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--- a cc e 9ta nce ech) 

G 0 ERY DY ; 

Here at t ' e Convention, of cours e, we're all se t 

for - the acce ptances ee ch. · ot that eh ven't alre d 

had enuf oratory. ooking back on it three eaks s t and-

ing high a ove all of this year's G. O. P . ocean of 

oratory: acarthur's keynote speech - which s oun ded a 

lofty tone, but did not stampede the Convention, as 

many thought it would. Then there wa. former resident 

Hoover' e a dress, high-minded, an d sta tely in wiidom.And 

now, in about an hour, General tisenhower's acceptance 

of the Republican nomination for President. All the 

na tion i s wait ing for that. 
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ce r e ~n or 

R c a r :·1xon , of r; 1 o ni 

~ de . de t h s after n on by confere 

~ of to r nkin TI publ_con leador9 8 n t ors and 

otel suite . hey s eem to h ve 0 vernors , a t hered i a 

had not l t :· n cho ce . There appears 

to . ve bee no gre at amount of debate • he verdict ~a s ~ 

a nounc ed when enat or ~ry--e9Mt Lodge, mara ,er for eneral 

iisellho er told the news men that enator i xon hnd been 

se l ected as the unanimo\M choice of the top ranking 

leaders . eneral senhower , himself , was not t h e e. 119 left 

the matter p to the confer t:, ,.00 . is only q al fi ation 

t hat the ce Presidential c ndlda te should be a oun man. 

ens.t or .:ixon is th .. • He h a d been mentioned al l along ,.. 

~ azzJ• a. possibili y -- a. lthou h 
1al 

r lier today the Vi ce Pres1 entJt 

limell ht LazK focused on HArold Stassen . There w s ev en 

tal th t Seneto tJ Taft mi ht take sec on l ac e on the 

~1 enho er t icket. 
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I ke on t etfirst bal l o t~ - s e e t o ind i ca t e 

t he r e wasn ' t much suspen e in the Conv e ntion Hall. 

Especiall - as a l l ~ ind i c~t 1ons o int e d to a n 

Ei s enhowe r triumph . But I, for one , kne w how an gril y , 

de spe r a te l y , the Taf t pe opl e we rek trivin g f or some sort 

of combina t ion to stop the General. 

My own feelin g , this morning , stemmed from the 

bitterne ss I found at the Convention last night, t.ur1ng 
-~ 

the hullabaloo of placing names in nomination) ,',...Pa 

circulating around, talking to delegates,:Jdxll--«XKZK 

I had plenty of occasion to notice the 
Awrat fi among the backersp f Senator Taft. 

The degree of ugly feelin g ~as illustrated by a 

thing that happened to an Eisenhower family narty -

the General's brother Earl, a sister-in-law, Mrs. Milton 

Eisenhow er, and his mother-in-law, Mrs. J. s. Dowd. 

They ha d balcony s eats, and were wearing Eisenho e r 

butt om - a s why wo ul dn't the y ? What ha ppe ned was told 

by General Eisenh ower today: •People rushed do tn from 

behind t he m, • said he, •and tor e t he flowe rs off t he 

la 1es . ~ sna rled at them, apparentl y b ecaus e they 



they F r. Republica,n. 

ocal politicians-

c onvinced~ that 

n lo 1 state and county el 

Q-1ft"64.P nei ~tr"o~e~d~"~~H!'""""Q.<e-n~.-itA:t--w-a• 

. 
~ e nomine e , they 

/' 

✓ 

erw e. Powerful pereuasion for polit1cia 
.,, 

I was told of one Eisenhower delegate, at heart 

Taft, who broke over the traces - to thif extent~ 

1'.e announced he was going to the Taft headquarters -

and dared anybody to stop him. He'd vote for Ike 

,1 
all right - but, at least, he Of'! '-i'f~ave the sentimental 

solace of makin a pilgr1ma e to Taft headquarters. 
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we re~•t wearin the ri ght kin of button," ad ed Ike. 

ardly the k ind f thin g to ha pen to the f amily of the 

f i ve star ener al ho toda is G c a·d t f • • L . an 1 a e or 

president. 

