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i a no nc th r be 

••no ne t e n i 1 o o ro · . hi a n , of cours 

h di u sio y r 0 le on ar 1 , 

di ussions of J Ja 's o fe o e hington, 

Lond on, o cow , and Chun framing their deci ion. 

Then this d i ~ion ill be nic ted o Toky o, via 

the ov n nt of witz w den. Tb t takes 

time n mean ile the of th ar i in 

be ce. 

~ 
I A too i e for t e sur e d r offer to 

0 r·ci 1 Tok 0 nn ou ce ent y r io came 

is or in t i h the st tem nt 

that okyo co mun~c in , i th t li hro ugh 

n S e i h i lorn i c c nn 1 . s cs h d o e 
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noo a , ' i ut he nt ll oue e [(V 
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,he u r 0 ,. 0 ic · a1 . 

r on es l, ru m· n n 0 feren · i th 

hi s C i e m r 
' 

an t h t ng e n the 

lie 

The 1 o e on c e a oun h rath r 

ur of the J an e Em eror Hirohito, 
cJ!R, 

Toky 
,<_ 

a ceptrlhe t rms of the 'Potsd m Ultimatum, , 1'hich 
~ 

stri s Je a of i i on ered e rr 'tor·e and its militar7 

pow r,~ 
/\ 

rovides for the su v i val of· the Jap nese 

na i on under a p c ful an 

"'-lti atum made no men ti on 

C. demoratic gov nment. That 

A~~ 
of th~.b.p aovexeign;,.•h1;f is 

a rel·gious s 11 a a olitic 1 f' re to he Ja~ancs • 

Thi e lo o hol , i h he J s o a e e · · n g -

wi t e propo 1 that they'll i u if th can keep 

their mperor . 



c. n r 1, m b h i d 

0 •r, · 11 r t. t t. i o c- ~n s yon hr one , 

0 '11 t. y - n m l' O • 0 r a · he ma y 

si m r o i e a y a s r an on oint, 

r s o c on cede an c o n it i on· - and e the at t it ud e 

t h t h ue i on of th Japan Em p or i fo 

fc d . ec1 e. 

" The ;o d from London is t h t Great Britain ia 

willin o e the J ap e have their Mik do , if the 

Uni ed S ates is ~illin to do s o. n d he view is that 

the a hington g vern ment may be incl ~ to keep 

Hirohito on he throne in Tokyo - a a means of carrying 

out the surrend r and of voidin cha os.1f t is oi nted 

ou bat Amer· c n propaganda le aflet, tellin the Japs 

to quit , urged h m t o ask thei~ Em eror to s ur ender. 

To ay one line of Lon on co mme nt is this:- "obody ould 

h ve u ed the Germ a n eo 1 0 Hi tler to urr n e ." 
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0 i :, h a s 
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of J n ? h ~ e n hin d h i ro hi to 

b t r ,... r· C i min l . Thi ho V ha n t been . , 
' 

u a 0 ici 1 i of t Ch · n K i- hek 

go e n m n t. 

An d ha about o cow1 ov 11 cia , as u ual, 

is h en i a . T been no i n t · io f ht Stalin 

thinks out t he f e f the ro of def ed Ja an. 

e c an on ly note tha the Pots d m capitulation demand 

as dra n u h confe enc o the Bi Thr e , and the 

surmis e ould be th a t it term fr med i th the 

aixiE&a advice and c on nt of St a lin - the term that 

poin edly left out the ue ion of the J ap nes Em peror. 

All of ~hich i , reason i ng l on the ra her 

paradoxical line . of he co nditions that 1 er e set forth 

for un con itionhl sur r nder . 
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On o .,' 0 n i 1 i a t h J a n . , i on 

e 1 n · of '-1 ror i o ito i self, 

h l o , ac t· 0 n e to th , r a n h 

a mic b omb ' n. · o t. i s from Ch un · in a n goes on 

o say ht Birohit orme a " p cc commi tee", 

con i. tin of er s o f the ro a l f amily and high 

government o c i ls. The me bers of th ro al famil 

include the Em eror' to rothers, Prince Chichibp and 

Prince Takamatsu. The Committee is s a i d t o have met 

Frid ay mo rn i ng , To yo ime - last night, ou r time. 

