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Today wns Army Day -

This evenin in Washi n ton becretary of Defense 

••••i& Louie Johnson announced that hereafter all 

three branches of the service ·•ill celebrate jointly. 

lbe &ray, •avy and the Air !orce wil get *••*i 

together and hold all their parades and demonstratioa 

on a single -- Armed Forces Day. · President Truman 

baa personally ap roved of the move, and the 

legislation will be submitted soon to Congres1 1 

to establish the new holiday. The date has not 

yet been decided upon - - stil l to be named. 

All this is in keeping with the 

unification or the Ar■ed Forces~- which bas n~t 

been the easiest thing to accomplish. Rivalries 

peraiat, and it is felt that th e rivalries are 

ati ■ulated by each branch ot the service having 

its own day -- a com . etition of days. So now 

unification extends to celebration, with a unified 

-- •~rmed Forces Day•. 

On this laEt Army Day Presiaent Truman 
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Democratic nations of the world rere at stake --

I would not hesitate to make that decision again.• 



Ne ws from Burma -- the land of Rangoon, 

the Shwe ~ 
Dagon -- ~ MBnd1lay. I want to address 

this item especial l y to an Irishman from Eri:t, 

Pennsylvania. ~hich ma y sound strange. 

Anyway, the Bur■a government at Rango on 

has made peace with the tribes of the iarens, those 

clans of the jungle calling off their revolt. lhicb, 

you may think is nothing to concern an irish■an fro■ 

~rie, Pannsylvania. 

Since the end of the war Bur■a bas been -~ in turmoil,,coaing to a cli ■ax recently. The little 

news which has trickled out of that exotic land, 

far way,bas featured the usual thing-- the Co■ aunist1. 

The Reds of ~outhern Asia are making trouble, and 

staged a formidable revolt in Buraa. But the pe"I~n• 

cfll :IGe ~ovi ets are only part of"'fRstory.Burma is a 
~ 

land of strange tribes and a number of these jo nd 
• 

the R~ds in revolution - es pecially, the Karena. 

lith fantastic superstitions, rituals, and sword 

dances, the Karena know little of Marx, Lenin and 
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Stalin. But they have long been at odds with the 

ruling race of Burmese, and the insurrection was 

intended to establish an autonomous regime for the 

Iaren tribes. All so formidable that the Iarens, 

together with the C'ommunists, are reported to have 

taken control rf most of Burma, outside the capital 

city of iangoon. unly the other day the Burmese 

government announced a triumph in being able to re1aiD 

possession of Mandalay, the second city of Buraa. 

But now, apparently only the Coamunists 

remain to be dealt with, the revolt of the Iarens 

with an agreement that grants their demand for self 

rule. Political news fro■ the land so strange and 

eerie --·interesting to an Irishman fro■ Erie, 

Pennsylvania. 

The reason for the side remark is -- Phil 

Cochran, one of the most famous of American air 

figures of the Second World War. He is, by the way, 

the rototype of rlip corkin of Terry and the Pirates, 

that comic s trip ch ar acter having 
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been modelled on the Air 1''orce flyer. Wel 1, iii~ 

~bil ~ochran of L'r1·f, Pennsy • ~ ~ vania, led the first 

all-air invasion and that•• was in Bur■a.ffHe 

flew i~isb com, ando forces of the 1 gended 
-A 

British ~eaeral Wingate, and seized positions 

behind the Japanese line - - all b air, by glider. 

Right now, Phil Cochran is working for a Hollywood 

studio which is producing a picture called - - jet -t:t.,. . -
,tilot. Phil Cochran' technical advisor - seeing 

that the til■ presents an accurate pictureof jet 

-aviation~of which he has been making a study -
. 

problems of filming jet planes in action for a 

Hol ywood feature. 

So, for~ Cochran, this news from 

Burma tonight means ■emories of the ••J.•• days when 

bis planes flew and fought over the country ot the 

[arena, whose rebellion now bas ended. The days 

-- when he commanded the gliders that swooped down 
. invasion 

into jungle clearings, and landed a1rAx■•■1z■a 

forces -- pre aring the way for the capture of 
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Mandalay from the Japanese. That same •andalay 

which the Bur■ese government has now recovered. 
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In New York the mail man, today delivered 

a P ckage, to Barry 1 in~ton, who took the parcel and 

said: "I'm not superstitious. As a matter of fact, 

I feel particularly ha py today." 

Winston is a jewel merchant, and the package 

contained a fabulous fortune -- in precious gems. So 

he might well feel happy~ · tbough some other people 

might not -- oeing more superstitious. Because, aaon1 

the gleaming brilliants delivered today one wa, --

the Bope Diamond. 

The jewel merchant has purchased the 

collection of precious atones left by the late Mrs. 

EYelyn Walsh McLean, Washington society leader. He 

paid a million dollars, acquiring two historic 

diamonds. 

The most valuable of the two, merely as a 

gem, is a hundred carat pear-shaped stone called - the 

~tar of the est. But the other is the Hope Diamond -

an oval an inch and n eighth long, with world famous 

and historical associ tion~ that make it_prioeless -
if anybody wants to buY a Jewel of such ill-starred 
and ·s1n1s~er reputation. 