I a s to ld o f on e i s en how e r de 1 e ga te , at he a rt 

for Taft, who broke over the traces - to th _ extent 

that he announced he was goin g t o the Ta f t head qua rters-

and dared anybody to stop him. He'd vote for Ike all 

right - but, at l eas t, he'd have the sentimental solace 

of making a pilgrimage to Taft headquarters. 

Y'ell, in that tomosphere, it s eemed possible a 

revolt might be organized. Which the Taft leaders were 

trying desperately to do. The news wires were carrying 

intimations that a scheme was on for the Taft forces to 

launch a Mac a rthur stampede. An d suddenly shouting 

boosters for MacArthur ap peared in hotel lobbies where 

de 1 e g a t e s we re con c en tr a t e d . \'. hen the G en e r a 1 w as p 1 aced 
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i nom in tio , the n c me t a nake- danc e o a tion at the 

o n v n t i o n , i n t h e r. e e ho u r c: o ~· the m o r n i n • 

ut, - as ever. ody no know , the l t minute 

moves to sto ~i enho er izzled out. One top r anking 

politic 1 figure on the T ft side told me tha t the 

"Stop- i senhow r" ef orts were st rted - too late. 

enator Taft himself a parently not realizing, in time, 

that his o .. n cause i a s lo 0 t. 
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(Te bi t te rness o t he Ta f t s ide a ,~~ 

- r ~ 
wu}concent r at ed on Gove rnor Dewey of New Yor k -

a. t ar e t f or b oo 1 n g an j e er 1 n g . I thou b t , at t he 

ti me , they were go1n 
-... .......... inois s nat or Dir ks 

too f a r - bad strategy. a Ta ft 

leader, pointing his fin er at Dewey , and sin~ling 

out for the bit t er cl ar e t hat Dewe y had l e d the 

Republican Pa rty t o defe a t, twice. Mor e over, hand-bi 

were passed around, si gned by the offici a l Taft leader, 

_Q_ 
Davt:G Ingalls, with a diatribe full of such virulent 

J. 

adjectives as these: •Tom Dewey is the ost cold 

bloode d , ruthless, selfish political boss in the 

United States today.• That kind of envenom verbiage• 

and the slo gan •s1nk Dewey.• 

shrank from maki g 
It sounded to me as if they J.tlJtmt~x~~bxs 

,\ 

-.e sava e personal attacks on a popular General, a 

Victorious commander in war. So they focused their 

anger on the New Yor k Governor, makin g Tom Dewey the 

whip ping boy . 

In the Ch ica o Sun-~1 es today, there' s a 

shar pl y worde d estima te of Dewey by Ne ws paper man Ray 



D 'EY -

Br n n b 1 h1s t . 1 i n the follo i n ords: 

"The d s a 8 d hen e t or I: $ Governor T oma·s E .. 

·e e could be lau _hed a a y a s ·he 1 11 tl e man on the 

wed in cake.' He 1s ," t he ar t i c l e goe s on, "the 11••■x 

po er- hous e of na t ional Republi can politics these 

day s, be caus e of the job he did for D i i ht D. 

,rieey llttl~ ftgure of the gi-oom 9A ·,,edO.itag ea:ke~ 

Politicians s 1d - Dewey is washed up nationally . 

But now," adds Brennan, "they are taking ba ck those 

words.• 

All tha t anti-Dewey hostility here in Ch ioag~ 

gave me a strange feel1ng.-'f ou know how you'd fee\ 1f 

you ran into a oborus of rancor and animosity against 

,· ' ~_; -to -& at fu 
a neighbor of yours, . ·_. · . - • · · · ·. · wBO"!I-~~ · 

~ Y4 . ' ' ~ ' 4v-.J. +~ ' ' ~ -:~~~...i,~~i~--~ f:;~~ •u,~ so that was the background of feeling, a.a I . 
1 , ri ers.. . 
li s tened to the r oll c a ll of stat es at the Conventio 

t oday. Th e stat e s givin their vot es , on do n t he 
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a.l ha.bet C e th " ' " 

as , s o f antici tion, be ca u e 

it · kn wn that ew York woul i ve Ike a bi 

So, pr tt aoon, t e l ay o as callin out the 

stat es, a.nnoun c d - "New Yor k ." An {the Chairman 

of the New York ele a t ion ar ose to announce the •ote. 

