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INTRO. TO L.T • 

to as 

Lo ell Thom ~ ~ ~till n t he Antar tic , and I want 

him a quest on . Lowell , why hav n 1 t you told us 

anythln about that f abulous bird , the Pen in . 



Hello ~verybody: 

Why have 1 said nothing about the Penguin, 

that most amusing of all birds1 liecause l didn't 

get acquainted with them until today. 

meet them, you are reluctant to co■e away, for they 

are lature's number one clowns. l have just co ■e 

fro■ a pen1uin rookery, a colony of three or four 

thousand, at Cape Boyde, where Sir grnest Shackleton 

made his headquarters on the Antarctic coast. Here 

we visited the wooden huts once occupied by ~cott 

and Shackleton; all ■uch as they were when the 

liritish explorers were here fifty years ago. 

~lankets on the bunks, food on the stoves, suppliee 

on the shelves, note books, magazines and newspapers 

on the tables; even their Antarctic clothing. 

You are asked not to take anything away, not even 

move it. Actually, it was only recently dug out 



PENGUlN - 2 -------
of the snow. 

To get back to the penguins -- we found a 

British scientist and his assistant staying here in 

the Shackleton hut, making a study of the Adelie 

penguin, the most numerous variety. There are seventeen 

different kinds of penguin in the Antarctic; the 

Adelie being the one you usually see in pictures, 

formal white shirt front and all that, not over two 

feet tall; waghs only about ten pounds. The largest 

is the Emperor, eight or nine times the size of the 

Adelia, but not so numerous. 

This is the breeding season and while we 

were there tney were either on their nests, or off 

in search of ■ates - - waddling about, paying little 

attention to us, except to scold us if we stepped too 

close to a nest. 

At a nearby New Zealand base, there are 

fifty-seven scientists and maintenance people, who 



Pt,NGUlN - 3 --------
depend on the U.S. Nav~ for their supplies. As at our 

bases, the young scientists study biology, geology, 

meteorology, the physics of the upper atmosphere, 

seismology, the aurora, and the behaviour of penguins. 

They have taken pengu in to other parts of the Antarctic, 

to points several thousands of miles away, banded the■ 

and released them. Whereupon the penguin found t aeir 

way home through the sea. Although they don't fly, they 

are expert swimmers, and it's exciting to see them leap 

fro ■ the sea onto the ice, and then amble away with that 

aausing penguin waddle. 

So far as! know, the penguin has only two 

enemies. The sea around the Antarctic is rich with 

plankton on which small crustaceans feed. These in turn 

are devoured by fish and squid, and they in turn provide 

the diet for the penguin and for the Antarctic seal. but 

the sea leopard eats the penguin. Then, there is the 

tiller whale, with its tremendous dorsal fin and head 



shaped like a large dolphin's. Not only are the 

penguin the quarry of the killer whale, but this 

demon of th• Antarctic also goes after the sea leopard, 

and will tackle a man if given half a chance. 

buy a penguin, Diet·/ 

So long. 

Wanta 



FOLLO L.T. 

Lowe 1, the Pen in may, on occaeion, be ready to 

tackle a man, but I can tell you that I don•t think Dick Noel 

will ever be will n to tackle a pen in. 

Solon, Lowell , and we 111 be hear1n from you again 

soon. 

l 



CUBA -
An t tempt pe red underw today town freedom f or 

more than eleven thou~ nd Cuban invasion pr is oners by Chrietmae . 

A t ate Department ~po esman ~a id he e pacts chief American 

ne ot tor J mes Donovan o return to Havana shortly t o resume 

ne otia tione. Aleo, an Ame rican frei hter ~ailed today from 

Baltimore to Port Ever ladee,Florida , where American R8d Crose 

offic ials said it would stand by to pick up food and medicine tha· 

may be delivered to Havana in an exchange a reement. The mother 

of one of the prisoners said in Miami tonight - "All I hear 

eounds ood. 11 

Now,Dick, can you tell us eomething that "sounds good?" 



MAIL 

th Chri tm comin on, Dick,· nd with your 1 ~t 

name of oel ecomin . more timely w· th each ssin day , I c n 

r port toni ht th t Po tma~t er Ge ner 1 dward Dy i s ur in the 

American public to send he l ast of ~t Chr i~ tmas mail within 

the ne .·t few d ys to m ke sure of delibery before December 25th. 

Day al ~o said he has received another fan letter about 

the very popular Christmas stamp which the Pos t Office Department 

put on sale this year. The letter wae in the form of a poem 

from a lady in Houe t on, Texas, who expressed her approval thie 

way: "Candles -- wreath -- in red and reen -- you brighten up 

the postal scene. A dove of peace from up above -- Dear 

Christmas Stamp -- you 1 re licked with love. " 

Good ni ht -- ! 111 be back tomorrow. 