And the decision as made to offer surrender at once • 

• 



ha ·oi i ci en ~ an a oin m t 

n ' · l h o n o f o ur f o e o m r i an 

u .ho it i .. on i {' t 0 ' 1 , l 0 , . ., 
' 

. 

e , _J"i he C 1n E i ' . 

0 of 0 ·11 r mi: h o e i u o f J. • Po ell 

th d in LTFE t 0 ~ lf , ::' s a, o, ,,h n the '-' 

J n ly e r m fro i s on n e ca · ome 

on th r sholm, e mac i a ted , 'fe o e, an eighing 

j st eve -nin oun s. He 1 d b n 0 n to s venty 

bu he ined ni ou n s on t ho a r j our ne . 

r·r 
' 

I wan ed to kno h t be hou h bout 

th is hol matter of the Em ror, beth r he should be 

llo e to ret in is osition a h he ad of the 

J a e o ernmen . Be a i that ·n his o inion the 

Em ror not 11 v e ry imp o t an . B u , h he might 

e e e in l · se in act u lly in in the r to 

n e in e ing the J pane m·es in . anchurie to 



u do •n ei 11 h i f o s in hina, 

J ... do-Chin, n el s e ·e . ,ho l ·e cou o this 

bette · th n h m eror? 

An h n he p oke of s omethin that is not 

often mention ed , of o the Emperor in Japan has only 

been an impo t ant fi ure for om arat ivel short time, 

how before th d ys of Commodore Perry the Emperor as a 

me e figurehead. Inf ct, the importance of the Emperor 

even re ac hed such a low ebb that one Emperor was a 

beggar on the str ets of Kobe. He pointed out bo w the 

militarists - recently - had i ven he Em eror a 

t emendous build-up for the ole ur ose of completely 

¢ 

subjugating the people; and of how e as it hould be now 

to reduce him to his former status. 

In speakin about t his her f ed o the way 

the milita ist s h d been using the Em eror for 

propa and a purpose . hen a Ja p ne.e child entered the 
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school room in tL morning, direc t y in front of him 

was a picture of Hirohito. Fir t, he had to bow low 

before that picture, then afterward he cqul s y good 

morning to the te cber. An of ho, when street cars 

wold pass the Imperial Pal ce i all the people in the 

street car ould bo their he ds. 



The Jap su rre er s one th 

ne stori e flash i g thro ugh this mornin ith split 

second transmissio n . 

In a r io s ati on, a istenin ~ in 

California, a United Press telegra her was on the job -

takin don radios uff from Toky. The Japs were puttin& 

on a usual kind of bro dcast - in En lish)and in Morse 

code. The telegrapher was typing out the Norse code, 

but not on a typewriter. He wa s punching the keyboard ot 

a teletype machine, and what -he copied came out on the 

other end of the wire in the United Press news rooa at 

San Francisco?F,.here, News Editor Hennen Hacket stood 

watching a mess ag e as it was be ed off on the machine. 

It was coming in lowly, the Jape ere sending their 

Morse code at a drag ing pace, about twenty-five ords 

a minute. 

For an hour or so, Tokyo ha been bro dcasting 

humdrum news - something about the Ja pane e ed Cross, 
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The Jap su ~e ~er s one o th 

ne s s to ri es - · as hro ug h this mornin ith split 

second transmia io n . 

In r io st tion, a listening ~.J-- in 

California, a United Pres telegrapher wa on the job -

takin down r ad io stuff from Tokyo. The Japs were putting 

on a usual k ~nd f bro cast - in English)and in Morse 

code. The telegrapher was typing out the Morse cc1e, 

but not on a typewriter. He was punching the keyboard of 

a teletype machine, and what he copied came out on the 

other end of the ire in the United Press news room at 

San Francisco?F,.here, News Editor Hennen Hacket stood 

watching a 
q, 

ess ge a it was ticked off on the machine. 

It was coming in lowly, the Jape were s nding their 

Morse code at a drag ing pace, about twenty-five words 

a minute. 

For an ho ur or so, Tokyo h be en bro ~dcasting 

humdrum news - so mething ab out the Ja pane e Red Cross, 
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for ex mple. ~)here~ an other d i sp at ch, as the 

n ws e i t or happ ened to be s t a:i in th e r e, loo k in • Th is 

one , like th e other , was fla and d ul l - or so it 

seeme d . The s low worded bul le~in be ga n in tedious fashion: 

~~-·-
.,AWThe Japane s e Gove nment tod ay addr ess ed the following 

co unic a tion t o the Swiss and Swedish governments." 

