GOOD EVENING EVERYBODY:

U.S. Marines to land in Siam - Thailand -
tomorrow. A battalion of eighteen hundred, to go KNEES
ashore - ready for action. The advance guard of an
American force - of five thousand men. Their first
mission - to preserve the independence of Thailand;
throw back any Red invaders from Laos, who might
cross the wide river Mekong.

This mission could lead automatically - to an
American defense of Laos. Because, north and south -
Laotian territory extends on both sides of the Mekong.

Bangkok breathing a little easier tonight.

The capital of Thailand, rolling out the welcome mat -

for the Americans. The Thais, anxious to see the U.S.

Marines join their own army - which numbers a hundred

thousand men. American troops, & guarantee,
::iyt;::t{ that ‘hailand will not become - another Lass
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M’ Qe conference at the White House today,-

‘Bi-partisan Presldent Kennedy, inviting the leaders of both
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parties - to a sesslon lasting almost an hour. Subject -
southeast Asia., Emphasizing - Laos. The President, explaining
the administration strategy - for countering the Red thrust
across Laos to the Mekonz River.

We are told that President Kennedy wanted thiqﬁneting
with Republicans and Denocrats - before’American troops landed

in Thalland. Mr. Kennedy, knowing that Bangkok was about to

j
anounce - approval of the landing. The President, anxious to i
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discuss this move - wiﬁﬂAﬂon whom h;%e: for support
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in Congress., *~ !
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the—Mekons River—Hence—the best—base of-opersttons—=rheuld

we—decide on miHbary—sction against—the Red—guerrities—of-Seos,



