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President Nixom is expected to sooa:‘,t;xsk
Comgress for more tham five hundred million dollays
to help states meet the cost of welfare programs.
Welfare cosls, last year, rose nearly thirty percemt - -

ﬁ to sixteen billion dollars - with the Federal government
paying about half.

The MW Christmas shopping seasom, just
ended, set mew sales wma records in most g big cities -
and rculj- mervchants feel the buying momenius
will carry well into the mew year. A o ur.uy shows
Christmas sales were up as muckh as eleven percent
over last year - with some stores reporting gains of
SR, fiftcen and twenty percemt. Awnd in Wyskingiax,
Commerce Department officials say the barometers

of economic MEP health moved wpward again in Nouubu:,

wﬁla%q ARy Way to

hl&tp-} the harbinger of further economic expansion

the months ahead.
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ECONOMY - 2

As if bouyed by all this, prices on the New

York stock markel staged a big rally - finishing the

a
day with sharp gains fairly lmmimx heavy turm over.




SENATE

A survey shows that the Semate wing of the

Capitol Building in Washington is slowly simking -

-

alveady down by ome fifty of am imch im the past forty-
five years. On lhe other hand, say Army engineers,
the l‘ouse wing has remained statiomery. A spokesman
rvefused to speculate on why the Semate - mow with

one hundred members - should sink while the House -
with four—~Rundred—thirty—five members - stays mo in
place. T, aw observer &t offcr'f theory s—zunid
tt—bop=sudd—ke, that Senate speeches carry morve

4

dde weight than those in the House?
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VIETNAM

Agoin today->-_gud with evem greater intensity -

American war planes/\bombed wide areas of North

Vietmam and again they returned to their bases to
reload for amother strike tomorrow, the Sfourth day

~

of a massive air offensive. Radio HanolA- calling
PG A ale

m a "criminal act of aur; -/\cl‘r;mc another

plane was shot down - the sixth since the sirike began.
No comment from the U S command. As the bombs
fell across the North, Communist @ troops captured
the town of Paksong in Southern Laos - verifying
American claims that an ememy offensive is sawdbonw
under way. In demouncing the air raids Hamoi warns

it will imprison more American airmen and continue

the imprisonment of those already captured.

In Paris, both sides exchanged protesits over

the air war- them camcelled a session of peace talks

scheduled for Thursday. In Washington, the Pentagon

called the curremt bombing "unucd"). /I/o be sustained

Jor only a short time.
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U \_ewwq \anu_c,
\(. front of the White House - a group of Vietnam

vcterans)protesting the bombing ra!ds,—“ threw
bags filled with blood on the sidewalk - amd also ‘
staged a sit-in at the Lincoln Memorial. Park police

— KWL
arrvested q seventy-five,

Also, in the Capitol, Democratic hkopefuls -
Senators Muskie and McGovern, both urged the President
to halt the bombing immediately. And farther W south
in sunny Miami, New York Mayor Jokn Lindsay - a

*
as.

Republican until four months ago, kannuuccd his

candidacy for the Democratic Presidential momination,




INDIA

An Indian mews agency reports that Pakistani
forces opened fire on Indian military pedb positions
along the swwwm t(ruce line some two hundred miles
northwest of New Delhi, At least five Indian troops
reported killed - thirty wounded. If confirmed,
it would be the first cease fire violation since the

current truce begam tem days ago.




MALTA

The island of Malta in the Mediterranean is
apparently the target of a determined Soviet plan to
establish a maval base there for the growing Russian
fleet. A report from Lomdon says the Maltese govers-
ment has just signed a mew commercial accord with
Moscow - perhaps the first step to a maval accord.
For ssamewx years, Malta khas been a British maval
dase and more recenily also a base for Nato. But
Malta is facing an ecomomiéc crisis, and Premier
Don Mintoff says Britaim and Nato must pay more rent

or the Russians may move in.



BOAT

An Egyptian tourist boat - with ome hundred
forty dvam aboard/\cauﬂn Jire and sank in the Nile,
g'dq:—-inearly four hundred miles south of Cairo.

One person reported killed some fifty injured. Nome

of the foreign tourists om board were injured.
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ICE WORMS |

One day in Alaska some Seventy years ago,

a newspaperman in Dawson City couldn't fimd any news

nothing it seems, wdad was happening in Dawson City, '
and, in those days what happemwed in the rest of the 5‘*
world hardly mattered. So he did the mext best thing - 3 -

ke createdA news story. "The current cold spell J

of seventy below weather is so frigid,” ke wrote, g g
"that ice worms are surfacing om the glaciers." g |
"And he went on, "the worms are so happy in the i\:
N
invigorating cold aidr, they're joyful chirping is buﬂ;? i
Ly - i

P

all of Dawson C¥ty a wabc" STTE oM et I TRENES

”hi’ song about "when the ice worms mest again."”

And Robert W. Service gave us a poem called "Tke

Ballard of the Ice Work Cocktail."” Saloon keepers |
- while serving greem horns- - would s mix the

drinks with small strips of spaghetts calling them

ice worms. MA all the fum came to an end en—d%uy
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when it turned out there really were ice worms,

scientists reported actually seeing them on Mew gluciers i

The

and snow fields, National

vowbles for tia, and t12la wa

GeograﬂucA /hey rucmblc. pieces of thick dark
TRath W?

thread about am inch lomg, - - swd febd on reddish colored

algae ofteuAig company with their neighbors - the |

snow fleas.
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HOT SUIT

We've heard all about hot pants - and mow

at Tovansfinel , \Siberria, n maghythe ditfivs

Russian scieullsls/(- doubf;ug as fashion designers -

have come up with the hot suit. Ii's an clcctr!?cauy

heated light weight suit - just the thing - say the

beyond
Russians - for a morming strou““o-‘uc Arctic

@n:ﬁw*ﬁfﬂ*»‘.ﬁb‘ ma"\]w 1‘37« Mozeal,

circle .AThe hot swit, deﬁo? power from a dry storage

J

o«
baueryjﬂﬁwi:m—d protectvwy the body

from temperatures as amw cold as_fifty-six below.

e 5 Cavadin and Qlnstia Ho Harveomadin
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DISNEY WORLD
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For the second straight day-

A

officials at the t’fg tourist auracuont-q-th-ld, closed

the gates because of overflow crowds and a massive
traffic jam. When the gates were closed at ten this

morning fifty thousand people were inside a’b least

e om s s

. tod
that mauy,\mkouuuc‘{tryug to get ln}/}rcfﬂc

ow—3We (interstate highway

o

/for a—distence—ecf thirty miles, K summ
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