
GOOD V I G EVERYB Y• 

lt sees tu al to be act in A eri a 

( 
tonigbt and the to discover th t it was Y i t 

t isn't. T at 1 s just y ·t in Paris, laat 

wet. l w nder bow aany people think it reall7 

att\ rs when ther is a preaature announce ent lite 

into when I stepped otf the pl•• 

I've l>een aeeing so et.hiag ot your sons and fatJier1 

and rothera and huabanda, soaehow the idea ot a 

celebration doesn't. a •• Yery i ■portant •••• one wa.1 

or another. lhen I first beard the news ta\ it kaa 

had been announced, thi• r al~y was V-E Day, I was 

standing with so• fliers who had just ooae back 
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fr·o t . r i Jap n., and I thoug t t e r •rka 

r · r S · ibl •· One C ap s aidt - • t•·s hurr7 

p a · oel b.rate. here• . th nea eat plac 

we a at \? lhe I a k d why he· • in a hurry 

to c ·elebr te he aid, •11r , l t al• ys read7 to 

celebrate Ad it it as be a ott·cially a.ano aced 

that th is i the day when the war with t .e Ger• n.a 

oo e to n end, that' uet about a perfect reason 

tor holding 
A%%wauia A a celebration•. 

ne of his pals ~roke i• auch i _ t • •••• 

Yein. Said he: •You're dar right we're 1lad t e 

war in Europe is over. That in itself ia I od ••••• 

although we've known 1 t, for a n.uaber of da7a ow. 

And it's doubly good news because i;, •• ll8 that •• 
can all get busy now and ooncentrate 0 the J a_ps •. 

I- aavea' t, 'been 4ee~- ls•1 eaavaa tie ~ kaM 

IP 
.}ut waat. aaa luppened today. 1114.,, 6ls I drove througll 



miles of e York str ets Oil , ay to ado 

C1 ty) 

to 11a e a 

au t have 

seen in 

collect my 

Atlantic. 

I w enough col red paper 

thin that hat happe ed her this aornia1 

been abo t the biggest h s 

ny a long year. 

Burryin& to y off ce, and trying to 

asn't 
thoughts, it)•••• so e sy after ~•ha 

·A 
-t;LJ-

est bound flight across the 

~~ 
ou lwa7s encounter head-wind in fl71 I 

f 

lest. This means the ship takes a good deal loag r 

than going the other way. Aad then if you hit ator■a, 

■ates 
which we did, why, that••••• a little differenc 

A 

too. Shortly before•• rahed the coast ot ort.h 

Aaerica our plan was struck by lightning. In all 

the years that I have been flying -- and that goes 

back to orld lar One -- it is the first tiae I had a 

that experience. So, I aay ••• sound even aore 
incoherent than usual. M.ae!llltll=-PCCC~;v4'..,.._~M"'111 .. &. 
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1 , OU h 0 ' e no 

0 i t t e l be 

on . t n o t cl c 0 0 0 a te · n ar 

i D t t Tu an tol the , i e ou e 

co 0 . nt th he h e th London 

0 0 gov D t ke no 

simultan OU e .,, n be a in ato 
0 t London 

and . o o · • n evidently to or a . it is to be! 

- 0 -

tor y of th · 

e . , ount on Kro igk, he ne Ge 

in i te , 

e 

and 



broa cat om Flen burg 1 C 1 ig- al t i _ 

annou , cem ·nt th dmir 1 o n·tz a d cared 

uncon 1tion rr nd r of all Ge man f"ghting troop. 

ro g add d h t c ntinua io o the r ould 

onl man ens le s blood he and futile disintegr t1on. 

d t 

Before th broadc st by the ne Germ n Foreign 
A. 