That made News Editor Hennen Hacket feel like 

yawning. It sounded like ' another Jap protest about the 

atomic bomb. Tokyo had been shooting out a routine of 

propaganda , complaining about the elemental devastation 

that ha d hit Hiroshim a . And this sounded like an 

announcemen t of an official remonstrance through the 

Swiss and Swed ish governments. 

The bu l le t in Jontinued in that s ame slo gait, 

~wenty-five word s a minute. "The Japane s e government," 

it s a id in that~ draggin way, wa r e r e dy to a ccept 

the terms of the join de cl ar ion hi ch s issued at 
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Pots am ." ?fin th t br ought a ild ho 1 from one 

electrified ne s edit. or.· T er it as . "Fe.sh", he 

~ Lo the teletype oper tors in the 
• 

' ne s room, the men who sat at mach·nes onnected with 

ne spaper offic a all across the ontinent. '!:be~ 

d~~ immediately started 
J. 

atoppea w-a&t iaey were 

~e~ to them!-"The J ps offer to 

surrender"! /Jnd so on for th9 rest of the bulletin, 

the first nawe flashed to the Amer ican people of the 

Japanese acceptance of the P~tsdam ultimatum. That's 

how the story broke. 



From China eh ve s or e ring on one 

curious f c t th a noted n the To yo rre nder 

bro dcast this morning . The J apanes e r a io mess ~ge, 

in More code, ga ve t he surrende r offer in a fashion 

complete enough to be definite - nd then was interrupted. 

The radio telegrapher w s oing into another sentence, 

when the as abruptly cut off. And that led lo suraisea 

something 
that,untoward may have hap ened at the other end -

maybe some disturbance. Maybe some Japs, opposing 

ca p itulation, had broken in and interrupted the broadcast 

acce tance of the Potsdam terms. 

The word from China states that a Tokyo 

broadcast he )in Chungking admitted that there had been 

disturbances when the first surrender offer was put on 

the air. These di turbances were suppressed.~[i 
A 

Chung ing r ort th Tokyo r d io as s ying. 



As the Japs decided to give up, the Ru sians were 

i vi i nto anchur i . Th test st es hat Red Army 

columns hav thrust a hundred n t enty-five miles into 

that province grabb ·ed by the Ja s . .Also, t.he Russians 

have pushed into Korea - a sweeping offensive under way . 

Soviet Russia b just· ab e to get going against the Japs, 

as the end come~s~·:.-....... --------------------~.;......~ 

• 
0 



CELFB TION ---------
I is e y t im a in th cel ebrat ion 11 over 

t h wold - the ho tin , he cheeri ng , the la u hin, 

the jubil i on . per h~ s it i sn ' so e y to im ine 

the scen e s a t so me pla e s . lFoki na a , for exampl, where 

th e t r o o p s w h o b • u • o u h t th J a p·s i n u ch b i t er b at t 1 e s -

..Sc, ~ -,r 
" ent ild" , h, +he wo1d1 ~ the d i sp atch. It as night 

on Okina wa, when t he news came, n he scene in the 

darkness on that ■ au ■ s• is l and b tleground is described 

as follows: "The sky was criss-crossed by tracers and 

flares. Guns baned all over the island. Men were 

yelling an bea ing on buc kets. They ha mmered one 

another's ba cks and sh o uted - ' Th e wa r is over!'" 

Nor is it easy t for mere im ination to picture 

t h e celebra t ion at Chungk in. You've got to su mmon a 

bi t of oriental n sy t o envi i on the ild night in 

Ch l. a' . t l c ap 1 a . 

"The c i t yswelled with a jubil an roa r from a 

hyst ri c a l mob," says t he ne s disp~ t ch. "Firecrac kers 
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added to t he din , ploding in the ac ked tt re ets an on 

he rocky lo pes le in don to the re t Yangtze River. 

