Admiral Nimitz has enforced a news blackout ove

the movements of the Yifth Fleet ever since it attacked

Wt .tlm_‘ 43‘ -
and damaged &mwiilpu%‘:::hips. There vas a

own EALd
report that :t was approaching shs Okinawa, three hundre

miles to the southwest of Japanl The way Radio Tokyo

PPEY 0>

put it was that Admiral Mitscher's task force was fleeing ?
at full speed southward toward thexmxkszx Okinawa.
Okinawa is an island in the Ryukyu group, sixty-seven
miles long and about ten miles wido) It—bs—rsthsx

’

thickly popnlatedaﬂlolo four hundred and fofty thousand

-~ y
m A1l the Ruykyu Islands are dotted
A

with airfields, naval bases, naval air stations, and

harbors.

Carrier borne planes have bombed the island

several times, also land-based bombers from the airfields

under General MacArthur. 5
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The next important news u=”a=y expect

from the Philip ines gA of the capture of Baguio the

summer capital,ef=¥e—tsIand®& The Thirty-third

a division,m split up into two columns,

a»e advancing on the city. are now only twelve

i /N
miles away. Baguio,h the last important strong

hold the Japs holé on Luzon.




E-

B-29s based on India have attecked Rangoon ;

for the second timiin a weekﬁ&!ore than & hundred of ?

them dropped their bombs on military installations, and
storage areas; according to report, with good results.
The enemy put up no fighter opposition, flak was
mod erate -- and they all got back to India.

Rangoon is8 now the only source of supply for the
Japanese forces trapped in the north, in that triangular

region between Meiktila, Myingyan, and Mandalay.




wESTERN _FRONT

On the “estern Front our armies and the British

are fighting against a new comnanding general -- at

any rate a change.lrﬂitler has fired Field Marshal vox;1

Rundstedt as Commander-in-Chief on the Rhine, replacin

him with Field .darshal Kesselring, who proved such a

tough and difficult nut to crack in Italy.SHis tactics

have held the Allies on the Appenine Peninsula for
months, and have shown up brilliantly alongside mf the
.dar‘ng but unsuccessfal attempt s of von Rundstedt,
whose counter-attack in the Ardennes cost the Germans
gsuch heavy losses, in the end.
G

During the last couple of weeks, most of us
have been under the impression that the big offensive
on the Western Front had begun. We thought the advance
of Hodges's First Army and Patton's Third was the big

push, &5=1®, But today we learn that the capture of

Cologne, Coblenz, Worms, and 'all the other Rhine cities
. il s« gl $t Voo >
133““8%:@ I e B e At

sur great allied armiles
A’b tomer vipn & grom Elsenhower to

; re waiting the word
hzia%xa*zzzgo~ LCuA4~;a‘ta4 vraia Aviue,
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Tﬁe.f*"tf and foot seldiers of Hodges' First
have now expanded the bridgehead east of the Rhine to
a width of thirty-one miles -- i.e., north to south.
Today, pushing northward toward the Ruhr, they
captured seven more towns. -

‘As for Patton, his mmam men have cleaned out the

last of the garrison at Mainz, which in future will

ayence,
probably be known as il}lllXN its ancient French nanme.

Patton, in cooperation with General Patch of the Seventb,ﬁ
has shut the Germans up in a triangular trap, along
thirty miles of the Rhine. While Patton's troops go on

mopping up the Saar.

Again today every type of plane we aml the

British have,was out hammering the airfields and railroad

centers of the Ruhr. The object of the strategic air

forces was to soften up the Ruhr garrisons -- have them

softened up for Montgomery when he starts his drive

8cross the Rhine. Bombing everything -- including

command posts, and communications.

Montzomery is at the head of a great force

B —
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made up of the American Ninth, the Canadian First, and
: J hide

the British Second armies. In order toNwil his

operations from the Germans, the Allies for weeks have

been throwing up a gigantic smokescreen sixty-six

miles lIong: produced by smoke generators designed by a

Princeton professor, Dr. Irving Langmuir. For weeks

the Germans, supposedly, haven't known what was going

that
on behind'}rtlg wall of smoke.

SaPa

And about that capture of Ludwigshafen. The
#azis inside the ruined city put up an opposition so
fierce owr armored columns had to give way to the
Ninety-fourth, which did the final clean-up job.

it
Tonight's news from the Western Front includes

an interesting bit about the Two Hundred and Thirty-
Seventh Engineer Combat Battalion; an outfit that
von a presidential citation for what it did on D-Day,
in Nornandy, on Utah Beach. Well, the Two Aundred amd

Thirty-Seventh has just built a treadway bridge across
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the Rhine -- 4id it in nine hours and eleven minutes.

