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Republicans and Southern Democrats teamed
up today to defeat a compromise minimum wage bill
which President Kennedy had endorsed only a few

hours before. The first major legislative defeat

for the administration., Until now, President
Kennedy had a perfect record on big issues, winning

against strong opposition on liberalizing the ?

House Rules Comm1ttee,and passage of a controversial

S

feed grain bill, Oti,\'his first big defeat in

Congresse
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The State Department flatly denies any connection
between the cases of - Igor Melekh and Francis Powers,
No deal to g_xcﬁng: the Russian and the American - both
of whom are accused of espionage, And - the RB-47 flyers
aren't involved either,

Why all the explaining =--in Washington? Well,
the decision to drop the O.ndictmut of Melekh - caused
some critieism on Capitol Hill, Questions about why a
Communist spy cdught red-handed - should be allowed to go
scott free. Questions about - a possible secret deal with
the Kremlin.

So the State Department moves to end the speculation -
by insisting that no specific Aaet:l.can’ in Russia are being
singled out, Secretary Rusk simply feels that the dismissal

of the Mmiih Melékh case - will lead to better treatment

for all Americans who enter the Soviet Union,
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The word went from Secretary Rusk to Attorney-
General Kennedy - who relayed it on to the court that

passed the ruling. Melekh, to return home - instead of

going to jail.




The decisive political influence in the criais
over Laos - may be the British Commonwealth of nations,
The first step towar! an agreement was taken by Londone
Prime Minister MacMillan, handing Khrushchev a compromise
proposal - that MacMillan hopes will be acceptable to both
sides, Secondly, President Kennedy has asked India - for
holp in solving the Laotian dilemna, Mr. Kennedy, hoping
that Nehru will use his good offices - with Moscow, Nehru,
giving an afirmative answer - and adding that he'd like to
see the British formula put into

/

the Commonwealth has been through some

stormy weather recently - but it still functions as a

LB L actor in the world, And just might hold the

key to = Laos
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Tonight reaction’ to yesterday's Presidential news
conference - are still pouring into washington, Comnents
on President Kennedy's forthright declaration - that we
will not let the Communists take over Laos by force. The
_ztcltd.nt of the United States, telling Amrica and the

world - especially the Soviet Union - that the iuun is

ﬁ now up to Khrushchev., Mr, Kennedy denied that he was issuing

o an ultimatum - but he made it quite clear that we are ready

for a showdown, if it comes, 6 Looking to our military strengt

A

even while striving for a negotiating settlement,
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In Congress, the reaction is favorable, Today you
dissenting

couldn't hear a Hwice - on Capitol Hill, Senator
Wiley of Wisconsin voiced strong support of the President -
and went on to say that the fate of Laos will probably be
decided by Russian action within the next forty-eight hours,
Meaning « that's long enough for Khrushchev to show that he
really wants a Laotian settlement, If he doesn't want one -
that will be the cue for this country to marshall the forces
hinted at by the President,

A special accol‘ comes from - Palms Springs

California, Sendet,z the last occupant of the wWhite

House, m Eisenhower held a news‘:conference after talking

% Len -P
with President Kennedy ® by phone M’“"L“Md

his first foreign policy statement -~ since inauguration day.

,No/t:lng that this administration is handling the Laotian crisis -

as the previous one dide That is, in Mr. Eizenhower's words -

"Conciliatory but firm", e —————————— L ————————



EISENHOWER

Tonight we can go ek to using - a familiar title.
Once more it's officially - Geperal Eisenhower.
President Kennedy has signed the Bill - restoring his
predecessor to the rank of Five-Star Yeneral; retro-
active - to December twentieth, Nineteen Forty-Four.
You can be sure that the holder - understands the
reference. 1t was the day after the battle of the
bulge began - during World War Two. The Nazi counter-

l
]

offensive that General Lisenhamr had to slow down, ltopﬂ

and shatter - before sending his armsies on into nitlcrflg

Beich. So let's all salute - General of the Armies

Dwight D. Eisenhower.
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Tonight the city of Messina in Sicily - is a ghost town.
The city of almost three-hundred-thousand - deserted, The entire
population - fleeing to the hills, Looking down tonight - om
an inferno of flame and smoke,

Messina - hit by eight successive earthquakes, A series
of jolts that knocked buildings into heaps of rubble, started
hundreds of fires - and left the streets cracked and twisted,

The first tremor was 30 violent - it broke the seismological
instsuments at the Sicilian Observatory; That first one = was
enough of a warning, Nobody waited - for the second. The Exodus
began - as the population 'streamed out into the streets, headed
for safety. They emcaped from the city - in every conceivable

way, On foot, bfcycle - and horseback. In cars, busses, and

helicopterss
Casualties - few and minor, Damage - msqivek running

into the millions. A new ghost town - Messln:\ ﬂ Sicily } 'LQ&U"
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The shade of the Greek mkk philosopher Diogenes -

can res(easy tofiight Diogenes us?é throuAe streets

of ens with 4 lantern in broad dayli.ght - 1 ng for an

i .m;x{‘..,%, ol

ago. Hio rge Hagopian - amd—hels a /u‘r b’ﬂ'g

‘r};story starts with a dice game - raided by the
Chicago Police, Six men wexze arrested - and hauled into the
rackets courte, Their they spotted George Hagopi.an MW
likely soft touch, Their proposition - a hundred and fifty
dollars for George, if he would "fix" their case. The
bailiff's reply - non-committal, But he did say he'd approach

one of his superiors - about their case, The superior was -

the State Attorney. Me—iast ofvs—the USiNe

il
M)ﬂd zﬂe story

with a twist, The six accused gamblers turned out to bes=

has an epilogue -

members of the Chicago police force. }Gokie cops, assigned to

4
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an investigation - of graft in the courts. They thought
George Hagopian might be a candidate - for t heir
technique. Instead, they found the man Diogenes was
looking for with that lantern.

Now Dick - Ifn looking for you - without a

lahtern.




I've been roaming the west again? something I do
nearly every year; spending a few weeks in the mountains of
m‘ {ltah. Wyoming, Idaho, Oregon and California.

A wierd winter we've been having, all over this continent --
e
even in Alaska where &wa® over the Christmas Holmyg
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fear of a serious
- ]
dtoughtk But it looks now as if late storms will unload
- 4
enough snow to prevent any suchAdisntor. With Jack Simplot,
\
\[7’ "Mr, Idaho", we have flown over much of the west, mpelhds
thenthme looking down on smowy mountains -- skiing down
some of them =-- in Oregon ewemulohug—ws with Mark Hatfield,
the young Republican Governor who is regarded as one of the
most promising Republican leaders in the country -~ at a time

when we don't hear much about the Republicans. Wwith

Governor Hatfield I spend some time on Bachelor Butt‘;'near

Bend Oregon, which he, and many cthers rightly believe is
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about to burst forth as one of the mejor sports meccas
of he west.

Like Sun Valley, which is now buried deep in
snow, in time for the thrilling annual Harriman Cup
Races, the cup presented by President Jack Konnodyfl
roving Ambassador Averill Harriman.

Now, tonight, - near where 1 am - storms are
sweeping over tlLe High Sierra. More snow, where it's
needed. So the word is, the west is not likely to
suffer the drought many had feared.

Good news! and 8 - 1 - u - Honday.




