ 

to t hree hundred dollars ,-,.Ohl~) 

the veteran's right a to get ~aft 

back his re-war job if he want s it. One clause of his 

message would give veterans twenty dollars a week for 

fift,-two weeks, if they become uneaploye1:ny tiae within 

" two years after their discharge. 
- 0 

~~ ~ wants t o start as 
,< 

works ~have been postponed 

soon as possible on public 

for almost four years on 

account of the war, new federal buildings, other federal 
/\ 

projects, and highways. Congress has already appropriate~ 

money for highways, but 

~ wants those 

a billion • .r ~...a-e•~ 

has not yet released the funds. 

~~~~ 
funds released i ■mediately!-<half 

program to be 

wants a comprehensive, tremendous housing 

spread over the next ten years. This ~He 
A 

include slum clearance at a cost of from 81· t 
x o seven 



TRUMAN - 4 ---
bil l ion d ol l rs a yea r . 

~h 

0 

important item uf taxes1 e r commends 

a transitional tax bill as quickly as possible to provide 

- limited tax red ucti ns for the claendar year 1946. ?heN 

011n1ot ~=a geiural"½AJH-Ct:ton of: taxes al:.t along bhc liw. 

~•A total war effort cannot 

~ 72:,,_~_J-; ~ 
~ ~~~; transition 

be li uidated overnight,• says 

tax bill should remove barriers 

to SP,eedy reconversion. After that he hopes for a 

mo~eratization of the entire federal tax structure. 

In spite of all the 

~esltkirb-¼11 eTMle~bi-- ca 

~heater Bow~ntinuet until 

ag argu■ents,IPA 

it-»- He- 1a"" the powers of 

at least 1946} so as to hold 

down prices in certain lines, also wages where an increase 

~-P"4-c. . 
of pay might create inflation. b"wants early legislation 

for full employment. Ne wants to hang onto the employment 

services of the several states until at l t ast June JO, 1947, 

these agencies to be consolidated under the United States 
a.J_-l, 

Employment Service ... wants to increase the forty-cents-A , 
ftD hour minimum wage. tl said it was inadequate when it 

was enacted, and now quite obsolete. 



TRUM AN --- - 5 ______ ·',_4-
Incid -nt w' n t s Congres men to ra i e 

th ir own a y to tw ent y thou and a year each . 

Carryin out t he pol i c ie s o President Roosevelt 

he wants t o establish agencies li ke t h TVA in the valleys 

of all our great rivers. 

0 e also warns us that he will soon recommend 

to congress a national health program to provide medical ., 
care for every man, woman and ch ild in the country, also 

protection against financial loss and harships resulting 

from illness and accident. Be also wants the Social 

Security system expaneed, as we ll as more and better 

education for everybody. Finally, he wants the repeal of 

the Johnston Act which forbids the lending of money to 

European Countries that have been in default. B wants ll 

half a billion dollars more for UNRRA, the United Rations 

Relief and Rehabilitation Administration. He proposes that 

the i•z Federal Government shall put up bil l ions in grants 

to states and mu nici palities for public works. 

That's about as far aa ~ can go in one evening. 



PAL BARBOR ----
There i s to be a c mp et nd im parti 1 

nv . t·g ti on of hath pp n d at P arl Br or. Th ena te 

to ay voted this , u . nimou(C"l • An h ere is littl doubt ta 

that the ouse ill concur. peaker Ryburn promises uick 

action in t he nouse. 

Althoug h , G.O.P. Congressmen have be n 

clamoring for a full inquiry into Pearl Harbor, Democratic 

Leader Barkley today made the pr 0p osal himself. Be says 

he wants a special joint committ ee of five Senators and 

five Representatives, to investigate every phase of the 

disaster and have the report ready for Congress by January 

Third. 

And not a whitewash, said Barkley. Also, not wit 

any v1ew to smearing the record of men who have rendered 

