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Tire miglrtiest 10,derground nuclear blast i,a U.S. 

lriatory - ,eoac, ••I for Jive o'clock, Eastern-lh,ae, S•l•rdoy 

after•oo,a. So a,e,eou•ced today - by tire U . S. Ato•ic E,aergy 

Commissiofl . Sile, of course - tire lsla,etl of Amcl,llta •fl I• 

Alasia. 

CoreservaHorelsts - opr,osl,ag tl,e teat all tl,e ••Y 

•••t "Jefore tl,e U. s. CoMrt of Appeals - seeti,ag •• l•J••cllo• 

,,,. "' 
lo ••II II. Ba,t - t•is coMrt - l•r11ect,(tlo•11 agoi11 loll•y -

E••r6Y Co•••••lore ••" deliberately o••llted •ll11er•• ol••• 

blast •Ill 1,ave . 

It a,as f"evealetl - for examt>le - tllat Preside11t Nln11'• 

tot> 11,eviro,eme11tal adviser - Russell Trah1 - l,atl staled - t••I 

tlae blast o,a Amcllillta lsla11tl could set off a cl,al• of eart• 

quakes - like a li•e of falling doml,aoes - a,atl r,erllat,s se11tl • 



BLAST - 2 

tidal wave across the Pacific oc ean. 

Now - tlae o(Jt,onents of llae b l ast - are left to 

conaider - wlaetlaer to take tlacir ar,peal to tlae Supreme Court . 

Time is sltort . 



SENATE 

P 1· e s i d r n I Nix o n ' s t w o n e w a fJ fJ o in t e e s t o t It e U . S . 

supreme Court - botlt endorsed toda y by a twel v e-man 

committee of lite American Bar Association . Virginia's 

Lewis Powell Junior - receitJed rating of "lligllest qualified" 

from all twelve . Tice Justice Department's William Relu1qulst 

- getting a similar rating from nine of lite twelve. 

Tllis was a,a,aounced - at tlle start of confirmatio11 

hearh,gs by tlte Senate Judie iary Committee. Cllairma11 

Eastland adding tllat a full investigation by Ille FBI - llas 

sllo"'" boll, Rell11quis t a,ad Po"1ell to be "clea11, It iglt-class 

gentlemen." So far - so good. 



SAIGON 

Defense Secretar y Mel v in Laird - an arri val today 

a t Sa i go n ; w It ere h e prom f> t l y exp res s e d c on fide n c e - t It a t ti, e 

U. S . Congress will soon enact a new f oreign aid bill . Laird 

sa_ving : "As we meet witlt tlte So viet Union and as we meet 

witlt tlae People's Republic of Clli"a - tltis is tlte time to sl,o• 

stre,.gt'la, "ot weakness . " A message clearly intended to 

reassure tlle Saigon government - one of tlle cliief be,ae/iclarl• 

of U.S. foreig,r aid. 

But tl,e main t>•r(Jose of Laird's visit - we are told 

is to determine tl,e speed and extent of future troop ,oitl,tlrtlawl1 

In tllis connection, Laird discussed tlae U S. casualty report 

for tlte past week - to be an11ounced tomorrow ; sayi,rg it will 

show "tlie lowest casualty figure" - since Nineteen-Sixty-Fiv 

wit en tlle U.S. first "assumed a combat role in Vietnam." 



BELFAST 

By order of Premier Brian Fau.lkner, (Jolice regulat's 

and (Jolice reservists in Nortlrern Ireland will be f>et'mitted, 

ltencefor·tlt, to carry guns on regular dut·y. The Pr·emier 

finally giving Iris otay today - in the face of a tllt'eatened 

(Jolice mlltiny. Tllis following tire machh1egun slaying - of 

two Melfast detectives; tlte latest of more tllan tllree 11,uulretl 

attacks o,r traditionally unarmed f>olice - si,1ce tire curre11t 

v iole,rce in Ulster began in Ni,reteen-Sixty-Ni11e. 



(SUGGESTED LEAD-IN TO THOMAS TAPE "ITALY 12) 

And now - it's time again for Lowell Tlromas ; 

discussi,ag tonigllt - the Isle of Malta . Lowell .•. 



SUGGESTED FOLLOW TO THOM ,4S TAPE "ITALY 12" 

Tltank you, Lowell. 

More after tlli5. 



ELEPHANTS 

How do you pay off a baseball bet? There are many 

11 .ays of course - and one is lo ride an ele/)lrant. And so tt 

uas tlral tire two Senators from Maryland - Matlraias and 

Bell - turned u/) witlr two circus eleplrants tlaey lrad borrowed 

- and offered tlrem to tire two Senators from Pennsylva,aia -

Scott and Sclrweiker - all the result of a friendly •ager ON 

wliellter tlle Baltimore Orioles or tire Plltsburgl,, Pirates wo,,ld 

win Ille World Series. 

And •o it was ut, to Senators Scott and Sclaweiller - to 

go ele/)ltant riding - from a s/)ot in front of Ille Se11ate steps 

- to tlae area belaind tlie Dome at tire center of tlae bulldi11g. 

Senator· Sweicker - appea-red a little nervous - but determi11e 

- Se,aator Scott - who llas ridden elef)lrants before - told 

ltim - "sit cal,n and steady - and don't say anything lo malre 

lite ele/)ltants mad." 

A n d n ow f o r L ow e l l - s o l on g u n f il tom or r o ,r . 