Minister, Edward ennedy of th As ociated ress sent 

home a dispatch from Rheims in France that lermany had 

surrendered unconditionally to Britain, the Onitad State 

and Russia. Allied supreme hea quarter in Pari 

thereupon issued a statement hich rebuked the 

Associ ted frees, but did not deny the story. The 

st at ement couched in these ords: •s H F 

authorize co respondents at four forty-five P .. Paris 



V-E DAY - 4 ,___ ______ _ 

Time that SHE AF has ade no h re any 

official up t o ha t 

forces 

in Europe, and no story is 

Later, headquarters announced that the fi1in& 

sociated Press for the entire lurop a 

th-.atre hod b1ua idlpended. 4 

I\ weYld be fp,p to be sitting at this moaent in 

San Francisco with Roy Howard, former bead of the 

United Press. The world bas ne ver forgotten how Roy in 

Nineteen Eighteen reported the Araistice a week before 

happened. I t was a mistake·aade in perfect! good faith, 

but how his rivals did rub it in. Roy takes it all with 

a grin and has explained quite cheerfully ho it caae 

about. He di 
\ net even gloat a ye a r ago when the 

mistake of a stenographer caused the Associated Press 

to announ c e D-Day, the invasion of Normandy, three days 



y_=_t_Q~I ~ 

The premature announcement of V-E Day has 

produced on of the great comerlies in the history 

of the distribution of news -- a come y of errors. 

Early today Count von Krosigk, the new German Foreign 

Minister broadcast a statement from Flensburg in 

Scbleswig Holstein, that Admiral Doenitz bad declared 

the unconditional surrender of all German fighting 

troops. Krosigk added that the the continuation of 

the war would only mean senseless bloo shed and futile 

disintegration. , About the same time or even before 

that Edward Iennedy d the Associated Press sent home 

a dispatch from Reims in France that Germany had 

surrendered unconditionally to Great Britain, the 

United Sates and Russia. 

Thereupon Allied Supreme Headquarters in 

Paris issued a statement which put the Associated 

Press in the hole but did not deny the story. The 

headquarters announcement said: ft$ HAE F aut orizes 

correspondents at four forty-five P. M Paris time to 

say that SH A E F made now ere any official 



statement for publication up to th t hour, that all 

Ger an armed forces in Europe ad surren ered completel 

and no story to that effect is authorized. La er, 

Allied Be dquarters in Paris added tat the filing 

privileges oft e Associated Press for the entire 

European theater ad been suspende .rFit would ha e 

been fun to be sitting at thd-moment in San 

Francisco with Roy Boward, former head of the Unite 

Press. The world bas never forgotten how Roy in 

Nineteen Eighteen reported the Armistice a we~k before 

it happened. It was a mistake made in perfectly good 

faith, but how his rivals did rub it in. Roy t kes 

it all with grin and has explained ••zs■ quite 

cheerfully h•w it came aobut~He didn't even gloat 

a year ago when the mistake of a stenographer caused 

the Associated Press to ••••3• announce D-Day, the 

invasion of Normandy, three days before it appened. 

Neither did be rub it in when J ck Bell of the 

Associated Pres reported the surrender of Germany 

nine days ago in San Francisco. Roy's only comment on 



tat . . "I've been loc k e i my room t e o el 

three witnee es~ to prove I idn't. 0 it i:.. 

time". 

'·•• wr~is e ·venin Roy Howard owe 

in of stuff be~~s mnde 0£ wen e sent a te1eg~am 

to Presi ent Truman sayi g: • ay I respectfully 

~ 
but ear~~'st1y u~ge your intercession to end~> 5 

It'(~ A~~ l're.-4. a..~~ ~...I-· -
suspens ion,X_• 2 ■ 7 • AJC a 11 • -,\ •Tb is error, if' any, 

was doubt1ess due to the high tension under which 

a11 American war correspondents have been perfora~ng 
.•• , .. z 

with such great credit to Americ n journa1ism•. SJ 

~ said :further, •1 am wiring you as a correspondent 

in the 1ast war who waspi11oried persona11y and 

whose organization was conde ned unjustly for a 

1egitimate reporting job whic , under identica1 

circumstances, I would unhesitatingly repeat. a 
,, e_,,, ,~OIA 

Heward -ca»t inn~ •The Associated Pres~ ea •• / 

~t1 earned reputation for public spirited 
I 

journalistic, service". · ~ ~. .._p. _ 
~,--e.,. ~ .~• , - ~~ 

:t;;ke Aacxdia:s;r:rsb•1■ aa,e,~p .. . 



merrymakers 

tbere 

was only one man in this country entitled to announce 

VE Day;&&~ \~e\ was \be gent~eman in the W~i~& 

H1an111t., the President of the United States.~Wbite 

Bouse corr~spondents asked Mr. T1'uman aiout it -am-
~ 

be replied that he agreed with Winston Churchill 
I\ 

and Stalin to make no announcement until it could 

be m4de sim~ltaneously in Washington, London a.~ 
,, 

Moscow. Until then, said the President, I can and 

11 1 you tb. ,, 
w i te \ ,(•• no 1 .. ng more. 

