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lEiiAo Lowell Thomas Broadcast
for Literary Digest,
October 23, 1931. (Friday)

Good Evening, Everybody:

Sn old dispute between Texas 
and Arkansas seems to be in d anger of 
flaring up again.

The United Press reports that 
the Texas Rangers have set up thei r 
headquarters on 4600 acres of land 
near the city of Texav^ana. This is 
disputed land. A long controversy has 
been going on about it. The trouble is 
caused by the fickle ways of the Red 
River which is the boundary between 
Texas and Arkansas. The river has a way 
of changing its course. Fifteen years 
ago it made an abrupt shift with the 
result .hat those 4600 acres of land 
which had previously been in Arkansas 
kbkk are now in Texas.

The ^rkansans claim«Mfcfc£* the 
land K5S& sti II theirs, but the Texans

A
point out that the River remains the

bji£unSry SiThe dtspuia has been cropping 
&nd off ever Vino*. Not so long

a Batt I e
up on
ago occurred what was cal led 
of Bridges in which Texas and Arkansas25
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had a row about the bridges across the 
Red River, and now Texas seems to be 
taking up a strong position by locating 
the headquarters of the Texas Rangers 
on the 4600 acres^ttuci

I£XM - 2
Page
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Near Kami I ton, Ontario, hundreds 
of farmers are standing on guard these 
days. TheM. farmers are frightened and 
angry. They are armed with pitchforks, 
scythes, and shotguns. They are 
protecting their barns.

The international News Service 
explains that a firebug has been busy.

!

He had been setting blazes all over 
Wentworth Coun:fy/l^^*e has been specializing
in barns. Thirteen fine^barns have been

A

burnt in the past few days, with fcto* a 
loss of more than a hundred and fifty 
thousan d d oI Iars.

Posses of men have been 
searching the countryside for the maniac. 
The farmers are afraid to keep their 
livestock in the barns, for fear of 
fire, and they are_jtand i ng guard,

i n ^the
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And now comes what seems to be a 
case of rough on kidnappers.

Four men were sentenced in New 
York today to sixty s years a piece in 
prison. And those are long terms. They 
are getting the heavy dose for a recent 
sensational kidnapping case.

Charles M. Rosenthal, a New 
Yorker, was kidnapped and held for two 
weeks. His family paid a large ransom 
to get him out, and as
the International News Service tells us.
the judge said today;

foyou four tnen^'t^-^^^ce.

.^L
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Judge didn't have
.A* *

anything to say to Scarface Al Capone 
today. His Honor was scheduled to 
pronounce sentence on the Big Shot, 
but that has been put off until tomorrow 

The Internat iona I News Service 
explains that Capone appeared in court. 
His lawyers made a long argument before 
the Judge. His Honor said he would 
reserve dec isl on. ftry
Sentence tcrflrofH?=ffw^. <rv\ -bLz

f-tfLiZdJZ-ek
I

5M



3

4

5

6

7

8 

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20 

21 

22

23

24

25

Page,

SSrafefcl^another freak robbery 
story, atot I don't suppose any of you
would mind being burglarized inA, 
fashion. Two young men walked into a 
drug-store at Danville, Indiana. They 
said they wanted change,, for a 820 bill
And they laid the on the
counter.

—----- ■ - • •

A. G. Keileher, the clerk, opened
the cash drawer for the change. The

whipped out guns and
rthe money in that drawer.'*' 

—'— dr" ,ABE^The clerk obeyed. He scooped
out the money and handed it to the
robbers. It amounted to 811 in all. The
two burglars were so nervous that they
hurried out, leaving the 820 bill on the
c ount er.

And that, as the United Press 
points out^ left the clerk with a profit 
of n ine do I I ars.

9 9-31 SM
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Now come a few emphatic words 
about the business situation. They’re 
from Charles M. Schwab who spoke today 
at the semi-annual meeting of the 
American Iron and Steel Institute.

Mr. Schwab be I i eves that 
everything is set for a radical 
improvement in business conditions. He 
said that things were set-in this country 
iJ-Jli .shfing. Bus ire ss was improving.
Then came the financial crisis in 
Europe with Germany and England in a 
bffjfcsmggyc a*nd that delayed the American 
reco very.

The United Press quotes 
the steel magnate as saying that he has 
seen the country pull through too many 
crises to be a pessimist now.