outstanding service to their countr, meaning presum&bly, 

General Marshall, Cordell Hull and Admiral Stark. Then he 

referred 



PEARLJ!ARBOR - 2 

indirectly t o the charges agains t th e late Pre s ident 

s ~. 
Roosevelt . The investigation, saidABarkley, s hould not 

gratify the misanthro pic hatred s of any persons toward 

any person or past public s ervant, high or low, living 

or dead . it, should not smear any innocent man, high 

or low, living or dead , nor rovide ammunition for an7 

polit i cal party or any person now in of f ice, or who 

wants to be in office. 

The Senate suspended its rules in order to 

adopt this resolution i ■aediatelJ. 



l ~ L e " ,., n i 1 .! •\ - ~ 

a h 1 a n l:-' :, c a i n t e 

h i 1 1 he of Asi , _ v e n 

ill ' o ' A h i s 1 e l i e 0 e . 

r s r e 0 n r n l of w· r f r " 

A V "l Ou r of Am r C n s a r e y 

la nde 0 - , · n . hi e u e he com nd 

o f i e i r ~ . T he n i , 0 t he occupation 

of ore l l a nd at Jins n . 

t Yo k oh m , , c Ar ur a s e tting r ~dy 

to ay , for the f rmal e ntr in t o Tokyo on S turd · y. 

The General nnoun e toda that he ill occupy Jap n 

nd sou t rn Kore a ith eigh ,.,e en Unite Stat es combat 

ivi i on. With hem , of cours, wi ~e service troops 

and othe r lto eth r t 1 of b t ween four hun red 

a iv e h n red thou n . 



W\-r:~ the fla ta Am ic n Em · ;,(_ n historic 
/\ 

f l g t h a 1 in 

ingt n on p arl Pre Truman 

in pected the troop in th Am rican occupation zone in 

Germang~i ed over Berlin. Last Saturday it 
1, 

flew over the battleshi Missouri in Tokyo Bay at the 

signing of the final surrender. 

Amer~s are having~;~ 

'Rute finding quarters for ttr. incoming troops in Tokyo. 

The terrific destruction of buildings by our planes has . 

created~~•l• congestion in the Japanese capital. 
,, I, 

Consequently, it may be some time before tie complete 

force of MacArthur's Headquarters establishement can 

be moved from Yokohama.n;he Japanese authorities have 

warned all civilians to remain indoo1·s from t ilight 

~ 
Fri ay to i• dawn Saturday. They have forbidden the sale 

A. 

of intoxicants. Police are to carry lanterns at night 

and civilians are to show due respect for American troops. 

Japanese civilians are forbidden to buy clothing, food, 

tobacco or any other supplies from American troops. 



T la 4' t about J p tr tment of 

Am rican ·.· r oner a r ve a tion by the Nav that the 

, i a. ' s ·· i c er e uted ive iavy flyers shot do•n 

over Born eo 1 t J nu ry thirt enth. This is the 

third case in which tte yello · en xecuted airmen who 

surren · ered honorably as risoner of war. The Navy 

ive no det ils nor the name s of the men who thus 

peri ed. But we do have the story of four men who 

survived. T ey were part of a crew of ten in a 

Liberator b,omber shot do·wn in a .d:aafight with four 

Jap fighter planes near Brunei Bay. 

Junior Lieutenant Robert Graham of Rosemont 

Pennsylvania, with Aviation Chief Machinists Kate 

.Reube~ Robbins of Omak, Wa hington, and Aviation 

llachiuists llate James i\. Shepherd of San Diego, 

California, comprised one of the group. For days they 

went through the jungle without rations. Finally they 

reached a village on a mountain stream. Lieutenant 

Grab.am sai it looked for a while as though malaria 

would~ t m all. His comrades lost from fifty to 



UT! -----------
i t oun µ i c i n w · h t. T ey h o eave th a t 

fr i en ~ y v i 1 e n w nd re urth r thr ough t he 

jun e s . o hund ed nd v nty nin e da t he · 

lodded t hrou h the il e r nes s . Fin a l l y t hey obtained 

boat an · mad e t h i r ay to n advanc e bas e in the 

Philip ines. 

A f ourth survivor of th . crew of that 

Liberator, First Cla s s Seaman Alvin Harms o Holley, 