The previous record for such a bridge was twenty hours.

This one will carry forty tons' weight, and was thrown

. across at the rate of a hundred-and-eighty feet an

-

hour. A superb feat of engineering.

e e L ST




The British Information Service today gives us
information about those monster bombs the Royal Air
Force has been dumping on the Germans, the bombs that
weigh twenty-two thousand pounds each. In an

experiment, one was dropped on a small granite islet

off the coast of Britain, and completely obliterated
it. Anot her was dropped somewhere in southern England,
and observers who stood a mile off saw g;eaf masses

of earth, weighing tons upon tons, thrown into the air
by the force of the explosion.

The British éall it the volcano bomb. Hitherto
they have used it only against the Naxis. Just one of
them, dumped on the Bielefeld Viaduct, caused at
least six spans of it to crumble immediately.

Eventually, they expect to use this volcano
bomb against the Japanese. Something more to make
hideaway.
Hirohito quake in his Imperial und erground k}jlln}gk

The only type of plane that can carry this

volcano bomb, so they tell us, xk is the British

Lancaster. Ang they had to make a special hoisting tackle
o loag it. ———eSEEEEEE
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J Wil
hﬁ\ army has developed a nev system for

hospitalizing the wounded. A story from the front
illuogratos it beautifully. Twenty-four soldiers,injured

somevhere near the Remagen bridgehead, were put into a

couple of gliders. HNine minutes later, they were in an

evacuation hospital fifty miles away. Ags one of the

vounded expressed it: "I got nailed by a Jerry bullet
Ay ‘

sbout eight this morning, and here I ng‘nt a hospital

for lunch." Then he explained that if he had had to

2o e place Ca Wrmmad "oy Tuck Hene)

come by ambulance, ho wouldn't have reachod there before ﬂ,

vaI Mg ot

nightfall, /tad—&t-foaid—htfe~bcen—c—borr&b%t-rtdv=ovor—

rough roads.

An officer of the Army Medical Corps pointed

ovt that they expect in—gosd—erder to evacuate some six- ﬁ
e LAV ¥
or-seven hundred wounded every day by glider-ambulance-

service. The glidere work both going and coming. On the

¥ay to the battle areas they carry four thousangd pound
a

‘:
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of medical supplies, and on the return, a cargo

gyounded soldiers.

of
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Our casualties are reported to be mounting at
the rate of aluost twenty thousand a week -- the total
today, eight-hundred-and-fifty-nine-thousand, five-
hundred-and-eighty-seven, of which a hundred-and-
eighty-five thousand, six-hundred and fifty-two are dead?€
and five-hundred-and-six thousand, six-hundred-and-thizk
thirteen wounded. Most of them serving in the Army,
wvhich includes the Army Air Forces --- seven-hundred-

and-sixty-seven-thousand, six-hundred-and -@ighty.

——

Y7, W—\z,&pm o a
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? The big news from the Ezstern FronﬁA}althl

the Germans are about to lose their last arsenal, the
gactories of Czechoslovakia. The Nazis had counted on

RANEM
holding thoagocfter they lost the Ruhr. Two powerful

Russian columns plunged twenty-five miles across Upper

Silesia and met at the Sudeten Mountains in Csocﬂ‘lovt

?ttsz were columns of the First Okrainian fray under

Marshal lonch In their advance, they seiszed and

occupied more than four hundred towns of Silesis,

including half a dozen large sanufacturing cities.

All this Marshal Stalin announced in an order-of

the-day. For thirty-three days we pad heard virtually
nothing ¥ about Eonev's &army. The Germans themselves,
sbout a week ago, reported 8 nevw of fensive in those

quarters, but MoscoWw said nothing about it. Another

2
cheering fact about that operation 18 that those two

columns of M Konev's army, when they joined up,

I —



" BASTERE_IBONT - 2
surrounded and destroyed some fifteen thousand Germans.
A later bullétin from Moscow reportfﬁ that the Red armies
heve killed no fewer tham forty-five thousand Germans in
Upper Silesia. Evidently Konev had a huge aray at his
dispesal, for Stalin's order-of-the-day enumerates ns

Who are under Konay-
fevor=tiax fifty-six generals ss—amcag—thems !

The Nazis themselves today announced that no

fewer than four Russian armies are puohindcown the

Danube from Budapest, 3?';=tac=:ttifp for Vienna aad th

.

Bratislava Glp§ The Nazis admit they have been forced to
abandon many strong points to the Russians, who are now
only ninety-four miles from Vienna.

