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( After witne1■ ing today'• atomic explosion 

here in the Nevada deaett, mJ lmpre1s1on1 of the 

cataolyam, arftd what I eaw and heard --~ 

-M\tvA 4'1\~llbt• ••• lW1MNNNe are atlll almoet &8 

b~dly scrambled as thtdeaert floor, which we aaw r 

up before our ey~ltke a mountain app1ar 

a mountain rising up to meet that atomlo 

" 
Gordon Dean, Chalr11&n of the Ato■lo laer1r 

Coami111on leaned back and said to me: •Thia 18 tbe - \~ b1ggeet of the• &11, .,..~◄-. the blggeet we W- hacl 
/\ /\. 

here on the Mainland. 

Racing back aero•• the deeert N1llar4 

Caldwell, former Governor of r1orld& and preeeat 

national Civil Defenee Director 1&14 to ■e: •it th•t 

atomic buret bad been over Bew York City tt cou14 

easily have caused five hundred thoueand caeualttea. 
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~ The Governor of Utah, Br•cken Lee wa1 &110 

hurr71n1 back with us, rushing to catch a plane for 

Salt Lake. Hie summary of what he bad aeen was put 

1n piclureaque language. Be aa14: •1 used 10 ihlnk 

Barnum and Bailey ... the greatest ■ how on earlh. Bui, 
r 

tb11 11 ao much greater •-u that BarnUII an4 B&lle1, 

d4&J~-
a1mo1t shrink to nothing~ And then he~~• •1•4 

say wh&t we eaw this morning waa the gre&tea, 1bow 

llACI ihe Ier&elitee fled and the lgyptl&n Aray ot Iha 

• v,ga■ I found a ■ tory on/ 

t~/ •~e ,~~ wh&t hat)pene-4, a 

,,,/ bl ctout. 

/ 
UP wire aayi I 

■omen, ry ,co•~" 

lb addition to the t wo thousand m111t&rJ 
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per1onnel who were ou, there on the de1er,, lbere were 

be\ween ihree and tour hundred of ua repre■enilng 

pre1s, radio, telev1a1on and c1v11 defense organ1zal1oaa 

governor• and off le 1ala. Some had stayed up &11 

nl1hl and were perhaps & 11it1e more 31\terJ beoause 

they hadn't gone lo bed. One TV colltleniator w&I 

1bat1ng ao ■uoh juel before and at■ &tier lhe bura,· 

tb&I he 1al4 he found 11 alaoat 1mpo1alble lo a&J 

IAJth1ag. Caaera■en were \here by the score, and 

one right 1n front of us afler lhe boab wenl off wa1 

tre■bl1ng ao violently be cDuld har41J unwrap hla 

fll■ and reload. 

Al 1 of u1.J ~ fro■ Yarloua parl1 ot 

La.a 
~ 

Vega•,~&\ the Ctvlc. Center, at dawn. There we 

were given a final aecurltJ check, along wlth ooffee 

&nd doughnuts, aaa1gned places in nine bl& buaeea, 

and away we went, for the ninety-three mlle rlde...-

north into t he gr eat Amer1can o ,,aert. Molt of ua 

J­
UI alept.,. fitfully, and o ccaalonallJ glanced out Jle 



Ii. t - AZPII Q - ' 

\be de1ert flowers, the tall Yucca 1n bloom, the 

Jo1bua Tree•, and the bleat mountatne. Twice enroute, 

\be caraTan atopped &nd un1for■ed off1clal1 of th• 

Atomic Inergy Coaa1a11on awakened u1 and cheated our 

credentlala. They checked and double checked. 

Along about •even-thirty we cll■bed the 

1a1\ pa•• and headed lnto the moat barren TalleJ 
.\ 

•• had aeen, 1,1 floor far below abaolutel7 flat a• a 

--
fra11 rrench■an•• r1at -- th1a one called tucoa 

r.1at. Once the floor of a la.ke. land and claJ, a 

br11ht yellow. And 80 hard nothlDI growl OD 1,. 
lo hard tb&t car ■ and plane• ane about a1 thou1h oa 

a Taat ■an-made landing field. 