On top of that came tbe news fro• London 

that Churchill would ep&ak to the Briti~h Empire 

at three o'clock in the afternoon, Greenwich time~ 

nine o'clock in the morning Eastern War Time. At 

the same time, tbe British government said Kinf George 

the Sixth would speak to the people of the British 

Dominions at nine o'clock in the evening London time 

three o'clock in the afternoon Eastern War Time. 



It was not until six P Eastern r T fme 

that the hite Rouse announ ce t t President ruman 

oul bold a press conference at ei ght irty AM 

East•rn War Time tomorrow morning following wb ich 

he expected t, to ape k to the people over the ra io 

at nine o'clock Eas ern War Time. Obviously this 

•• ■eans that the President's announcement will be 

simultaneous with that from Downing Street and 

Moscow. 

J;;w:::Jhl't, ii~a:4 0-d-ea:t .~;>' jJ; au· 

I ~~isten in at six o'clock tomorrow morning, 

Pacific Coast Time1 you will hear the President of 

the United States telling you tat it is VE Day. 

~~~~ 
And may Qucl apuN the date when t e President co11ea 

~ I 
01\ +y---,eir b repor.f the uncon i tional surrend r rd 

the E■•fiir• of Japan/ 



V-E DAY ________ ..., 

ack. Be 1 o 

I 

Neith e/ 1 

the As s ocia.~~d Press 
. I 

f Germ~ny nine days ago i 
., 

Francisco. 
/ 

aiv.4ve been 
/ 

that / 

ked in 

witnesse s , to do it 

r~ 
.1-U&t~~~ .. IF=:••·~i~&~u~t~•~sa[Ja~~ the British governaent 

rel9ased the text of a message that Iing George the Sixta 

sent across the Channel, congratulating General . ·-·---.. -- .. .. __ _ _ 

Eisenhower. The message said:- •Eleven months ago you le4 

an illied Expeditionary Force across the Engliah Channel 

carrying with you the hopes and prayers of millions of 

men and women of aany nations.• 

And the messag.e conti ued: "All the world know• 

. that after fierce and continuous warfare this force had 

accomplished its mission with a finality achieved by no 

' \ 

other such ex pe di t ion in history . h .:b:1ffn!"'tr-irrt--,rt-i---=11• 



AR --
Desp i te the rep orts of Ge rm an s ur render, the 

Russ i ns t o ay e r e app ar ently s t ill f i ghting. St a lin, 

i n iss uing an or er - o,f-t he d ay anno uncin the capture 

of Breslau, tell s of t ak ing anot her forty thou s and 

Ger an pri one rs the r e - - along with the German General 

and his st aff. The s iege of Br,eslau laste4 eighty-four 

. _e iege 
days. Ten ti nes as long as the•~&• of Bed in. 

ore a ir warf are ov e r the Baltic ~lso. On the 

Danish island of Bornholm, a young German lavy captain, 

one of those faratical ,·azis, -refused to surrender in 

spite of that or er sent out by Admiral Doenitz telling 

all Germans on land and sea to surrender. So, two waves 

of Soviet bomb ers s mashed tlie island and its harbor 

filled with Geraan naval vessels. 

Then, too, according to reports from Prague, 

diehard SS troops in the Bohemian cap i al are still at 

it , k illing civili an s in the streets -- mowing them down 

ith machine guns. The Czecho s loval government in 

, Lon don had announced that th vangu ard of Patton's Third 

Ar my bad en t ered Prague la s t night. But, at six o'clock 



ni t V h n al 

a on r 0 t th h' OU th 0 Div· ion a 

t· l f ty- i ht il to th 0 h e of ague 

( The e a a 1 · or bou unit of . t fighter ov 

