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The state of affairs in t he Battle of Salerno is clearer 

tonight. We have a fairly preci .e pictu of th American Fifth 

Army holdin firm on the beaches - against one German assault 

aft r another, an interminable series of Parzer drives launched 

from the advantage of higher ground. The assailants are supported 

by the fire or batteries, cannon and aortars, stationed on the 

summits of the hill s - again the advantage of that higher ground. 

defending 
But the w &•xx stubbornly "\••t•■ t •• A Aaericans on the 

beaches also -■ haTe thE',ir own support - thundering naval 

guns or warships which hurl salvo upon salvo against the shore 

positions of the enemy. And a superb mass of air power - planes 

or every category, from w sp-11ke fighters to monster Fortr 

These bomb the assaulting enemy, raking them with tons ot high 

explosive. They fly low, skilll!Jling jbst above our own troops, 

and hurl their bombs a t -the Nazis just beyond. We are told 

that even the Flyin Fortresses are roaring close to the ground 

in low level bombing. Altogether, tY10 t housand sorties, two 

thousan in~ivi ual battle flights, were made during the ay, -

for the gr .atest air sup ort that ground troops have ever had. 

From this it may be surmised that E l ied short range 
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tighter planes now have the advant age of airfields seized by 

the British, in t heir swift advance from the south. The British 

on both the East and West coast of Italy are moving swiftly, 

and on the west side General Mon gomeryts Eighth Army promises 

- to approach the Salerno battle area Jdtirtwa within a couple 

of days. The air fields they are taking are much a nearer 

to Salerno than those in Sicily, and flying bases for our 

fighters wil come closer and closer as the British push on. 

The Nazis have reduced tneir extravagant claims ot 

7esterday, their he+*• boasts that Americans and British at 

Salerno were in retreat to their ships - evacuating - another 

• 
Dunkirk. Today Berlin admitted that the allied resistance 

had stitfentld•-"surprisingly"& Says Berlin. The Germans claim 
J ;,, 

to have encircled a couple of units, but have abruptly stop ed 

their talk about another Dunkirk. They admit th tour forces 

are man standing firm, and seem to i ve a hint that their 

own heavy drive has jus t about spertt its strength. 

The enemy radio stresses the arrival of reinforcements, 

and emphasizes the uaaua broadsides hurled by the guns of allied -
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nr•hips. In fact, the Ger an version coincides enerall y with 

our own, ;,icturing succes sful ut~ resistance on the beaches 

with the support of a naval bombardment and a swarm of 

hard-hitt1n planes. 

The st-back we had bis classified by an American 

military communi ue which states that we have evacuated a 

cou le of villages. These, when looked up on the map, are 

seen to be ten mile~ inla d from the Salerno beachhead. So it 

is clear that in the first rush of the landing, the allied -
troops made an advance of ten m111-. Th ir most advanced 

. 
points w re those two villa ~es, Rnd there they were 1 . a position 

that could not b held - not against the f~anking fire of German 

guns on the hills an the ass ults of the•••••~ Panzers. So 

there was retirement. 

Last night we lost a little more ground, with the Nazis 

put t ing everythin they had into battle in•the arlmes s. 'They 

prefer ni ht fi htinP. , because the darlmess shields them from 

t he lane - he batterin fr m the air. ihich is endless in 

the ayli ht . Th r is a weird melee of ni ht fl r htin, under 

1 It 11 ki Sav . at one or t ~o unimpo1tant places, c ar a an~ e ~. 



SALERNO - 4 

the en my as h 1 b~ k. Tod y f the all! .d position -
&IIJ' -~ appr ciably bett r, but we a r e warned t tit ts still 

seri us. Durin ay we r captur er! som ground., and there 

is every expectation that th tide is about to turn • 

.. 
4he jll ies hav ca pture Capri - that isle sacred 

to tourists. Capri, just outside the Bay of Naples, has been 

a famed beauty s o t for ~xtu centuries, and is a 

strategic point dominating t he Bay ~f Naples. Allied forces took 

over without any trouble. Capri was garrisoned by Italians, and 

~ 
these n w have been entrusted 11:t:D its defen~e - under allied 

A 

command. 
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To y t h~ edev1 Italian peo rd 

with a famili a r soun - a preclamation It was 

read over the rart io - thou h not There 

was no sound of t hat voice which 

and which now they remember with disgust an disillusion. Why 

w sn 1 t the Mussolini messa e spoken by 

don't kno•. ·rhe radio renditi n of the 

without the Duce, leaves us with sti11 

that he wa s re. cued by the Germans 

We 

ce proclamation., 

Today'Spronunciamento asse~r~t-s-~e-r•e•e•s~t•a~b~l~i-ahm:--e-n-t~--. 

of tbe Fascist state - though wi..th a difference. This time 

it's cal led - A Fascist Republi_c. Meaning - the end of the 

monarchy, no more Xin , by implication, the k~ is dethrone 

The proclamation calls for the removal of all officials 

appointed by the Ba oglio government - and tbe reinstatement 

o all* former Fascis t functionarie s. In ot her words, the 

ousted Fa .. ci s t party, backed by German military power, is to 

take ov r the dm1nist t i ~. 

And t he proclamation , purportedly si ned by Mus s olini, 
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calls also for the punishment•• of what it calls - traitors. 

