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The best picture of the British election is

a comparison. In the previous election, post-war
A

year of Nineteen Forty-Five, when Winston Churchill

vas tossed out - the Lador Party won a huge majority

of two hundred seats in Parliament. Ia the House of

Commons elected yesterday, they will have a majority

that you can almost coun$ on your fingers.
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Sveive election

The latest returns, with only

districts to come, show the Labor Socialist’ with

three—~hundred-and—-fourteen seats in !%umn. The

’
Conservatives - tvo-hundred-and $ aine Ya A Labder

SEgER margin of - tnaty,ﬁ The Liderals have

eight - which leaves ¥adbor with a majority u‘*-

over the two non-8ceialist Parties.

@;ﬂ The popular vote is equally eloquent - Lador

taking thirteen-million,~ Oudmndtod-nt:ﬁ:ﬁ-‘.-

thousand. The Oonservatives - twelve-million,.

y Y

thousand. VYhich gives a Labder

hundred~and

undred -thousand. But ) the

by meanret QA

Liberals took tvo-ud-&-_-ha!t-auuon.-/tow |

majority of l.ouAk
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» Labor minority, as compared with both of the

non-8ocialist Parties.

Five top ranking figures inm the Labor
Government were defeated - one a cabinet minister,
Kreech-Jones, Golonial Secretary. The Communists
vere wiped ont,ﬂm losing the two seats
they had. 'MI: took a disastrous beating - and all

over the place are losing forfeits they had to put

up, under the British slection lav. Each candidate
in every district posts a-hundred-and-f£ifty pounds,
four-hundred-and.tventy doll.rl;- and he loses the
money if he fails to get as much as oneceighth of the
votes. The Reds failed in s0 many cases, that it is
costing them a small fortune. Left wingers lost ous
everywhere, including five Laber rebdels, who had beea
tossed out of the party for leftist activities. They
were defeatcd yesterday - as vere all the candidates

with a record of opposition to British colldFbdorationm

with the United States. Ia the new House of Commons

there will be not one anti-American.
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—Sd It was a huge Swing to the right - .eohteh
dovolop€§1tn dramatic fashion. Last night Labor pilocé
up & big lead - dut the returns wvere mostly from large i
cities, where the Socialists are stromg. Today, the
returns from the country sections were eounted, and
the lead for Labor dwindled constantly, until it almoss|
vanished. Bws then Labor picked up a dit, and comes

\
out with the present small majority. There uoﬁrl

0
districts from which the vote will not be announced
today. TFour of these are ia the remote north of
S8cotland - and thrcgka:o Conservative areas.

The net result of it all is to leave Britain
in a state of political indecision. Tomight Winston
Churchill speaks of what he calls - Parliamentary
*instability.” Vhich means that Parliament will be
virtually paralysed - the Labor Party unable to govera
effectively with such a small majority. All nev
schemes of Socialism will have to De put off,

apparently - ia a Parliament so evenly Adivided.

Tonight the guessing in London is, that a new election




will have to be called within a year - to resolve the

ambigious unoortixnty brought by those figures ve

HeEngy

have tonight.




The latest tonight pictures the strange

predicament of that once great Liberal party. They
lost 80 many election forfeits that the total
comes to more than one-hundred-and-seventy-five
thousand dollars. At four~hundred-and-twenty dollars
per candidate, the figures shov that in more than
four hundred districts the liberals failed to
capture one eighth of the vote. Yot they polled two
and a half million - and, if they had ks joined
with the Conservatives, the anti-S8ocialist foroces
would have wvon an casy victory -- with a sisable
majority of the popular vote and a strong control
of Parliament. 80 the Labor party stays ia powver

technically - because of a divided opprosition.
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In Vienna, the Austrian police and the U.S,
Aray authorities join in saying that Captain Eufgene
Karpe, American Naval Attache to Romania, was probdably
murdered - thrown from a railroad train in an Austrian
tunnel. After investigation today, they've ruled out
suicide as - impossidble. ¥or is 1% likely that it
could have been an accidental fall from the train.
Yhieh leaves - murder. American Army authorities
declare: "It looks like a planned job." There was
no robbery involved, and the surmise is that the
murder may have been - politiecal.

Captain Karpe was leaving his post ia
Bucharest, capital of Red Romania, and wvas on his way
back to YVashington - to bde reassigned to some other
job. He proceeded to Vienna, vhere he stayed for
fifteen days, and had minor medical treatment. One
dramatic and possibly significant fact 1is this -

Captain Karpe was a close friend of Rebert Voegler, .

5
1

the American telephone executive recently put on

- T

trial in Red Hungary and sentenced to fifteen years ina
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prison - after making a ooézzlsion. During his ;zor
in Vienna Captain Karpe called frequently at the
Voegler home, visiting his friend's wife. On
VWednesday he escorted Mrs. Voegler's sister to the
opera.

Then he took the train, the famous orieat
express, vhich runs between Constantineple and Paris.
Before he left Vienna, he is quoted as saying that he
thought he was being “trailed’, and expressed fear fer |
his 1ife. Thereafter, all is a mystery - about what
happened. as the orient express, speeding toward Paris, |
passed through an Austriaa tunnel. But the delief is
- that Captain Karpe was hurled from the trsig;-
murder ,/ possibly p.lit ical.



