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The state of affairs in the Battle of Salerno is cleare;\

tonight. We have a fairly precise picture of the American Fifth

Army holding firm on the beaches - against one German assault
after another, an interminable series of Panzer drives launched
from the advantage of higher ground. The assailants are supported
by the fire of batteries, cannon and mortars, stationed on the
summits of the hills - again the advantage of that higher ground.
defending

But the xtmrx stubbornly,dsfmsimg  Americans on the

beaches also mmm have their own support - thundering naval

guns of warships which hurl salvo upon salvo against the shore

positions of the enemy. And a superb mass of air power - planes

of every category, from wasp-like fighters to monster For;ggglggli\

q—

These bomb the assaulting enemy, raking them with tons of high
explosive. They fly low, skimring Just above our own troops,
and hurl their bombs at the Nazis just beyond. We are told
that even the Flying Fortresses are roaring close to the ground
in low level bombing. Altogether, two thousand sorties, two
thousand individual battle flights, were made during the day, -

for the greatest air support that ground troops have ever had.

From this it may be surmised that.gglied short range
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fighter planes now have the advantage of airfields sei;ed by

the British, in their swift advance from the south. The British
on both the East and West coast of Italy are moving swiftly,

and on the west side General Montgomery's Eighth Army promises
to approach the Balerno battle area mtiiimx within a couple

of days. The air fields they are taking are much mx nearer

to Salerno than those in Sicily, and flying bases for our

fighters will come closer and closer as the British push on.

The Nazis have reduced their extravagant claims of

yesterday, their mmxxx boasts that Americans and British at

Salerno were in retreat to their ships - evacuating - another
Dunkirk. Today Berlin admitted that.the allied resistance

had stiffendd;-"surprising};ﬁ._ Say; Berlin. The Germans claim
to have encircled a couple of units, but have abruptly stopned

their talk about another Dunkirk. They admit thzt our forces

are xxtam standing firm, and seem to give a hint that their

own heavy drive has just about spent its strength.

The enemy radio stresses the arrival of reinforcements,

and emphasizes the kxmaxdgx broadsides hurled by the guns of allied
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warchips. In fact, the German version coincides generally with
our own, picturing successful zmtx resistance on the beaches
with the support of a naval bombardment and a swarm of
hard-hitting planes.

The set-back we had im is classified by an 4American
nilitary communicue which states that we have evacuated a
couple of villages. These, when looked up on the map, are

seen to be ten miles inland from the Salerno beachhead. So it

is clear that in the first rush of the landing, the allied

troops made an advance of ten milé$. Their most advanced

points were those two villages, and th%re they were 1r a position
that could not be held - not against the flanking fire of German
guns on the hills and the asszaults of the pamRxmx Panzers. 8o
there was retirement.

Last night we lost a little more ground, with the Nazis
putting everything they had into a battle inithe darkness. They
prefer night fighting, because the darkness shields them from
the planes - the battering from the air. Which is endless in
the daylieht. There is a weird melee of night fighting, under

clear Italian skie:. BSave at one or two unimportant places,
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the enemy was held back. Today found the allied position
xpr 2. f appreciably better, but we are warned that it 1s still

serious. During the day we recaptured some ground, and there

is every expectation that the tide is about to turn.

ihe f11ies have captured Céhri - that isle sacred
to tourists. Capri, Jjust outside the Bay of Naples, has been
a famed beauty spot for Emmtrimxyxamdxixs centuries, and is a

strategic point dominating the Bay of Naples. Allied forces took

over without any trouble. Capri was garrisomed by Italians, and

these now have been entrusted li? its defence - under allied

command .