Vhlle truct1 loaded with troop• flowed 

on past ua to the target area, other tructa pulled 

up and supplied ua with ■ore coffee and 1weet rolll. 

lar ■ urplu■ goggle• were 111ued - ao dart that when 

Jou put them on you couldn't eee a thing, unle•a you 

looted directly at the eun and even then the 1un o~lJ 
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a&cle a f&lnt gllmmer. 

Several hundred metal oha1r1 had been put 

lD s■s row• OD the b&nk ot th1 ■ 
--&J. 

ancient l&teA Behln4 

them, rough wooden table• tor ihe pre■■• Back ot 

tb&I, a rooky ollff, over wh1oh many ot ihe 

1pectaior1 spread the111selvee .1 I was 1nterest•4 lo 

••• aeTeral who lo"kt· ,_ llke authentlo oowpunobera. 

One of 'be ■ e, & cattle man named floyd L&ab aal bea14e 

•• durlng the climax of the atomlo 1bow. Be told•• 

tie entlre area waa a J&l'I of hl■ cattle 4o■aln. 

Open range, but he own• allot the w&lerlng plaoea la 

thl1 part of the de ■eri, and run, hl1 oattle OTer 

one hundred and flfty ihouaaD4 acre• 1ncludln1 nearly 

all° ibe place• where these bo■b1 have been eet ott. 

Be • ald be had 1een nearly all of them but from a 

•uch greater dlaiance -- tb1e bl.a flret clo■eup. 

Be added a bit ruefully tb&t alr■en, 1ometl ■e1 

practice eklp bombing ln the v1oln1ty of h11 ranch 

hou1e, and that one bomb had recentl y landed wlthln 

a few feet of bis front door. He laughed about lt. 
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At any rate, the few cowboys who work for hla are 

th~ only human beings 1n th1e region thai tlaw• bal 

atomic 1nfe rno. 

before ihe aiom bomb drop, oui there on ,he floor of . 
the de1er, 1n froni of ua, near ihe aioalc iar1et, 

a large amount of high exploalTe wa1 detonaled, Juel 

to g1Te ua a compamon. Ve were told 1, waa Iba 

equ1Talent of tweniy thousand ton■ of dyna■lte. II 

••nt up a column of due, and a rather aaall ■uabrooa 

if~' cloud. There waa a flash bu, we couldn', eTen hear 

thousand •d wba,ever That twenty(tona of hlgb explos1Te or 

lt waa, waa just a flicker of light compared to what 

•• ••re about to aee. 



le Z-41PHJQ - 7 

At one minute before nine-thirty Dr. Gaelen 

Felt, spoke to us frca the main control room, telling 

u■ that the plane with the atomic bomb wae alrea4J 

on 1t1 run, heading for the target. Koaente later, 

he announced fifteen aecond1; then, ten 1econdi, and 

then counted them off, f1Ye-four-three-two-oae .... 

~p.ve u■ a■ ••~ouni froa \be 1lae be ■&14: · 

loab away! And 1 t took forty-two eecond1 to drop_. 

froa thirty-three thouaand feet- to three-thouaan4-

fiYe-hundred -teet abOYe the target where it exploded. 

f While the bomb wae falling we of courae all had on 

thoae black gla11ea. Suddenly they were no longer 

black. It••• waa ae though we were looting into tbe 

1un. And then we were 1uppo1ed to count: •one 

thoueand and one - one thoueand and two - one 

thouaand and three! B1tore taking them of f. C1Yll1an 

Detenae Director Governor Caldwell told me that he 

only counted to one-thousand-two-and- a-halt and then 

toot them ott figuring the 1c1ent1ata had allowed 
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at 1ea1t that much margin of safety. 

With our goggles oft, we looked out at a 

desert that eeemed to rise up before us. And that 

wa• happening to a section of Yucca Jlat for & w14th 

of perhap• ten milee,Athat desert cloud reaembllng a 

new moun·a1n r1s1ng thouaanda of feet. 

