
LONDON ------

Time was - wise" the Sllfl never set 011 tlte 

British empire. But time- moves on, a,sd today a report fro"' 

London - telling of the immineflt collapse of tl,e la•t 

vestige of empire: The British Commonweallll of Natio,aa. 

A11d some Britons cal li,rg it -- a good tltl,ag, al tltot. 

Tlte Commo11,oealtl, ;,. dire straits - for o,ae 

over-ridl,ag reaso,e a11d. 011e reaso,a alo,ae: Briti•li i11obiUty 

to satisfy tl,e co11flicti,ag i,aterests of all its membera-

,ol,ite, Asian aJJd Africa,a. 

Eco,aomlsts a,atl )oliticla,as assert, lao,oever, 

tl,at Brttai11 Ila• little to lose - a,ad ,,,.,cl, to.,,,...,. goi" 

fro"' collaJ,se of tlte Co,,.,,.o,a,oealtlt. TIiey •ate ttat Brilai• 

,oill co,a,;,..,e to mal,alaifl bllate.,-al trade ••d diJ,lomolic 

ties - ,oith moat member 11allo,as. F11rtller, llaat tl,ey 111ill 

still be bound together - If 11,aofficially - by la11gNage, 

c11stom a11d m.,,.,,,, 11ecessity. 

Al Ilse same time - a ,ru,nber of pote,atial be11efits 

,oe are told. For o,se - Britai• ,0011ld 110 lo11ger be the 
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wltiJ,J,i"g boy - for Afro ,- Asia,i ab•se. Also•• -- ii would 

ftO lo,iger feel obHged lo "bribe" relucta11t members -

with oJ,eJt-ha,ided, oJ,eft-end aid J,rograms. This 111 itself -

a J,ote,itially vah,able assist to Britai,i's ••rr• cNrre11I 

"save-tlte-J,011,,d" J,rogram. 

111 s11m - Brilislt reacllo,a lo llte t1J,J,roaclli11g 

e,ul of lhe Commo,,wealtle -- J,erllaJ,s best alatetl ,,. hoo 

IIJOrds, to IIJit: "So wltall" 



BRUSSELS --------

In Br11•sels - fo11rtee,c remaiJti,eg aar fflem•ers 

of tire Nato Militar'y Allia,cce - agreed today to move 

Supreme Allied Headquarters to Belgium. Said move lo 

take J>lace - as ••• soo,c as possible: to beat the deadli,ae 

set by DeGa11lle - AJ>ril First of ,aext year - for removal 

of all Noto forces from Fra,cce. 

TIie ,cea, lleadq11arters - lo be located 111 

Cllievres-Ca•te11N ,,. Soutla111e•ler,c ••••• JJA Belgi•m. ,,;,f,e 
~ 

site orlgi,rally 01>1>01ed by AfflericaJt official• - •• too 

re•ote. Boa,ever, Ille Belgia•• i,a•i•U•g - '"•re 111a• •o 

ot,,er claoice. I• Ille e,ed - t•e vole .,,,. ••a"i•o••· 

Co•t of t•e ,aea, laead911arte,• - ex1ected to 

ra.Jt abo•I Jo•Ylee,a •illio•. Of '"'• - t•e U S e•l•cled to 

J>iclt 11,p abo•I 11110-tllirds of Ille lab. 