Tom Dewe - t he focu of dramatic interest) I thought 

he'd be booea and jeered by the wrathful partisans of 

Taft - and, m ybe there were some hostile calls. But -
the great Convention Hall ran with cheers - an ovation 

for Dewey. ~e couldn't announce the New York vote, 

Be h d to acknowled e tbe lon burst of acclaim -

turning, smiling, waving a hand. The ~~-~ause 

oontin\)ed, until the Chairman had to bang his gavel, 

demanding order and s i lenoe. "frrhe n , Governor ~ 
~ of New York was able t o speak, and(what he said 

~impressive:-~ "New York gives 

ninety-two votes for Eisenhow er, four for T ft!•) 

The big e st block of votes in the whole convention -

Dewey ctel1ver1ng them to Eisenhower. 
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reco nize them. In the 

on ressman, ,alte r 

11 CID 

rk ele ion 

e , the i r t 

hen . 
oun my-

in . sot t n a rd • 

innesot dele · tes 

outin 
' 

C .1 i ng to 

ctush I t '. s lmos t 

Ju d of inn ~sota. 

Red in th . ace, he a e in t his e ow deleg tes 

t hout louder. finally the conve tion quieted down. 

The Chairm n recognized innesota; ann enator Thy, who 

a . r u b b i n e 1 b o s w i th me - o r r · .. h e r I a rub bi n g 

shoulde s it him - en. 'lhy ~ok into the hand micro-

hone n aid: " innesota oes for Eisen ow r!" 

And then c me a hubbu such as y u never heard. 

In a fla . h every y new it Vi~s all over. That s1itch 

meant th t · ·senho er e1 going t have it on the first 

ba lot. I found myself 0 tanding on a chair ·n lhe hio 

eleg tion. could see Governor D wey upon his chair. 

and what a look of · joy there as on his f ' ce! or t t 

t t momen he a realizing almost the gre test oliti -

cal tr·u m h of loo pu lie reer. He h d f iled 

t re --- c t e ' hi te Hou. e ---- -



h s l f, ., h ad laye d minan t role in s l n ~i n- hi s 

onv n t i on G n r al ke. 

' en a u r oar e d do .n , not iced ne ar ~ %la 

Mid no s an i n - on ~ chai r , a ro n -rac d grey haired 

gen leman wh o I h ave often me t in Cincinnati. one ot er 

t n John Holister, law p a r tner 

(Did you notice he 

f Se nator Tart. 

rm cordial y 1th •hich aa 

S nato r Tat reete d Eisenho~er hen t he eneral dashed over 

1m --to Ta.rt h o,iquarters)he moment Minnesota swung to 

(senator Taft • s perfeo t Po ise , triendl y manner, how genial he ' 

wss?) ' ell, w at 1, law partner said to ·me elps explain that, 

I as ked h im ho long he and Taft and their assoc! tea had lmown 

~this was likely cua to happen, that t he Senator am would 

never real z his dream of boing the re ~ idential cm didate? 

J ohn Hol is er re plied t t they had all' lmown it for s Om!!) daya 

now. 

As we stood the re in the aisle a s the onvention 

co n i n ue d i t s votin toward that no f or e ~ cone 1 us ion , ,, 
I a ske Con res sman Judd of Minne so t a, hy his t ate deleg a t ion 

had not urne t o Ei senho ,e r e...WMlt sooner, wh i ch obviously ,ould 
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heve put otn in a tt s ron er osi io , p"'91'tfte, en ral 

Eise o r e ven ore eeply 1n their e t . He re lied that 

Harol Stassen had h e l d ou ri t u t il a re inutes 

b ore , didn' ~ want o ~ v 0 e;y. S~asaen he.d met w1 th the 

!innesota le a es early this morn n • They told him 1n no 

uncertain terms that he could hold t hem no lo er, and ltlen 

he emerged fromthat mee t ing there were tears in hia eyes. 
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General Eisenhower sat at a t e levision set -

as the screen ictured the vote-r state by state.,.... that 

brought him the nomination. The veteran soldier was in 

a state of tension and emotion - and, when the final 

result came, tears welled in his eyes. 