1'he record of e Diamond is•• one 

of the fantasies of this earth. ~st ap ears 

in history more than three hundred years ago, when 

a French adventurer acquire~ 
~ 

in ~outhern India. He smuggled it out and took it 

to France, here he sold it to King Louis the Fourteent 

who gave him a for.tune for it and a title of . a■i 

nobility.i4tlt;lbe son of that original owner 

squandered the fortune, and the father, i■ at eight,, 

went back to India, seeking wealth all over again -

and in India he was killed by wild dogs. 

In France, the great Minister of State 

at tbe time was -- fouquK,erenowned ~or bis/ ~-l«A.,. 11J. 
aagnificence. ~e borrowed ,r-f'rom the Iing, and wore 

it at a parti - misfortune i ■■ediately descending 

upon him. Be was overthrown, lost his eminence, hie 

wealth and bis life. 

the diamond passed Plong through various 

hands, bri~ging misfortune in its trail -- owned and 

worn by Marie Antfooette, most unfortunate of Queens. 
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fin Seventeen ~inety-two, during the French 

rebellion, the gleaming gem was stolen from the 

=--~y, and drop ed out of sight for thirty

eight years, reappearing in ~igbteen Thirty, in 

London.--lf.lh re it was bought by the banker Henry 

Thomas Hope for half a million dollars and thereafter 

was known as -- the Hope Uiamond. ~'Bad luck ta■~ 

~ in the liope family culminated when Sir 

Francis Pelha■ ~linton liope went bankrupt, and lost 

his beautiful Joung American wi t e, ••• the celebrated 

actress na■ ad Mae Yohe, who eloped• · b another man. 

1f'A few year,s ago Mae Yohe died in _Boston, aged and 

pemlless, on relief -- a • P .n job at, )'ixteen/oUar, 

and fifty cents, a week. her life had been a long 

a■ai■• aeries of misfortunes, and she bla■ed them 

on the Hope Dia■ond:1f1•eanwhile, the great brilliant 

had been sold to ~ultan Abdul Hamid of Turkey, --

jhe dealer who handled the transaction di ed in an 

automobile accident, with his wife and child, thrown 

over the clif t . In the harem of the Sultan the Hope 



diamond was worn by Abdul Hamid's favorite -- the 

beautiful .,!_Ubaya - and she was pre e ntly put to death~-

,, 
by the h e ci Sultan!1 a s they called him for his deeds of 

blood---~isfortune struck him too -- he lost bis 

throne. 

uch was the history of the B pe Diamond 

when, after passing through other hands, it was 

~/91/ 
bougbtA by Yrs. Evelyn Walsh McLean - of Washington 

Society and newspaper fame. She laughed at the 

superstition, and liked to wear ~he dar~storied 

gea o parties. Ber••• son was killed in an 

automobile accident. uer daughter, wife of a former 

u.~.benator, was tbe victim of an overdose of sleeping 

pills.Which certainly seemed to continue the sinister 

.7P, 
legend of the Rope Diamond. So now, the picture, 

toaay, the new owner opening the package and taking 

out the oval shaped gem an inch- and- an- eighth long, 

gazing at bis new and wondrous poessions, and saying--

•~•m not superstitious, as a matter of fact I feel 

particular~y happy t oday.~ liap ~y b cause he has the 



Hope diamond. I wonder what a long line of former 

owners would say to that? 

But to whom wi ll he sell the gem? Who 
will bUf '-\ 
a%■xa■az•~the Hope Diaaond? Nobody at all, says 

Barry •inston. He is not offering it for aatl sale. 

iaxia•r intend to exhibit itj • sa1P-••1 think the 

public is entitled to look at the most famous diamond 

in the world.• 



Today votes were counted at various 

places, local elections - with a couple of oddities. 

In Los angeles, the result is no oddity at all

Mayor Fletcher Bowron piling up a big le ad, but not 

an outright majority over all the other candidates. 

Which means-- a run off election between Mayor 

laz Bowron and Number Two man Lloyd Aldrich • ... 
At Bronson, Kansas, ._ men were stunned 

today, when they found that the women had run away 

with the town election. Bowron, with a population 

of four-bundred-and~fifty, is no metropolis, but 

goes on record wiih a successful fe■ inine revolt - 

the laaies electing a mayor and likely enough 

getting control of the town council. 

The trouble arose when m~ voters held 

a caucus to select candidates. f..er Mttye.z a1"i -••& 
~. Tbe women showed up, wan~ing to take part 

in the caucus -- but were simply shooed away. Wives 

and sisters, aunts and aia1 niecesf were given to 

un erstand, in lofty fashion that hubby, Daddy and 



,. 
_!4,CT_Q_ 

u cl .. w ul . ct th C n i an 

v. h t 1 t : di ' ? In 1 h Lhey 

a r C cu 0 t i r own, n n □ i nat d 

t r Vt i in cludi n ~ ~r · r i e Clark 

1or a or. nt ead a nd 'N-8-

th m n for bein lazy do-nothings in 

t ir city o rnm nt - - th ton fire alarm an 

KYiard old c-.> nt r tion, t e .at r upply a relic 

•i out o the past. 