no in Pr e. ut . tu out th t hey -bite ns are 

u s ian 00 that ha n i n ith the azis. 

he e people ha d enly tun don the Ge n hen 

their cha c came. 

By the ay, large for ations of plane took 

off fro En 1 n thi afternoon -- carrying Czech oldier 

boun fa their hooeland, all hoping to get there in 

ti~e to get revenge on the Ger ans. B avy r· hting i 

still going on, a bun red and thi ty ilea east of 

Prague, also in Saxony, n a the Bobe ian borer -- so 

says a Ger an radio report. 

The Bitler y tery hasn't et been solved. Over 

in F nc ea in the t rs and Stripes ho Rz, 

resi en u n, lat wee, g ve ou the ord that he ha 

inf t·on eno gb to atisfy hi that the ma man of 

Euro ha e is hed. ell, to ay o e oubt er 



·th h A e . ican £la. f' 0 it 

of th .e a B 
/ 

_, ade·n 

bi self 1· 
:Bij .. i·x• 

g 

qua te 

nd nu e ou 

ts, o 

ha cy _lone ha em. 

here Bitler 

office bu"lding and 

h •• today look as 



p n ovi e ne s ape s , t y ou ht to 

ha ve a fa i i dea abut it by 

Un us ian n nt ay tod ay that they x 

i p l b e no o -itiv info ati n or roof of any sort. 

t t e Ar 

pl 

' 
not ' i 

the 

gene 1 

~azi Avil office 

A 

le 

a 

th 

-D ts 

long. 

' 
tel 

an 

mitte 

th eel 

Berli . So 

and 

end will 

STAB, the of paper 

any officers the 

tor .m 

a 

of the Cha the 

those 

in the 

on the 

·1helmst 

h .. 

on -ount -

th t Hitler's 

the noti n 

t - at i a hare 

the 

nor 

i -s hiding 

tb t bis 

in, 



Tb ov t Co m ss i ,o 0 0 ti c1a· e tod 1 

th h d fo nd th 1 r 8 i di 1du 1 rd r plant 

.op t · d 1 t ezi t Os : Ozv aye bi. _) n Pol 

Ac or .. d i to R 18 C mmi • s ion, a.zi 

y t.e tio -"'ly 111 d no f w r than our illi per one. 

th re, om o the 1 t . rt re and o e of th in th 

course of cientif c xpe e t According tot ia 

report one ill10 1 .div1duals wer proc s d at 

Oswieci tery y ar. 



h adi i O lo to y b oadca ta 

ocl · a i f o a n o e n has beco ea 

0 i by o d th 

Th he a of th p o a z i o e . i an u a e t he fJ o rd s : 

"In t . rave h· u I appeal to all or egians to 

ain a ·n al. nd orde , an _ voi. . e·v · ything that 

igbt endanger public security.• 

At bout th same tine a telephone me age to 

~tockholm fro Oalo reported that an Allied naval 

fore as in 1ght, stea in throu b the entrance to 

U· lo ha or; a fle t of fo ·ty-a·gbt ships. So , the 

••4iag la · ing of Allied troo sin Nor ay, may 

bav ta . e 1 ce by now. 



P CIFIC __ ..,._ 

ncour i ne ro t P o·tie 

Au t ,r li ,, ha e ta e , T ra a n no tern Bo neo, 

C nt r of t i .he t 0 1£1 1 hat 

n If 

Do Und Japane:se t re a o. Th di er ., f 0 r.., -
too, the plac by frontal as u t, a d sperat · d 

cos ly method. T y fi t had to ta e ne 7 pill bo el 

and gre t net orks of tunnel guarding the aurroundi 1 

height. 

The Australians captured the town fir t, n.d 

th n Tarakan Bill, in ide the town. F nall7, 

they c 1 ared all from the bi h oo tr 

urround · th a1rfield,whieh the u tr lian Din 

imm d"at to p ir. 



J n n a e y : r e di. that 

To yo b e l t a y i :e tly thi 

p e action by h o' v e nm. t, -ince the 

To yo Fo n t , 1 st ee d clared th _t the 

offe . 0 e.r a e by Ri 1 ere·n flagrant 

viola in o the t Ai ripa tite Agree ent~ 
~ 

y be the Japan se have the •aint idea tbat 

if th y . tu n oun an , eclare 

ill be invited to , a Franci .o! 

r on Gr any, tbe7-