9-9-31 SM
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Those conversations in Washington 
are going strong. I mean the talks 
between Premier Laval of France and 
President Hoover. Nothing definite has 
been given out, except that all 
questions of international importance 
are being frankly discussed. They come 
under three headings: disarmament,
reparations and war debts, and 
international co-operation to restore 
pro sper 11y.

One I ine of comment is that the
Premier and the President are agreed that
something should be done in all three
matters, but that they are not quite in
harmony on the subject of HOW. They

* •

are saying, "Yes, we know what should be 
done! but how are we going to do it?"

William Phillip Sims, the foreign 
editor of the Scr ipps-Howard newspapers, 
gives the opinion that on disarmament, 
for instance, both France and the United 
States are eager for a cut in the 
military establishments of the nations. 
But the American idea is that the way to
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disarm is to disarm. And that also will 
bring international security.

But the French don't believe that 
■■taMtnat i onal ■■■■«■ security will be a 
necessary result of disarmament. They 
think that national security should be 
established first, and then it will be 
t ime tod isarm.

m Meanwhile, a good deal of 
attention is being paid to Premier Laval' 
pretty daughter, Josee Laval. She is 
only 19 and seems to be thrilled by 
Washington, esP ec 1 a* s*n0Ps#
She has been sk ipping^around with the 
daughter of the French ambassador, and
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Now comes *k8 word about 
unemployment relief, and it is cabled from 
a country where there isn't supposed to 
be unemployment.

An appropriation was approved 
today in Paris. It cal Is for the 
expenditure of three billion francs, 
approximately one hundred and twenty 
million dollars. It is to be spent for 
public improvements throughout France, 
roads, harbors, schools, hygiene, 
agriculture, and civil aviation. And 
one of the big ideas, says the International 
News Service, is that all this work 
will help to relieve unemployment.
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Things iatisleotpaxKi±y looked pretty
bright over at Geneva earlier in the day, 
but then they 3---^^1
rnfflEFsKea The last word seems to be that 

Japan is blocking the proposal that 
Japanese troops get out of the disputed 
parts of "anchuria by November 16th.

It looked for a while as if 
everything might be settled. The 
Associated Press reports that the 
Japanese delegate spoke as if his country 
flgas^ready to yield to the demand made
by the League of Nations,that is, the 
demand that Japan must withdraw her 
troops by November ISth.

Then Or. Sze, the Chinese 
delegate, announced in the name of his 
government that the propose I was 0. K. 
He said it didn't accomplish all that 
China wanted, but neve rth e I e s s the 
Chinese Government would accept.

But r ight after that the
Japanese delegate came back to the 
contention which Japan has made al I 
along. It is, says the International

f
I
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News Service, that before the Japanese 
get out the Chinese government will have 
to make full and complete guarantees 
that the Japanese residents in Pvianahur ia 
will be safe and unmolested.

And that’s the way things stood 
when the League Council ended its 
session this evening. Foreign Minister 
Br iand of France cal led upon the Chinese 
and Japanese to reflect overnight.

The League Council will meet 
again tomorrow morning.

sm
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These are active days for the Tal I 
Story Club. It seems that local chapters 
of the truth-telling brotherhood are
being established at various places.

• . «

Take Fanwood, New Jersey, for instance.
The exalted Ananias there is F. 

Gregory Hartswick, of cross-word puzzle 
fame. Greg is one of the group of three 
who created the cross-word puzzle fad.

But Greg is also a talI-story 
teller of great talent. He

to give a report on the organization 
of the Fanwood, New Jersey, Chapter of 
the TalI Story Club.

&0 - arhSsfct1
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v;ell, it was inevitable that Fanwood j 
should have a TalI Story Club. Last 
Saturday night the inhabitants listened to 
the broadcast of the foundation of the New 
York Chapter. And the question immediately 
arose. Was Fanwood to be behind New York? 
The answer was, NOI NEVER1 Don't 
Fanwoodites talk as tall as the citizenry 
of New York, or any other place? Yes, 
they do.

And so the Fanwood branch of the 
Tall Story Club was promptly formed. Let 
me give you an extract from the minutes 
of the first meeting.

The assembled tail-story tellers 
unanimously agreed that Fanwood is a 
great and flourishing community. In fact, 
Fanwoodites remind one of the Cal ifornian 
who went to a ofiwa funeral. After the 
sermon the parson asked if any friends of 
the deceased would I ike to speak. There 
was silence for a moment, unt i I the n ative
son arose and said:

"If no one has any remarks to make

about the dear departed, I'd I i ke to say
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a few words about California."