Searcbli hts that once lanced the ky for J apan es e planes, 

in this much bombed city, were we aving a lunimous pattern 

of victory in the d r k sky. erchants op ened their shops 

. 
along the streets and banded out the iery liquor of 

Szechuan.•~n other words China, which has suffered the 

~~,t7~-
orde al of this war lod~er than any.o t her nation,••••• 

A 

on ildest, most picturesque o~lebration. 

" 



To jubil~tion is e I y S " ious 

ref e cti on o he s o und in a n he ar in the 

Pacific has en ed. In the c e of V-E ay , the rejoicing 

wa s im le, unmixed, as in ti mes 
, , I 

~s t:-l"ii'e ar has ended, 

l''~V\.e-w-1?e ce has come. ~ we think of th atomic bombing. 

Te m re stark drama of it ould make us pause:-

t · o blows launched from the sky, and Ja an surrenders! 

The cataclysmic force of the atom hurled once, and then 

1f? ~~ 
again - and t he wa r is over. We've been sayingAthat the 

po er of the elemental weapon is hardly to be lelievad, 

and tonight we can add that nobod ever dreamed of a 

secret weapon endin a war so suddenly, so quickly. 

On top of the startling drama of th~ atomic bomb 

and the surrender of Japan, 

~ in mind ever since 
A 

we c n ad that those thought• 

the first annhilating blow 

bit a·roshima, the reflection th a e ha ea ,eapon that 

can exert an almost incredible effect on the politics of 
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the orlJ, the oc iety of manki d . Also - th at the atomic 

bomb ha potentialit· ~ 
so terrif in th t it suggeste 

th ht of or l -~· Thi s for d in 

/"-

destruction ~ ~ ~ ~ 
em ph atic ih President Truman's 

fine address as t night, in ,hich he d elt on the need 

of the highe t is dom, the highest of statecraft, in 

dealing with so frightful an en ine of destruction. And 

th President made it clear that, at least for the 

present, this wisdom of st tecraft w s the duty of the 

English-speaking peoples - the Pre i dent stating outright 

that the atomic bomb is the exclus ive possession oi the 

. 
United States, Great Britain and Canada. So·the thing 

stands at the moment•- but you can never tell when other I , 

nations may develo the atomic wea po n, on their own. 

Seriou bought is deepened when w bear that 

some British physicists refused to ork on the 

develo pment of the tomic bomb - bec aus they thoug ht 
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0 e, a 1 zin th t e nds a e ten ua 

s. e Ou u e on ue 0 f a m oot ky rd, 

i di ing lo . 
ns s ill oin on.'!._ I '2-e 

~ 
' c;, - he 0 n J n con 0 - ~ air po 

stri in onl hour b for e th To 0 r dio made its 

nnounceme · 0 de . T e om fell upon 

Japan, a ht late hour, er e h or inar sort, 

tmt 
re ulation hi h explosive.-••• 

almost an anti-climax no. 

of T •. T. ~ 

r 
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lv~er since the n.ews came in this morning of the 

Japa ese surrender, I have been thinking about our fight­

ing men scatt•red all over the glo e. Having recently 

flown aro nd the world, the picture is a vivid one:-

Our great air bases in North Africa, the Middle East, 

and Southern Asia - to say nothing of lurope - with 

hundreds of tho sands of our boys tonight in orocco, 

Tunis, Tripoli, Egypt, Arabia, . Ira , India, China, to 

aention only a f • places. 

In all the history ot an there has never b n 
~ 

nyth ng like it, they wa1 our Army and Bav.y people 

are deployed over most of tbe plant, over all the conti­

nents and all the seas even in the lrctic, all working 

with just one objective in view. And today the job is 

finished. 

Cbennault's air men in Iun■ ing, eur jungle 

apecialists in Burma, those boys that I found marooned 

at remote air strips in tropical South America, our 

Arctic weather detacbaants in Baffinland, and Elsmereland, 

and Greenland, those chaps I met on the Tibetan frontier 
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who ware buying up Central Asian horses for the Chines 

armies, the cook who made us that delicious chocolate 

pi on a carrier oft · O inawa, a carrier that a few day 

b fore had been bit by a suicide plane --- tbey can all 

co■e ho e n.ow --- th t is, as soon as t can be arranged. 

ind what a job that's going to be. And it isn't the sae 

world at all that they knew when they went a ay, those 

two or three years ago. 

Just aoae ra bling reflections on this aoaent 1 

day. And So Long Until Toaorrow. 


