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Reid Collms 

The Thirty-third Preside11t of the U,eited States 

Harry S. Tri,man - has t,assed iJ1to lristory. Deatll came 

early today at Research Host,ital i,1 KaJ1sas City wllere Ire llad 

bee,r a patient for the past tllree weeks o,el_v to fir,ally 

succi,mb to what the doctors called "a complexity of orga11ic 

failure and collapse of the cardiovascular system." 

To111 orrow his body lies 111 state at Ille Tr11 ma,r LI brary ht 

l11de1>e11de11ce, Missouri, witla r,rivate f•rteral services n11d 

buria I foll owi11g o• Tla11 rs day. Pres ide11 t a red Mr•. NI sore 

Pla11 to fly to l11de1>e11de11ce to,11orro• . Pres lder,I Nlsore II•• 

tssued a stateme11t e11logizi11g Mister Tr•mar, as "a •are •Ila 

•ill be remembered as or,e of tlae most co•rageo•• f>reaiderell 

i,r our llistory." At tlle same time, Ille Presider,t deslgru,ted 

tlais coming Thursday as a day of 11atio,eal mo11r,ai11g, a11d 

~£ 
ordered all u-s flags to be flo•11 at ll•lf-s taff for a t>eriod ,{~ 

tleirty days. In Texas, former /)resident Ly,t,do" Jolu,so,r -

rto• Ille nation's 0J1ly 
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living ex-preside,et--said of 1tis fellow Democrat--"A 

Twe,atieth Century giant is dead.,, 

Death came to Harry Truma,e at t1ae age of 

eiglt ty - eig1t t and o,al y tNJo A me rica,a pres ide,e ts 1,a ve lived 

to be older. Boll, Jol,n Adams--oa,r seco,ad preside,at--

a,ed Herbert Boover--o•r t1tirty-firat--•ere P••t ,ai,aety 

,ol,e11 tlle _v died. 

TIie mome,at lie "'ovetl i,ato Ille Wllile Bouae i• A,ril, 

Ni,ee ly -Forty -Five, ,,,o,. tlle tie• tit of Fr•,altli11 D. 

Roosevelt, Barry Tr•ma11 beca,1111 a "'"" of tleclalo11--NOT 

•lticll molded tlle desli11y of tlte U11iletl Statea--a,ad tlle 

NJorltl--for decades to co•e. TIie ato,,.ic 6om6i11g of 

.Tapa,c--tlle Marsllall Pla11--tlle Berli,a Alrlift--a,ctl Ille 

deciaio,c wllicll lie l,lmaelf called Ille "'oat ,,,.porta,at of 

all- -t1ae se,adi,ag of America• troops to i,aterve,ce ,,. tl,e 

(more) 
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Korean War of the early Nlnetee,a-Flftles . "I did wllet 

lrad to be done," lie said afterwards about Ills t,reslde11cy, 

addi11g "a11d I don't care a hoot wllat lrlstory says about ,,. 

Botlt publicly a11d privately, Ire ofteN used Ille 

1n,11ge11t laNguage lie lear11ed wltile dealiNg wltll "'"le• •• a 

Ca/Hai11 witll tl,e Ml•• ouri Natlo11al Guard IN Fra11ce d•ri,ag 

World War 01te . Bis letter, questiofliflg tlae pedigree of a 

m••ic critic wl,o was le•• tlaa,a co•Pll•e,atary abo11t ••• 

daa,gllter Margaret'• siNgiNg, i• NOW a foot,.ot• to laiatory. 

Afld wlaat did Barry Tr,,,,.a,. really tltiNt of tlae "Jliaao11ri 

Walta, " tl,e ,.,,.. lae ofteJt t,layed o,. tl,e /)I •o? "I laate 

to admit tt," lie said, "but tlae Missoa,ri Walla was 

co•t,osed by a man fro• lot11a. It's a ragtime s0Ng--1u1d 

I do,.•t give a dtun" abo,,t tt--b11t I ca,.•t say tlaat o•t lo•d 

because it's tl,e MissoNri state so,ag . " A11d 0J1ce, 

commenting on politlcia11s wlro ditl11 'I like bel11g criticiaed 

(more) 
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by tire news media, H-S-T said--"lf you cant stand tl,e 

heat you slrould get out of tire kitclle,a . " A,sd on ltimself, 

--"Missouf'i llas t,f'otla,ced tllf'ee ,sotof'iou• 

cllaf'actef's--Maf'k Twain, Jesse James a,atl me." Anti 

most poig,aa,rt of all, Pef'ltaps, .,as tire e1>itat,le Baf'f'Y 

Tf'uma,a o,ac e saw o,a a ff'or, lief' gf'a ve ,,. A,.,., o,aa - -a,a 

er,itat,lt .,1,,cl, lee aaid was tlee best a••" ca,a leave. It 

f'ead: "Bef'e lies rlacll Willlam•--lle do,ae Iii• tl•••tl••t." 