i■ii Colora o, made bi s way to safety all alone. The 

Havy gives no details of that. 
0 

• 

We may •i:,,wt,-•• hear at any time that 

Q.eRa ~ MacArthur has called upon the Emperor to 

investigate and report what happened to three of the 

men who went with General J im_my Doolittle on his 

historic raio over Tokyo, the three of hich there sti 

has been no accounting. 

Today we also have the irect test i mony 

of an American General Of f icer about the treatment of 

prisoner . He is Major General Albert IL Jones, . 
Commander of t he Thirty-First Division on Bataan. Be 
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has been a good d al of fi htin betwe n underground 

led r s wh ork d for the Allies, and J ap coll aborators 

wi th o re th an a hundred kill ed. I'd like to be in 

Singapore ton i ht. Long ago I liv ed there in that 

polyglot city on the island jus t above the Equator. 

And I'd like t o be at Raffl es Hotel right now on the 

terrace there, watching events. 

It will be ij inter sting to see what the 

British will do nows■ with the city that once dominate 

that part of the world. The leborate fortifications 

they had installed ~efore the ar of course proved 

useless; and the rapidity with which the British 

garrison was forced to capitulate in nineteen fort1-

two was a shock not only to the British Empire, but to 

the rest of the world, also. 

nd now, what is go·ng to be the next chapter 

•• in the hi tory of the city of Sir Stamford Raffles? 



ul c t t 0 oe ck t o the l-1 h· i ne s s 

H. b Co i s sio e . Pr e i ent Tru ro n t o d the newsp er 

me n to y th a he i s se n in 

Sena t e . 

cNutt's nam e to the 

Uncle Sam, has turned all civil affairs in 

the islands over to the eo le of the Philippin~s 

themselves. But, it is necessary for us to have a 

re re entative at Manila, so McNutt goes back to 

the j ob he he 1 d fr om N in e t e e n Thirty - s e v e n to N in et e en 

thirty-nine. 



ARRESTS 

The British have hauled in a big batch of 

Nazi s7 ■pathizers in Ger■an7.~ some forty 
, / ~ .J,. ~-~• o.~.J 

indust*l~ tycoons of the Ruhr)BGanin ■ad cue IL.ks 

and Westp halia. Heading the list is Hugo Stinnes, who 

becaae a ■ulti ■ illionaire during the Ger■an inflation 

period in the 'Twenties and for a while aee■ed to 

own ■ost of Geraany. 

One of the agreeaents at the Potsda■ 

Conference was that all persons hostile to the aia1 

of the Allied occupation forces in Ger■aay woald be 

re■o•ed both froa public office or froa influential 

positions in pri•ate enterprise. Bence the arrest of 

--~'24., 
Stinne1 and bi~••2:a~ They were arrested at ■idnigbt, 

all of the■ living in luxury. 

• 



t, il e ft a ft y i ltthte t 1 id I e ti, w as c u ht in ec uli r fashion. 

An American re orter was£J'ng at a hotel in Japa n 

with a cou le of Germans. They to d him th. t living in ,.,. 
~ 

that hote l 
A 

Ueissinge r 
was Jose ph Alfred,Al••it•gaz,' ·the Gestapo 

officer who carried out the ma ss acre of the Jews~ 

the Warsaw ghetto. The Germans w rned the American 

reporter that this Ueissinger was a dangerous fellow, 

heavily armed. 

The reporter merely sent a note to leissinger, 

told him his whereabouts were discovered, and he had 

better surrender. After a delay, Yeissinger agreed, 

said he would surrender to Americans but not to the 

Russians. The reporter gave Meissinger half an hour 

to pack and then took him over to the American 

authorities. 

Yeissinger said that his orig1nal plan was to 

sho ot five Americans and then kill himself, sooner than 

be t ak en alive. So far there is no ■x,i•i•i• explanation 

of how th is desperado re a ched Japan . 

.s-P- ~ ---f.- ~ 
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