And so, the Fanwoodites, had a few words to say about 

Fanwood. Commissioner Cheelen told how a stranger to the town 

said to him the other day:

"Whst do you think about the degression?"

"The Commissioner thought for a moment in a ouzzled 

way, and then said:

"Deuression? Degression? Oh yes, you mean that low 

snot in Postmsster Young’s farm."

Greg goes on by asking: "How could we have a depression

\vhen the ooil down this way is so fertile? The other evening a

citizen was bringing home a lot of atu§4 his wife had ordered,

and the beg with the groceries in it fell out of the car.
a

went beck to look for it in the daylight, and Aound that^full 

course dinner had sorung un by the side of the road. The dinn 

was comnlete even to salad dressing, because when the vi g 

bottle hit the ground, it struck oil.

And the Fanwood meeting adjourned with the assi g 

Of the unanimous resolution to edort that new Literary Digert
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a few words about California."

And so, the Fenwoodites, he.d a few words to say about 

Fanwood. Commissioner oheelen told how a stranger to the town 

said to him the other day:

"w'hrt do you think about the degression?"

"The Commissioner thought for a moment in a nuzzled 

way, and then said:

"Deoression? Degression? Oh yes, you mean that low 

snot in ^ostmrster Young's farm."

Greg goes on by asking: "How could we have a depression

when the ooil down this way is so fertile? The other evening a

-Pf
citizen was bringing home a lot of stu44 his wife had ordered,

and the bag with the groceries in it fell out of the car. he
a

went beck to look for it in the daylight, and found that^full 

course dinner had snrung un by the side of the road. The dinner

was comnlete even to sr.led dressing, because when the vinegar

bottle hit the ground, it struck oil.

and the Fanwood meeting adjourned with the ess g 

of the unanimous resolution to adort that new Literary Eigert
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book - "Tall Stories,” as the exalted manual of Fanwood

Chanter of the Tall Story Club.
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We II, Gregg, 
igiii^pste^^here ' s one the Internationa
News Service passes along which will make 
your Fanwood Tall Story iKik«K*sxixlc«i 
tellers pale with envy.

This is an example of the great 
Chinese whopper, and it's told by Fong 
Sai Cook.

Mr. Fong is being held by the 
Immigration authorities in San Francisco. 
They are going to .depqrt him back to 
China. The asked
him to explain how he got into this 
country, and here’s the explanation
Fong Sa i Cook has~ to- give;

"I cam® on a big steamer", he
declares. "Outside of the Golden Gate 
the steamer sa.nk and went to the bottom. 
Everybody was drowned except me. I swam
ashore with my trunk."

Yes, that certainty is the
great Chinese whopper, but Fo^ng oai Cook
is s t i ck i n g to his s t o r y. ^

\

S' ^I

I!
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And another story of Chinese trying 
to get into country comes from
Miami, FI orida^ v^Ten starving Chinamen 
have just been rescued from an 
uninhabited island off the Florida 
coast. The United Press describes them 
as hungry, thirsty, and badly bitten by 
swarms of mosquitos. They say they were 
landed off a boat on Tuesday night.
They had paid from 200 to 400 dollars 
each to be put ashore en the United

States. puxb
They were merely on the

deserted island, and left there. The 
authorities gave them food and water, and 
tonight they are in a local jail.

t!
i

ll

1

§

11
11;-;!



ALIEN
Page J2. (

And then there rs another strange 
story of an alien in the United States* 
it tells of the case of Najib Sakb- 
Aboond* The immigration authorities are 
trying to deport Najib as an undesirable 
al ien. Yes, they want to send him back 
to his own country. But now they find 
that his country has gone out of 
e x i s t e nc e.

The New York Sun explains that he 
comes from a part of Syria which used to 
be recognized as a country. But since 
the World War it has been under a French 
mandate, and the inhabitants have been 
given two years to register as French 
citizens.

Najib has been in the United States
. — •

since 1911, and his status now is that 
of a man who is a citizen of country

•hf -A.

wfrltkj: has gone out of existence.

vaMa-X? ,rx4AAA„ tfvCt — ~foyY\J£'------ -VW-tfVvA.

?

I

f