Today the bedeviled Italian peopl rd something

with a familiar sound - a preclamation by Mussolinj. It was

read over the radio - though not by the ex-Duce/himself. There

was no sound of that volice which the Italians /know so well,

and which now they remember with disgust and/ disillusion. Why
wasn't the Mussolini messagze spoken by Musgkolini himself? We

don't know. The radio rendition of the Dyce proclamation,
without the Duce, leaves us with still jo positive certainty

that he was rescued by the Germans

Toda;’pronunciamento asserts the reestablishment
of the Fascist state - though with a difference. This time
it's called - A Fascist Republig. Meaning - the end of the

monarchy, no more King, by implication, the kiq’_is dethrone

—— .

The proclamation calls for the removal of all officials
appointed by the Badoglio government - and the reinstatement
of all #x former Fascist functionaries. In other words, the

ousted Fa:cist party, backed by German military pover, is to

take over the administration.

And the proclamation, purportedly signed by Mussolini,
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calls also for the punishment mw of what it calls - traitors.
That 1s, those wiho played a part in kicking out the Fascist

regime. Maybe it also means those who welcomed and cheered

the fall of Mussolini. And that would include the majority
of the Italianr people axram apparently.

The talk about punishing the traitors suggests that
the black shirt stooges of the Mmkxx Nazis are bent on a course
of vengeance - and vendetta is an ominous word in Italian
history, in any case, a virtual state of civil wéi‘is declared -
civil war between German-backed Fascists and the government
of King Victdr Emanuel ABadoglfo. And this might turn into
civil strife of the bitterest kind - if the Fascist puppets

really assert themselves and try to seize their former dominance

in the Italian communities now under the German heel.

alian nationm,



NEWSPAPERMAN
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Here's a headline ’vwar-exploit performed, not by a

soldier but by a .ewspaperman - a reporter out to get a story.

He is Aldo Forte, a United Press foreicn correspondent stationed
14n-¥?'1234019';!3}\_‘=b’i*i

in Switzerland. ? wanted to find out at first hand how the

Italians feel toward the Allies and the Germans - so he made a

tri> down into Italy, risking the chance of being captured by

the Germans, as they seized control. This, I believe, is the

first instance of an American newspaperman getting into Italy
since Americam got into the war.

Aldo Forte tells how he made up as a mountain climber,

and had a guide conduct him across the Italian border at a remote

'place. Thereupon he and the guide started on an extensive tour

of the ltalian province of Lombardy, making their way to the town
of Como - on that famous scenic lake. He talked to pgople far
and wide, and everywnere found a burning hatred for the Germans.

They told him that the German patrols are rounding up men between
eighteen and fifty and shipping them away in sealed cars to unknown

destinations. "Como", writes the newspaperman, "was flaming with the

war spirit. I saw women and children hel) ing their menfolk dig



trenches in various sections of the city".

Tvvical was the attitude of a couple of men
to whom he talked. "They asked me when the allies were
coming", he writes, "and said that the Italians were eager

to fight the Germans".
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The outstanding success announced by the Russians
today is the capture of a x%%x railroad center called Nezhin. That
place is only im seventy-two miles northeast of Kiev, the capital

of the Ukraine and the number one Soviet objective on the southern
front. M¥mx With the seizure of Nezhin, the Red Army gains

control of the lest north and south railroad line east of the
Dnieper River. Moscow says that there is little doubt that the
Soviet forces will be hammering at the gates of Kiev before the
autumn rains begin and turn the Ukrainian steppes into mud.

All along the southern and central line the Russians

are pushing forward as the Germans continue a general withdrawal
2 line along

and LoAdon wonders whether ' ney will stop to holqﬂftnlllt

the Dnieper. This is believed generally to be their pIan, but

some British observers think the Nazis may retire as far as

the border of Poland.
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The Army comes out flatly against the idean of keening
pre-Pearl Harbor fathers out of the draft. Today General
McNarney, Army Deputy Chiof of Staff, and Under Secretary of

War Robert Patterson, stated that the pre-war fathers must be

inducted into the Army 1f the military plans of the Allies are
to be carried out. These call for an American Army of ssven

million, seven hundred thousand men this year.
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ADD_SOLDIER WOEKERS