SENERAL MOTORS

General Motors has cut prices and wvages. On
automobiles, the reductions range from ten to forty
aollary;that Ruch less per car. The vage cut is two
cents an hour, applying to union workers - while
salaried employees take a reduction of ten dollars a
month,

All this is under the umion contract signed

twvo years ago - a union-company agreement that caused
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much discussion. Zhe contract has a provision tacking }é

]

|

vages to the cost of living. Every three months, wagesil

are to be raisod or lowered, accordiag to the cost of
living index issued by the U. 8. Zador Bureau. ZThey

have been lovered twice previously - mow a third time.

|
Today new figures came out, showing a cost-of-living ;

decline of about two and a half percentage points,
Mich, according to the union contract means a vage

decrease of two cents an hour. Putting this into

effect, General Motors also cuts the prices of 1ts cars;

The union is not pleased, and says the
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contract will not be reneved with any clause tying 8
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vages to cost of living. Instead, the union will go
: for a pension-velfare program, when the present

contract expires - as it does in May.




REUZEER
In Detroit this evening the jury returned
a verdict of "not guilty" in the trial of Carl

Bolton for the shooting of VWalter Reuther, President
of the Auto Workers Union. Bolton a former union

official and a convict right now,denied he was |

anyvhere near the Reuther home when the shotgun

blast was fired -- and this the jury believed. The
prosecution brought forward a X lot of circumstantial
evidence, but was never able to place Bolton near the
scene Xfxihm of the crime. 80 now, exonerated - he
goes back to yxx prison, He is serving a t;tl of ten
to ftft;;n y;;rc for a robb;ry committed after the

Reuther shooting.




The miners union has been ordered to trial
for contempt of court. This decision was handed &owa
today in VWashington by Federal Judge Keech, who cited
the United MNine ¥orkers for both civil and criminal
contempt. Opposing this, the defense attorney argued
that John L. Lewis, acting for the union, ordered the
ainers to get back to their jobs, He tried to eall
off the strike - twice. But the miners have refused,
acting individually - defying bdoth union and court
injunction. This contention $he Judge rejected,
turning down the plea that the miners are im revolt
against Lewis and the uniea.

The trial will begim on Monday, with the
possibility that the United Mine Vorkers may inocur

heavy fines - as it has on $vo previous oceasions.
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still going on bdetween the mine owners and the union.
They had a session today, though Lewis did mot attend.
He vas on his way to Springfield, Illinois, where his
sixty-nine year old brother, Thomas, committed suicide
this morning - following a heart attack. Ia the

absence of the mine union chier, his lieutenants

continued the negotiations.




At Manistee, Michigan, the jail burned down
today, and inside were seven prisonmers. VYhich
represented a problem for Sheriff Harcy Holmgream.- or
rather 1t was no prodlem at all. As the flames roared |
\ through the county courthouse, in which the Jail was
} situated, the sheriff epened the cells, and told the
prisoners - to go home. But they dida't. They stayed
right there and fought the blase - helping the firemen |
in & futile effort to save the courthouse and the
jail. Then they went home.

"I'm not wvorried about the bdoys," said

Sherif? Holmgren. °“They'll come back when I ask them.®

\\!hst is, vhen tlo:o'l s nev jail in which to put them. |
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AXhere vas & neat bt of dialogué

"
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But the /un bit of dfalogue ocopfred at a
.( 4 il

Sshate hearing-~ on that sade sudbject « funds for the
Nwreobwi-i~Pien, Becretary Tom Connally of Texas ‘5‘47
critisized the British for cutting down their purehase
0f American oil. The chief of the Marshall Plan

mission to Britain, John Kenney, tried to explain

British poiicy. <This aroused the ire of the gentleman

L from Texas - wvho demanded, "Are you being paid by the

government to destroy ‘merican trade?!"

After which Tom Oonnally pressed the question;

"How much do you make from t.ue government?®
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Kenney replied that his salary was seventeen
thousand, five hundred dollars a year.

"How much did you make before you wemt to
work for the government!" Connally demanded.

The reply was in a mild, quiet tone:
"*Between seventy and eighty thousand dollars,” said
Kenney.

*On," grunted Connally, and changed the
subject.

All of vwhich was an example of hew

devastating a soft-spoken retort ocan be - silencing

even a senator from Texas.




DRENYER SMOKRSIACK

lose its most famous landmark - g three hundred and

fifty {oot smokestack. A couple of generations of
Donverito,Ahnso Towa up in the shadow of that tall

tover - which nowv is to go toppling dowa to crashing

ruin,

The smokestack, rising high over a smelter,
vas put up at the turn of the century by ome of
Golorado's last - "Bonanza Kings®, Barney Currigaa -
vho won millions out of the gold and silver mines in
those days of abounding treasure. Now, however, the
city fathers declare that the lofty structure is a
menace, might fall down - the danger botng’sll the
greater, as the three hundred and fifty x foot
smokestack is right next door to the stockyards

stadium, and might crash into a crowvd attending ’\..
M B‘M Ly 3
n&hiot&e.ovonﬁx‘ 8o the order has deen given -

dvnamite the tove:f??norrov,::hna Mayor Quigg Newton

will touch off the blast. It's to be a public

spectacle - with crowds vatching the giant collapse.
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Engineers declare two cracks have appeared
at the base, and a lively gale off Mt. Evans and
those big snowy mountains nearby might do the triock.
Or there's another possidility - the dynamiting
tomorrow may be stopped by sentimental Denverites,
who argue that the smokestack is a deloved landmark,
and should be apsrod.

lho:f this old grey head - but spare ont

beloved smokestack - today they said.
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