Bu\ ~Y far \he mou apeo\acular par, vu 

the atomic mu1hroo■ 1n the BeaTen• -- rollln1 aa4 

bolling. )Gordon Dean, Chairman of the Atomlo lnern 

Oo~a111fon es\1M\e4 \ha\ ■a■■ of fl•••• ■aoke &114 

---obea1oal-t..wa1 about ten mlle• wide,Aerupd like a 

It quickly shot up fro■ thre.-thouaan4-

flTe-hundred feet to twenty-fl•• thouaa.nd feet, and 

(within ten minutes~~••••••• the atoalc clou4 

\: ~~ 
wa1 at an atlt1tude between forty $M•-• and fifty 

/\ 

thou■ anj H•t,c, where 

Off With the wind. 

he eaid lt would atay, dr1ft1AI 

Thie atom bomb ruehroom didn't look anything 
:J:, 

lite the one at B1kin1. •• A1 we watched ... roll1AI 

l.lld tumbling, we could aee a coating of ta lee fora1n1 
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on the upper pari ot 1t. 

we We'M-- -»•-em--e .--ibA- •· ::.QC I~• ' 
(tt wa1 quite a nwaber of second• atter tha exploaioa, 

before we heard the tremendous roar, &nd 1ome seoon4• 

after that before we felt the big ••0 Aa t~•.,,.... 
~-~- llea.4-et Ille -at-M■l• lee .. , Oe■■hn1a ta••• 
~DW M 1En01111,..-an-,en1 0•1a.J.-- -I -o•••~ ..... 

&lo•• bomb ien mile• away, wa1 1nten1e. Later wbea 

•• got back to L&s Vega• I learned th&t the a buret 

•a• 1een tour hundred and flft~ mlle1 off, and the 

report heard as far away a1 St. Geor1e, Utah, a 411taaoe 

of one hundred and thirty m1lea. 

A• we watched th11, the greatest of all 

aan-m&de apeotaole1, watched 1n awe, we were all 

wonctertng about the troops far out there 1n front of 

u1 ins•••• those bunkers and foxholes. And we were 

&11 much relieved when we heard that they were 1afe,✓i/', I 
Do oaaualties , only showered with dust and sand andfi" j 
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a 
Within/ brief time after ,he bl&et, ihe 

"ing .. -
eoldiers wffe out of their foxhole• and adv&no•~-

1n a military maneuver. The tactical aepec, wae --

an atoa1c bombing of an important center of ene■J 

coamunioatione, w1tb an 1nfantrr and para,roop &ttaok 

io 1e1se the strategic point. It wa1 1ate, in a 

for 
radiologloal aenae, ~• the GI'• to move proap,ly 

lnto ,he 4evaatate4 area.~ Tbe paratroop drop oa■e 

an hour and a quar,er later atter tbe upper air hacl 

been 1uttlciently cleared ot radiation. Then, the 

eoldlera ot the sky came swarming down, playta1 

their"''' 1n the atomic aelsure of an eneay atron1 
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Governor Murray of Oklahoaa had a new six hundred 

dollr movie camera of which he was proud. But at the 

last moment it didn't work and he got no pictures. 

On the return trip across the desert to Laa Vegas, 

we watched the atomic cloud. For nearly fto hours 

during that driYe the cloud still hung there in th~ sky 

of course becoming more and more defused. 

The ~to■ ic cloud, with its radiation will circle 

the planet -- all the way arouDd, in approxi ■ately a 

aonth, - until they detect it right back here again, on 

its return. 

All this is a long range matter. The hour ot 

crisis may not come for a year, or two years or aan7 

years. But we m~at all know what we are to do --if and 

when the hour does come. That was ~by we were out there 

at that desert inferno today. 



