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ASTRONAUT

I hope you were listening to what went on in

Washington today. If so you heard Astronaut Shepard say:
"I thought last Friday was thrilling, but this surpasses it.,"
Alan Shepard referring first - to his rocket ride into space
and back; and then adding that today topped it - his welcome
in the national capital,

First a crowd cheered him at Andrews Air Force base,
in Maryland - when he flew in from the Bahamas, Then more of
cource were on hand as he draxa arrived by helicopter at the
White House to receive the Distinguvished Service Medal - from
the President. It was exceedingly informal, Some thought too
informal. At the White House, in the Rose Garden, there was a
flash of the familiar Kennedy wit, The President fumbled the
medal - and dropped it., On presenting it, he said to Astronaut

Shepard - "This medal has gone from the ground up." Whereupon

the President made the easy-to-make error of handing over the

medal - instead of pinning on Shepard's lapel. But, he
quickly recovered with his usual aplomb, and with the words -



ASTRONAUT - 2

'Let me pin 1t on! I'11 do my dg&{!\f"}gﬁqdﬂl of which drew a
round of chuckles - from the crowd. #@ee& from - the two Navy men

F e

involved.) Chat-iale the Precident and the astronaut.

Mcame Hlan Shepard's triumphal ride - from the
wilk
wWhite House to the Capito%ﬂ More than a quarter of a million

spectatore - lining Pennsylvania Avenue, cheering themselves

hoarse, =

asbronenty As one Washington policeman put it'- "This is the

first time we've ever had a visitor from outer space."




CONFERENCE_FOLLOW_ASTRONAUT

At his ¥ashington news conference, astronaut
Shepard was bombarded with questions - from a room-full
of newsmen, and handled himself superby. #or some of
the points he made:-

First, he said he and his fellow astronauts feel
- that we could have beatem the Russians into space.

At the same time, they are convinced that our Mercury
project was "well thought out - reliable."

As for his blast-off from the launching pad - he
says it surprised him, because it was so smooth. How
did he feel - at that big moment? Didn't have time for
porsonal'foélingsg "Too many technical things to think
about."

Then the whole flight - went just as smoothly.

No discomfort - even when his capsule began to move at
eleven times the force of gavity. As for weightlessness

he said he knew he'd be asked tht question, and was
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ready for it. That during the five minutes of weight-
lessness - then and there he figured out his answer.
*Quite a pleasant sensation;"™ that was all.

His remark about the beautiful view came - when
he first looked thragh his periscope. His view along
our coast over the Atlantic for some eight hundred
miles; obscured in part - by clouds. The rest -
*beautiful.”

His genewal verdict - on his space flight? A
perfect experiment - pointing toward the day when

American astronauts will fly to the Moon and beyond.




RUSK

The American Secretary of State today told his NATO
collegues in Oslo - that the United States can match Russia's
nuclear power., Secretary Rusk, pointing out - that we have already
gent a man into SpaCé} Thtend - to orbit a man around the earth
before the end of the year, XAnd - have plans for flights across

)

the solar system to Mars and Venus

' z:,aé/zéfwtiw;
The military implication —&e that” our rockets can

y -—Té«kw«?
mathnot dealing from a position of

weakness 4 when we negotiate with the boseg of the Kremlin.
we feel free to mm reaffirm our solemn pledge - with
regard to Berlin., Secretary Rush, again warning Khrushchev that

we will go the 1limit - in safeguarding our right® in wWest Berlin,




CUBA
Cuban refugees in Miam! cay that Castro is stepping up {
|
his summary executions, The dictator, getting rid of hie
opponents - by quietly sending them before the firing squad.
These reports indicate a wave of terror - across central Cuba,

Castro's militiamen, rounding up suspects - hustling them off to

Jall, Then - the fixed trial, following quickly by the death

penalty. 5
Ev%dcnt&y/::g;{means==.that oppogition to the Cuban
dictator is increasing. could be what was in President

Kennedy's mind when he informed the National Association of

Broadcasters - that the story of Cuba "igs not yet finally ended.