~he men didn't believe the revolt of the 

women would amo unt to much. So imagine their 

asto nishment toaay when they found - Mrs. arie 

~ 
Clark el ected mayor. AndJ~ity CCW¥:il e ual ly divided 

~en and women - a maj ority depending on one 

member, still undecided . 

o now tbe ladies will see what they can 

do about the fire alarm and the o ter supply -

they a ving rested political control from their 

husbands, fathers, uncles and DP.phews. -
at Bonduel Vil l age, isconsin, Ca ndidate 
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r elic 1 C a .i at ro j C 
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t,h r on , w .o a C 0 r XCI 

1· V p .. i n L. Joh froe l . h h i t, t 

office C l . t e Ill '!' hi r y x, n<l son 

... Lawrenc ought it w ab o ut t · me t, younger 

g n ration ta runnin t e v j l J age . 0 lively 

father and son C ai n " 6 bea.ing 

bon r, y oy y three to one. Today Froelich 

s p k i ng o f F r o e 1 i c h J u n i or s a id : 11 1 & u e s s I s ho · ed 

Jr 
young whip er-snapper!. 
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r ty ' i h t - ' h a,. e I conl i us 

OU h t t I , 1 dur ir. cr ioa 0 , 1 

e m r h i • s a C r - c a rr in Com un e e n ' J 

i i .. g t!le r' I er t inform tion about what w s 

g oing on amon t h - - thi o r a p ri 1 of y ars. 

He i H rb rt Phi rick o · M lro e, 

Massachu etts . moti o n pie u e th a t r ex . cutive, 

ssi tant Adverti.ing i r c or 
I J,. 

c h in of ovie , 

house. Toda e stat, d tha t se v en years ago , in 

Nineteen Forty-two he•••• j ind the young Com ffi unist - -
ague, the Rd youth organiz tion. But, b fore doing - ,,.. 

so, he bad a discussion ith asp cial agen of the 

f BI -- and he communicated with sp cial agents 

during the period ~f his membership in the young -
Communist league. then , in Nineteen Forty-four , he - -
becam e a full-fledged member of th ComMuni t party, 

an d still remained in bis wo ds "continuously in 

touch with the . . . It 

u s aid that am ritht n he i a me m .' er 
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of t 1 r u i s r i ' um t 

of th 8 a chu t C mmun s p rty e r p 

num r : n abo ut e v ty. C ol of ' t he C 1 ed 

-- "mo i iz t1 o n~ " . '!'he r e w re di cus o n for 

mobilizi ng the ro es ·1ona l gr ou i cu i s 

at a me ar y l a a r, txr Nin te n rorty ei ght. 

1 a by a 1om an known a · only : "Martha.• 

And, ma by a a named ".r' te•. hich corre pons 

with ell-known Com unist prac ices, real nam 

~ 
conceal d, !cd conspirators using such De. ■~-

•Martha" or"Pete". 
,-

he all-i portant point of te timony 

came in the faa following evidence given by the 

Com- uni t party mem er in touch it the FBI: -
• artba as 6 fl•iia that the pu r po se of the obilization 

/ \ 
was to enable u t o get s■•A••• to g iher uickly in 

ca 

hich cer t ain y does sound like Communist 

party pan for acti n, cons pi r i ng for some ort of 

i n 8 u r r c t, i on a r y bu s i n e s . - - i n c e o f an em r g n c y • 
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R I V V, ma e to a t r i b o re 

tr Un i ~1 t i na am f L 1 r d i el 

1 na ty, 
, 
r i lL o!' u g ary, n d t t h i r teen 

l' O t a nt a tor con 1102d y eds i n 

nu ' ri I r e G n ra l . uccess, 

' 
hU pr OS d that 

lh .1.• i V · ti Cardinal and t e 

pa l o 1 • Imm a i op po iti on v.a of re by P0 land , 

t e ovi t ,•••P• pup et -- th Polish d e legate 

arguing that th worl:d organiz . tion ha no right to 

interf rJ ·1 the in ernal affair of Hun ar·• and 

.bu garia. 

'Ugge t 

In re po nse to that the Unit ed States 

that the Australinn and Bolivian pr osals 

b ta h nu un r the peace treaties made with 

Bulgaria and Hungary , those t~o countries max•• 

having i n guarantees of~• freedom of religi n. 
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Na 1o na Ca l .L w e a rs 

t ay , a wil -cat stri 0 pr men t iei u 

t - as i t pap 0 ne ap : ea r to d y. 

- 0 
T r f r om t or · em o in ic e 

t t th c · t - , i d tr· of taxi driv r ay e 

i u . 
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. h . \\' . Arm y - with m ric s 

ver ' r h 1 a by Pr id en t Tru an il' n h 

oun 0 e o f th r ·t a t s . 11 i il · t ry 

my f i Cl r to occa i o n 0 rm ay to 

u r ' a ro ram 0 Am r i -- c1 n arm am ent , f or the 

e tern count rie t v e i n d the o rth Atlantic 

ocuri y Pact. 