SUB PRIMARY 

The first fi gures in the big eastern 

primaries a r e fro m Pennsylvania, where am scattered 

retur ns show an over~he lm1ng s , eep for General 

Eis onhowe r. Not • enou h of the votes are in to 

mean anything really, x• but t he fir s t districts 

reporting give General Ike, sixty one thousand seven 

hundred and two. Harold Stassen, seven thousand 

seven hundred and t 1rty-sevf'n. Senator Taft, two 

thousand four hundred and t wenty-eight. The point 

is that Senator Taft••~• ma~e no fight at all 

in Pennsylvania. His name not on the ballot. Hie 

votes -- write-ins. 

In New ork State , the polls closed from 

nine to ten, eastern standard time. So, th~ count 

has hardly begun. 



!MPFAQHMENT 

A con r ssional ~o ve t o i ron ach Pr esident 

Truman beca us e of the seizure of the steel industry. 

The motion a s introduced by Republi an Congressman 

Hale of Maine -- charging high crime and misdemeanor. 

This is not likely to be much more than a gesture, 

but the impeachment resolution will go through a 

certain a.mount of congressional routine -- and probably 

• won' get anyw here before the Pr ~sident retires from 

office in January anyway. 



.fRI SON 

At th -a ch i a n Sta e penit e ntia ry, one 

of t h e ca p ture ua r ds xa was rele;_ s ed to day •acata 

having bee n he ld as a host a e ever since yeeterday. 

But te n ot er guar ds are still i n the powe r of 

revolting c onvic t s -- standing seige in a cell 

block. The Warden is bargaining for the release 

of the remaining hosta ·es. Re has told the rebellious 

convicts that a state investigation has been ordered 

-- to look into prison conditions. (The mutineers 

complain o! bad treatment. SM ~t1h.~~...es. 

t°N'""'ff¼ii eloelr*a.e-a,a•=--gi1e~ 

At Rahway, New Jersey, on the other hand, 

th ere was a s urrender of rioting prisoners this 



In Hol l ywood, ~alter Wanger got a token 

sAntence toda f our months 1n the county ja11. 

Having thrown hi m elf on t e mercy of the court, he 

was found guilty, in the shooting of a Hollywood 

a.gent ( He was jealous beca use of his wife Joan 

Bennett. The court ~ranted the mercy asked, and 

imposed a light s entence of -- four months. 



VEGAS 

I I 1 C 0 1 h to ave two vie ws ot 

operation '316 s 0 t I • . le I wa s at t e ece e ot the 

bl&st, the ladies of our party had a look at 1t !rom 

La.s egas, ~ miles away. w ich is a long 

distance - - an et the spectacle was impressive, 

/ / ~ /. / 
had a ra.n/ ds 111.nd,, a eat - 11 HraUy. 

/ / ~ / / 
Ve are s o . 1ng at ' e ,,. ..,ast .,, Fro-ntie { / w/ 1 / / / / , , / / ~ / 

hotel t t ere 1s an arena !o~ spo~ts events --
/,, /// // 

"1e a% ~randsta.nd, 1s ✓a u~i peded 
/ 

/ 
desert 1 ~n ihe tr tion of the &t mJ 

/ 
~ t ose -1 les away. 

o! a. 

11 

a.:.~ . 

... 
~ 

n t see mu t -

.. , .. . ... 
• 

ecau e 

~, .... 
.. :.• 

'!• -- -

a.1. 
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appearing a ove t e level of the ~haze, soaring 

hig - int t l: e sky. 

~. es w t . , ei · h minute before t e 

so nd ca.me, a g at :nia ru bling roar from afar,-

~ dra at1c evidence of the distance -- the 

sound tat n ~at 
e-JJ 

o t :-ave l across the ~•'7 

1,a~aa..-t:""Nl~-..... ~.,,a...-a~i so -taT~. 
\ 

~~ 
~a eg t .e y felt nos ock wave --

/'-
A. 

ight • Ex :> a n1ng th.at both sound and ahoct 

wave 

n o so::.• ·=--~= ~ -3. e tart e. distant. the. 'TO• 


	LTP.1952.04.22i.pdf
	LTP.1952.04.22ii.pdf