The first thing he did was to go e~N to hie 

wife Mamie, who had-■■ not been feeling too well this 

morning - headache. But she forgot about that, a.a 

what *1fe wouldn't - as her husband wins the nomination 

for the presidenoy.Trhen, Gener ~l Ike did a. thing that 

may have a. lot of political meaning in the coming 

presidential campaign. He started out immediately, 

left his hotel, the Blackstone, and walked across the 

street, to the Con~ad Hilton, where he took an elevator• 

to the headquarter• of Senator Taft. There, ae he 

walked 1n, a few die-hards still chanted - •we want 

Taft!• 

The General strode into the room where~ his 

defea t ed rival was, the door closed, and they were 

together for minute•. Then Ike and Taf t came out, and 
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the Senator a nn ounce d: "I want to congratulate General 

Eisenhower. I shall do everything possible in the 

campaign to secure his election, and in his 

administration.• The General expressed his 

appreciation, sayin -u-
t o the crowds,~he had come to pay, 

in his words: •a oall of friendship on a very great 

American.• 

In an aside, Taft said to him: •You'll be 

elected.• 

The downcast workers for Taft broke into a 

cheer - for the General and the Senator. 

All this was highly unusual a for a winner 

to call immediately upon the loser, in a visit of 

cordial friendship. An eloquent~of how keenly 

General Eisenhower understands - that the rancorous feud 

in the Re~ublican Party must be healed, if he is to have 

the best chance for election. Eisenhower taking the 

lead to sweeten embittered feelings. Taft - responding 

in handsome style. 
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"That ' s 1 t ! That 

' I' ove rnor lood and othe rs, one 

of e l e.· es i n the r u , .rs. J c,hn ?,~cLean, said: "Don't 

you let the e EiseriJ mer peopl e for et t ha t we n e ·,, Ha shire 

started all this! Remem er it s Ney, am shire that gave 

Ike's campai its first tus last November. 

,:r~"t!.e_ 
A-&.I I fought my 

J 
\"ay throu t he pandemonium in the 

ms.in aisle I came to the Colorado de e ation, where a couple 

""' of burla,y mountaineers hauled me up onto a chair a ain. 

From them I heard a story that ls one of t he interesting 

sideli hts on Sk what oo urred today. These Colora o del: gates 

said that months XJ1 ago they held a meeti an. C: eoided they 

were going for 1 nhower, and at he same time, they a greed 

to 1 nol ude in their ele ga tion) for sentimental reasons> a 

Coloradoan who has long been a number one supporter of Bob 

Taft -- mem 1n olo ado Senator illiken. 

This morn in~ " n Colorado voted e. they wanted to 
I 

cast all u,cx e igbteen of t eir votes for Ike. 

n 
But one dele ate 

f1 



held out , shook his he ad , s a id h c o ldn , t do i der ny 

circums ance s -- ena tor ltttk 11:illiken. I looke d eround for 

~ . 
~ He wasn't t here. And then I f ound out tha t just 

a cou le of minutes b fore, when J-: lnnesota went for IkeJ when 

i t was all over , Sen or illiken left his dele at on, hurried 

o ts ide the conve n io all, t in i s car and left. He 

t:ia:.tsn:t wouldn't s tay any lon _er. ~another 111 ustration 

o the bi tterness 1 Ike is faced tv 1th a f ormidable task indeed, 

to _ et harmony in the Re ubl lean p arty. But t he re is one good 

sign 
..e. 

that ,enial frien ly forthright way in which Senator 
~ 

Taft said t hat he would do everythin Ida 1n his power to 

help I ke DJS, win the ampa1gn and then -.-;p,.8111 with h ia 