VIZTNAM 

American bombing Planes are again flying ro1u1d-

,,.e-clock missioNs agaiNst Nortlt Viet11am--endiNg a 

Cllristmas truce wlticlt was observed for nearly t•o days 

according to tlae Pe,atagoJ1--aJ1d was,.•t observed at all, 

accordi,ag to Bar,oi. TIie curre,at strikes are agai,ast 

targets tlarougll out tlr e Nortla, .,, itlt Ha,aoi 1111d Bait,llo,ag 

6e11ri,sg tlae bru,at of tlte rer,ewed boffl6ir,g f• ry . 

tlla t eigla t A ffleric•" B-Fifty -Two bofftber• 111ere • laot tlo•rt 

tod11y- -6ri11giJ1g lo • is ty -o,ae llae lot•l ,.. "'6•r of V-S 

t,l11,aes of all lyfl•• B1111oi cl•i"'• slaot dowr, si11ce tit• 

c11rrert t raid• beg•rt a •••" before C llri• tJflas. Tia• ,.; 
Pe,.tago,a says o,aly eleve11 B-Fift,-T•o• laave 6ee,a ..., 

ilusa, aloNg "'"" a ,a ■ m6er of ollaer Pl•••• · 

Tlae Soviet News Age11cy T••• says great 

destra,ctioll is bei,ag rai,aed on Ba,aoi by llae V-S bombers, 

(more) 
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with the Gialam airfJort demolished and black strips of 

dead soil Ji1,e-lt1H1dred yards wide a,ad more tl&an a mile 

long- -all tha I re ma i,is of some residential dis Irie ts. /,a 

Tokyo, Ille Japa,iese Commu,aist ,ae.,st,at>er says Anterica,a 

follt si11ger Joan Baez--a,a anti-.,ar aclivisl--sa,ag 

Clrristmas carols i,a ll,e lobby of a Ha,coi l,olel o,c 

C It ris tmas Eve .,,, ii e U-S t>la,ces bont bed Ille city ,,,.,1 

a,ctia ircrafl gr,,as tl,r,,adered o• t• ide. Mi•• Bae a ••d tlaree 

otller American ••li-11Jar activists are ref>orted stra,aded •• 

bee•••• of Ille air raids. 

I• Paris, a Ba•oi at,olte•••• al Ille peace tallls ••Y• 

Nortla Vietnam "''" ,.,,,.,,., t,eace ,aegoliaUo,cs o,aly if Ille 

bombi,cg of tlte Nortl, is laalted. A,cd for tl,e seco,ad lime 

in four days, R•ssia •rged a,c immediate laall lo tlte 

bombing and tlte sig,ai,ag of a ceasefire agreement. 



FILIPINO 

The Filif)ino gover,unent says tleouaa,ads are fleei,tg 

tlreir lromes o,r Ille soutl&er,a Plttlir,r,;,.e isla"d of Mi,tda,aao 

because of increased figllti,ag bet•ee,a gover,c•e•t troo,a 

and Moslem• wlom Ille Ma,cila gover,a,,.e,at refer• to as 

"outla•s allied to Ula Cofflm•,aists." TIiey are •l•o re/erred 

trai,aed troo,s are lea,U,ag tl,e rebel• ••o co,atrol •o•e 

village• 011 tlae big is la,ad located abo•t fo•r-"""'r•d-Jifty

'" ilea SON ti, Of M•rtlla • 

TIie gover••ertl also .,.,.o•rtce, tl,•t •ore ,,,.,. 

e igll t tllo•••rtd #)er• o•• - -i,acl•di•g •• bverai v••, cri•i••I•, 

•t•de,ala, ,oliticia•• a,111 Jo•r,aaU•t•--•ere ta/te,c i•lo 

c••tody rece,atly as II re••lt of Preside•t Marco•'• fflGrti•I 

law #)roclafflatiort. 



QUAKE 

A major section of Ille devastated city of M,u,ag•a-

capital of Nicara.gua- -was declared "a comtami11ated area" 

toda.y--,ohich means the governmertt plans to cover it will, 

lime and then level it witlt bull-dozer• a,ed Dy,ea,nii. 

turni,eg it into a mass grave for a11 .,,..,.0•11 ,ea,m6er of 

perso,as who di 1 there in Saturday'• eartllqa,ate ~ A/fl . ,, •• 

is virtually deserted to,eigllt. A pall of d••t ,,,.,, •"'ol• 

cove rs the city - - ,. i. • i,ag from the r11i•• of tlao••••d• of 

lao•e• """ 611ildi,ags- .,,.,,,,Y •till 611r,ef,ag eve• •• Ila• looll•I 

ref11geea are c rowtled ,,. to le• t• """ '""••• 1'ift • la•ll•r• •• 

relief pla,aea fly ;,. beari•I ••t>Plie• fro• co••lrie• 

tlaro11gllout tlle •orltl. 



EXCHANGE 

There was at least one international silver lining 

on Christmas Day Nineteen-Seve,ity-T10o. Tl,e cre"'• of a" 

American Coast Guard cutter a,cd a R••sia,c ocea,iogr•f>l,ic 

sllit, excha,rged gift• a,rd good-will 011 t•• Atl•ratic •bo•t 

tK1enty-Jive mile• off the Marylarad coaat. Tl,• R1,aaia"• 

firs I /las II ed Holiday gree tir1gs to ti,• A,,,. rica,r • II ii> 

"Gre• Ila m. " Tit e,r, tlle Gre• lta m '• com ,na,ad•r offered tll• 

Soviet• Cllris t,nas gift .... llo•ld tll•y acc•f>I? "Certai,aly," 

ret,lied tlle Soviet com ,na,ader, a,ad tl,e y•l •'"'• deal o,a • 