Japan' s 
ia , a oves from 

I 

.o on in to b in re · ingly inte estin to 

at h. 



h :Ue o , u in · i 0 s to 

bui ope C up to 1 t a F ci co, ca e 

up n a D 1 of 0 f e t i 

u opean ve run by the a~ i . , .e a 

t lea _ t th 0 e "l l i n Ger an Italian ri oners 

0 p - a C'OO t The countrie be·ng France 

Holland, elgi , Lux ·bou g, J 1 gosla i · and G· eece. 

In · o c o •, t be u e i an e e even ore emph tic 

i e• They are abo t i .. Th o I iet e no . 

and· . i o ·cial publ · ati n in . o co• 

eel th 't the ha co , to settle accounts, 

h i h Yal C nf i e tom e Ge many 

-V y t 0 th o be 

' 0 



In cone u - ·ng my firs broa ,oast since 

le ving Paris S tur y ght here re a fe jumbled 

tough ting _ t, _ t c me ru 11 to m . mind 

plane om n over the good old 0 A. And, as I drow 

here to he N.B C. f o t e ir or: Firs in looking 

·own from the plane it as an agreeable but ple sat 

shock to fin t at the Georg · a ing ton B ri ge and the 

Pulaski Big wa t and t e Brooklyn ri ge, an all e 

other bridges aro1n : Ne York, are not all down. It 

belpe me to realiz t. t ose gre t bri ges t t e 

Golden G te are till st n 1ng in all t , 1r be uty. 

Since le v n Amer·ca I c n ar ly rec 11 seeing a 

ridge tb t wa n't Te bri · e along tle 

hine, t e bri es on t , e e , ul t e lbe, 

0 r ve , , in mi 

th n, e m oo · to 0 

o n er , roo • on 

0 I n ' V 
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they all se 

d the people on the streets, ver here, 

to ha e n t eir best Sunday cl thes. 

And t e o en wear stoc i gs. They ay not be s·lk, 

or eve ylon, but the ladies all see■ to wear 

stockings, and it look strange. Yo have no idea 

•• ho dis al it is 1 Europe, i co ■parison. 

Those are just ra bling thoughts. la1b• 

not very important, but, I can understand Just a littl 

better no what a thrill it is to our oys, the 

first hours, here at home, in !aerie. 

I wouldn't ha ·e iased ay trip, brief' 

sit• , for anything. The thinga I' e seen ani 

the xperie oea I~v had, ost of whicb I did not 

h v o portun1t1 to tell bot i broadc sts troa 

ur ould elp •• do better job in the day1 

to oo 



2 

Y, here I en. io . ,e · in one b·roadcast last. 

"lee , there only one city that I kno of~ with 

a populat · on of a ·arter of il io or ore, 

that sti l stands, The rest. ar flat, demolished, 

r mostly 1n r ins 

nd tbe auto ■obiles over here. They all 

look brand new. Even the aw York taxicabs that 

ha e been taking a bea ing tor years aow~ •en tha7 

look new. And ibe buildings as you driv along our 

str ets, it 1s actually thrilling to see that they 

have gla s ~n 

ar iea have een aaking their headquarters over 

in Europ, ev when beadquarters 11 all•* sat up 

in otel or what was no andeo■e home, you 

d to keep your overooa\ on indoor, 

t m, beo use of the b eze blowt ·1 

t ou b your t 11 bout that 



. 

· sad Hugh Gibson~~~~~~~~

! taking - y place 

on the .r, 

·upe b job. There r"" te• people in th ia 

ant other country ho k o · 8 ch about o ld 

affairs ae B· gh G "bso • It w lucky for me, 

ad 1 o for you, th · e could take the ti•• 

pinch bit for e, and in. igning otf, l j st waQt 

to tell h1m ho• auoh I appr ciate it. 

01' h re is our other golde11 voiced and 

nd - P aable Hu1.ll I h J es. Jiu h., i 1.s 1raocl 

·to e JO;Q a.gai How have 1 u beeD? 