That 1s, t hos wi o played a part i n kicking out the Fascist 

regime . Maye it also eans those who welcomed and cheered 

the fall of Mussolini. And that would include the maJoritJ 

or the It- lian neo le •xm apparently. 

The talk about punishing the traitors sug ests that 

the black shirt stooge of the lrta Nazis are bent on a course 

of vengeance - and vendetta is an ominous word in Italian 

.1"I. 
b1stor7, in any case, a virtual state of civil wa~ is declared -

civil war between Oerman-backed Fascists and the government 

.,-a -of King Victdr EmanuelABadoglio. And tbl • might turn into 

civil strife of the bitterest kind - if the Fascist puppets 

really assert themselves and try to seize their former dominance 

in ttie Italian communities now under the German heel. 

this was Italian 

nati0nn. 



IEWSPAPERKAN ~-H re's a headline ~war-exploit performed, not by a 

sol ier bu t by a 11ewspaperman - a rep rter out to get a story. 

He is Aldo Forte, a United Press forei n correspondent stationed 

¾,1:'~1="~ 
in Switzerland. a. wanted to find out at first hand how the ,... 
Italians feel to afd the Allies and t e Germans - so he made a 

tri down into Italy, risking the chance of being captured by 

the Germans, as they seized control. This, I believe, is the 

first Instance ot an American newspaperman getting into Italy 

since America got into the war. 

Aldo Forte tells how he made up as a mountain climber, 

and had a guide co.nduct him across the Italian border at a remote 

place. Thereupon he and the guide started on an extensive tour 

of the Italian province of Lombardy, makin their way to the town 

of Como - on that famous scenic lake. He talked to people far 
' 

and wide, and everywhere fow1d a burning hatr~d for the Germans. 

They told hi that the German patrols are round in up men between 

eighteen and fifty and shipping t hem away in seal d cars to unknown 

destinat1 is. "Como", writ ~ the newspaparman, "was flamin with the 

war spirt t. Is w ,omen and chi ldren hel Jin thelr menfolk di 
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trenches in variou ections oft e citv". 

Tv . ical was the ttitude of a couple of men 

to whom he talked. "They asken me when t . e allies were 

coming", he writes, " nd said trat the ltRlians were eager 

to fight the Germans". 



RUSSIA 

The outstanding success announced by the Russians 

today is the capture of a ztt railroad center cal ed lezhin. That 

place is only i:a seTenty-two miles northeast of Kiev, the capital 

of the Ukraine and the number one Soviet objectiTe on the southern 

rront. bs With the seizure or lezbin, the Red Army gain■ 

control or the lJt.st north and south railroad line east ot the 

Dnieper R1Ter. Moscow says that there is little doubt tbat the 

Soviet torces Will be ha11111ering at the gates ot EieT before the 

autuan rains begin and turn the Ukrainian teppe1 into mud. 

All along the southern and central line the Russians 

are pushing forward as the Germans continue a general withdrawal 

and Loddon wonders .whether · n-, will sto 
(. a line along 

to holdA•I• • ! 

the Dnieper. This is believed generally to be their p?an, but 

some British observArs think the lazis may retire as far as 

the border or Poland. 
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d e r er OU nl a ~ n• r e e ty-. 

e c ent s C e . uni n c1 1 s 

C. ,. b C 'I- co i •· n contracts 

exi " 1 :> T y c n .r h .. c in of se onal 

orker s . e d ne so ld i c:: r consult b for t ey 

star a r t .) h 1 . r ul r ~ es taken out 

of their •e pay. 
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" 
o bing , hie . w:· fearful y 

s tructive - b 1 lhu co l d no t be decisive for an inva s o 

on t mb t led Lsland . 

To ·. Brita in comm m rated , an ., 1 t h other 
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alli - na 10 1 , t h t ~Yo crisis• hree yea r . a o - as on . f 

. 
th C tv mi poin of th • .,.. r. 

Th vi cto ious commande 6f t . a r Battle of B itain 

Ai Chi rshal Lord Ru . . Dow 1n- chi oft e tiriti h 

Fi 2r Squ c rons . 'h r P i s h to y? The ans : r 1s cu·i s. 

Lor OYI n n'1 lon.· . r in e Bri 1 h Air rvi e . H s 

r eti n devot . elf to spiri u lism - s ayin t ha he is 

in cult e:ammt.Ea.ttam com1o uni c t 1o ·1 h Bri .1 h flyi . men 

who l o. · h .1 r 11 5 1:i p b t t l e f Br i wain . H~ e eos i ·~· . n 
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H • ri n ct r u»li , and uo s 0 

0 s 1 · . e in t ano 1er - ·; Iler h r e t h 

s e hf\ •J l ·1 1:d ,, . t flyi h r o no v in 

h': Here S 0 ho lilO " e>: raor n r of these . 

Do i ' t l ls ho ; t e s t of a , 1 ot kill in air battle 

co ·.:unl at _d t hi t . e ol l o in - ' th ilot 1 exp rience hen 

he s il l "! sav fi ure hunche ov r th controls", 

the psy hi m . s e stats . "l ushed up to fre hi an found 

to my DID hor or t tit w my se~f. I ha com apart from my 

- bod hat 1 w t happen~". 

such i the spiri essa \"hi h h 1 r Chi f Marshal 

of the attle of ri ain says he has received rm a plot who 

was killed . 