RECESS ION

The anti-recession bill signed by Presgldent Kennedy
today - Involves two hundred million dollars, Thét much - for
jobless familles with children. The money, to be made available
to the states - and passed on in the form of grants over the
next fourteen months, The number affected - two hundred

thousand parents, and half a million children.



MOUNTAIN
Here's a glory from Nepal that has the same title -
ag a famous book., And - a famous mountain. The story, the book,

and the mountaln - are all called "Annapurna",

ZZ‘JL&

F~Maurlce Herzog's

"Annapurna," ,Z‘he gtory of how Herzog and)vk—Pi«v—Qm—of-
- I 4 ; -
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mountaineers 4 conquerei/fnaapusnfxin the aimalayas?

Actually, there are a number of mountaing - with that

name, ARRAXPMERX Annapurna One - Annapurna Two, and €o on,
Today's Nepal dispatch concerns - Annapurna Three, It announces
that this mountain has been climbed - for the first the. An
Indian expedition, making the rugged ascent - of almost twentyflv

thousand feet. They report that from the summit - they could

look out over most of Nepal. Aj;pﬂwilﬁt“homent for théﬁ:]

it

longer a—prebiems [ The final conquest - of all the Annapurnas,
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In London, the case of the reluctant peer - took
a dramatic turn today. is you know, Anthony %Wedgewcod
Benn - is really Viscount Stansgate, but doean:t want
to be. Friday night 1 mentioned how Senn entered a
Bristol eletion - and won; that is won a2 seat in the
House of Commons. So he thought.

But under British law - peers are required to sit
in the House of Lords - if they sit anywhere, Hence,
this dramatic episode - today. Picture successful
candidate Anthony Wedgewood Benn - walking up to the
door of the House of Commons. Running smack into the
doorkeeper - blazing in official livery and the gold
chain of his office.

Benn, seying - "1 have a certificate which returns
me as a member for Bristol Southeast." The doorkeeper,
answering - "1'm terribly sorry, M'lord, but lfve been

ordered to keep you out." Benn asking - "Have you been
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instructed to use physical force?" The doorkeeper -
"1 have, M'lord." ©bBenn: - "Will you use force?" The
door keeper - "1 will, M'lord."

In London no one argues with the minion who
guards the portal - of the House of Commons. 1t all
ended with Tony Benn, - 1 mean Lord Standsgate
withdrawing to the gallery of the Commons, where even
a Viscount - may sit, and ponder over whether he must

remain a lord.



WHISKEY

If you're the type who enjoys jokes about the
revenooers - you can shed a tear over this item.
Whiskey is now legal - in Knox County, lennessee.
Prohibition, ended - by a popular referendum. Lhey say
this is creating panic - among the bootleggers in those |
Tennessee hills. Jlhey have onl, got a few weeks to
get rid of ther liquor until the legal bars will put
them out of business.

Of course you could always get a drink in Knox
County. 1ln fact, many lennesseans, who like their

liquor - wanted to keep prohibition. Why? Well, that's

explained by a sign on the campus of the University of

L}
Tennessee - "Vote dry! We want twenty-four hour servicd‘4

Understand that seeming paradox, Dick? &nox

County, lennessee, home of the still and the revenooer.




in Hartford, Connecticut, they claim that there
are no salesmen to match - the ladies of St. George's
Armenian Apostolic Church. Here's what happened at the
church today:- lhe ladies had a rummage sale. Luring
citizens of Hartford into snapping’up - everything fronm :
hats to carrot seeds. The whole rummage sale - cleaned |

out in a2 few hours.

But then one of the ladies - couldn:t find her
coat. A quick check showed - it had been sold. Also
another woman's coat! And - a third! Coats they had
left on a bench. Now they've vanished. ©Sold the able

salesladies of St. George's Apostolic Lhurch.