Hre 1= the letest -- union officizls admit that union
dues were taken out of the soldier's pay in the canneries. Iwenty-
five cents & week was doducted. A union fficial explains that
the soldier workers were subject to the conditions and contracts
thet existed at the plants, They came under the heading of seasonal
workers. He adds that the soldiers were consulted before they

started work and agreed to have their regul:r dues taken out

of their xe pay.
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Yoy ¢ I' Vepartment 1ssued an announr = 1ent, not

about war, but about Baseball. Tuo al

-glar tezms are going to

!
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visit the @ Pacific theautre of war, and play a
series of' games,

The idea was supgrestad to thie Army by Baseball

Commissiloner Landls, =ud tue War Department sald c:ay. Each

ola

major league, National and American, will pick a team of its
best players, and these wil' tour tie Army centers in the Pacific
and play a series of inter-league games. So the boys are going

to see a lot of hits and runs, not counting the errors.




BATTLE OF BRITALN

Thwrno . e maps I
Three years ago today, thers was s scene of tense drama

| A~11n . -4 . -
at headquarters of the Air Ministry in London., A sroup of men

- - -

stood =tarins =t s huge map, a detailed study of London and
southern England. On th ‘:‘gbwas shown the »rosres of a giant
air battle - the movements of the planeg, the combats, the
planes shot down. Predominant amons the men who watched was
that familiar burly fircure, whose face looks like a2 cmrtoon of
the traditional John Bull -- Winston Churchill. He was so
absorbed that he forgot to lisht that unfailing cigar. And

no wonﬁer - for the air battle shown on the map was deciding the
fall or survival of Britgin.

It was the clinax of*the German blitz - the series

of daylicsht sky assaults with which the Nazis planned to xmmwm
knock out British air nower and gain control of the sky. It was
perfectly understood at the time that if the Germans won
supremacy of the air, they would invade Pnrland, and orobably
successfully - i+ was o soon after Dunkirk.

The Prime Minister, with his dead unlighted cizar,

map
scanned tne roves on :naArxi for a long time, and his face
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brightena’ at what ne saw., Becaurs o, that fay of the eclimax,
the Nazls lost a hundred snd eishty-five nlane<. They h=d
he=n losinr a lot of nlanes, day nf'ter day, and th!s was the
peak. It was also the clincher - convinecing the . ermans thet

they could not go on taking losses like that in their effort

to knock out Britigh Air power. And so zm Britain was saved.

Hew

The GermaniNturnni to night bombing, which wzs fearfully
destructive - but max could not be decisive for an invasion
on the embattled island.

Toduy Britain commemorated, and so did the other
Eglied nations, that day of crisis. three years ago - as one of
the decisive turning points of the-war.

The victorious commander 6f the air Battle of Britain
was Air Chief Marshal Lord Huch Dowdins, chief of the British
Fighter Squadrons. Where 1s he today? The answer is curious.
Lord Dowding is no loncer in the British Air Service. He has
retired and dévoted hirself to spiritualism - saying that he is

in occult emmmtEatimx comuunicatlon with British flyine men

Who lost thelr lives in the air battle of Britain. He keeps in
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touch, he claims with the boys who gave their lives, boys he
once commanded,

He arites and lectures on spiritualism, and ¢oes from
one spiritualist meeting to another - vhere he recites the
messages that he has received from the flying heroes now in
the beyond. Here 1s one of the most extraordinary of these.

Dowding tells how the spirit of a nilot killed in air battle

communicated to him the following, the pilot's experience when

he was killed: "I saw auother figure hunched over the controls",
the psychic message states. "I pushed up to free him and found
to my wmm horror that it was myself. I had come apart from my
kax body - that is what had happen~d".

Such is the spirit message which the Air Chief Marshal
of the Battle of Britain says he has received from a pilot who

was killed.