After the fall of Budapest, the Nazis made a
terrific counter-attack, and succeeded two months ago
in pushing back the Third Ukrainian Aray under Marshal

Tolbukhin. By the latest progress im Hungary, the

Soviet armies have re

gained almost al} \
Tolbnkhin lost. e terr1t°r¥ that
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The inference from all this is that the Ruesians
are accomplishing a daring and brilliant piece of
strategy. The object is to squelch the widely advertised
German plan of making a final desperate stand in
Czechoslovakia and Austria. And tﬁttftii} bring the

ectus? end of the war nnch ciaaz€i=:14— lstely

\AM
frustrate 2451¥ Hitler's chorishz Projoct of holding

4

out indefinitely in the BaveTrian and Austriam Alps “~7l
Lo Vermiad wa <L~—U411>¢ﬁ} uAfw~j=h~‘11Luu4LW1r;
While all this was happening on the southera end |
of the Eastera Front, the Soviet armies in the north
vere cutting in twe the German garrisons at Danzig,

Koenigsberg and Gdynia. Reports from that end of the

line predict that the German attempt to hold out to the

A a
last on the Baltic coast n%lchu:inmu:cm

short—of dioassfggrv <?;c garrison at Iooniglbere,ip

battered and dazed, I+ is holding out in an area whieh

%™ at no point more than three miles deep.

ighting
Further west, the Soviet armies are fig
through demnse foreets of beech trees, that protect the

= \ approaches to Danzig and Gdynia.

——mmEEEEEE
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The British Government today warned the Germans
that, unless they surrender quickly, they will probably
starve in Nineteen Forty-Six.: A spokesman for the

Ministry of Economic Warfare cautioned the enemy not to

\*=

expect the Allies to feed them after they have
surrendered. This warning followed a Berlin broadcast

in which the Nazi government admitted that the advances

of the Russians in the east und the Allies in the west,
plus the disruption of & the German railroads andiﬁf;

Adiltributing system, has already created an acute food

shortage in Hitler's Reich.

The British Iiniatry‘of Economic Warfare pointed

out that flermany never was self sufficient in the matter
of food, always imported at least twelve per cent of
vhat it ate. Furtherlore,'tho Nazi Governmant has

crippled German agriculture in order to boost the war

Y
program. A}f they do net take ateps,ilnediately,to step
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gp production on tXO farms, aet even tj?mu kindly

wW-e€ oae

disposed enemy cc{gl ,88ve them. The Alliuﬁcanut feed
them because theA will need all tie available food

)
supplies to feed the pcopld’ in the areas liberated from

the Nazis.
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ta=their—Lasvuor——Bud/ Goebbels continues to hold the

great illusion before his gmx people, the idea
that the Allies are quarreling and will split if
only the German people will hold aut long enough.
That ceems to be the secret weapon that Hitler

dangles before his mmisrm unfortunate followers.
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The British delegation to San Francisco next

sonth vill be led by Foreign Secretary Anthony Eden.

E

,4_0
Prime Minister Churchill W announceim today. 4/ '
1 /

The appointment raised a rav in the House of Commons.

Tvo of the Laborite members protested because their leader,|

Clement Attlee, who is alse Deputy Prime Minister, bcconu_&

just an ordinary member of the delegation, subordimate to

Eden. The Laborites charge@that in this move, Churchill

3 OVWY)
l“id! trying {:;é:kponr for hnurntiv% with
A A /~

an eye on the general elections %'111 1’oliow the
European war.

Among the nine members of the British delegation
vill be two women, One of them, Ellen Wilkinson, a

Wiio 4
Laborite and a veteran member of the House, SXO is aiso

-
P'rlialcntary Secretary of the Ilinut%’of Home Security.

The other will be Florence Horsbruch, a Conservative, and

Parliament 8 %
ary oecreta~y to the ﬂealth Minister.




GATION - 2

Chur« 1ill resented the criticisms of the Labor
pembe rs, said they were churlish. At any rate, there will?

be no change in the appointment.




At Ttoneham, ldassachusetts, & gentlenman
( advertised for & wife. The gentleman in question was
recently divorced, which left him, as he put it, "to be
s fether, mather and general factotum" for his three

’
children. It brought hiz proposals from divorcees in

P T T IR TP —————

the focial Fegister, school teachars, business women,

and one dame eighly iears old, a gramd mother.
xhlxxx:hxnid)ia XXX hxtnuafx)xaxxxxaukxlnnxnxghtx

must have had umpf or comething. For, although he is

¥§~ yraxxxsldyxaxgrandxskthary The advertisement he wrote
}l forty-seven years old, he hius received zxf fifty offers,

B:ébfinclud1ng one from a seventy-year-old lady with two

country homes and two motor cars, and presumably

enough gas coupons to run 'em.

And now Hugh, will you tell the folks about

| Bt st oo ot
bnin oo
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