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Here 1s the latest coal news from Washinu ton.
The miners siz—%t%e¥ will zet more pay. Just how much
we cannot say at present. But it will be more.
Reports unofficial but quite positive, bring us word
that rL‘;:iLs. has been negotiating with Secretary Ickes
as Fuel Administrator. Earlier in the day, a
spokesman at Ickes' Office declared that he knew
nothing of any agreement by Ickes to negotiate a new
wage contract. That, he said, was completely out of
the Fuel Administrator's field. But the pleased
expression on the faces cf all leaders of the United
Mine Workers were considered a pretty sound indication
that things ate going their way. One spokesman intimated
that Ickes must have taken part in the conference
himself, but through a representative. The unofficial
reports about these negotiations went so far as to
recite the details of terms. These terms would be

that the miners wauld get six days' work a week wherever

it is possible. For the sixtn day they woula receive



time and a half, meaning ten dollars and a half. The

miners would also be paia, for part of the time it

takes them to reach the actual spot in the mines where

they have to dig the coal. That would settle the

much mooteu "tortal to portal® aispute. It might add as

much as a dollar and eighty cents a day to the average

worker's pay. Ana finally, it is believed that the

new contract would run for one year instead of two years.
We also hear that the Union leaders in

Washington are strong tor Ickes. They are going about

saying that now at last they have a sincere man and a

fair man to deal with. Lewis, of course, is jubilant

because he considers he has won a clear victory over

the War Labor Board. — —‘}

The first reaction to President Roosevelt's
appeal to the coal miners was a light but steadytirickle
of men going pbpack to work under the American flag. For

a while it was reported that only & minority of them

did this. But by mid-afternoon we heard that about ‘
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half, more than two hundred thousand, had done what
the nation's President acsked. The others waited for
tomorrow, the time set by John L. Lewis, their
Union's President.

One dispatch from the mine fields reported
that the men were rejoicing over one thing. They are
glad that because of the fifteen day truce they do
not have to choose between the President of the
United S+ates and the President of their Unieg. \In

(-.
one typical county, every miner and his wife and his

children licstened to the President's plea on the radio.
One good wife is reported as having exclaimed that she
thought the President®s speech was just wonderful and
she certainly thought that after that there should be
no strikes. Such men as could be interviewed by
reporters, are quoted as being happy to be able to
return to work, and saying they ought to listen to

the government first.
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That/1s, assuming

coal out.
Joiin L. Lewis, they say, believes that By
proclaiming the truce he has by-passed the War Labor

Board ,whs WNL¥=~ But a question

at the White House brought out the reply that whatever
new wage agreement is made for the miners, the War

Labor Board will have to approve it.

eve Early\used this phNase:- "Thexe is no wo

thd President '3 address thad does not hWld true two

days\from now, wo years frdm now."
Even in North Africa, there was keen interest
in the President's broadcast. knlisted men and officers

alike came out with such words as: "It is about time%

= _Therr—xre—
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Just a few minutes ago, John L. Lewis himself
made a statement. It does not bear out the Washington
report of an agreement with Secretary 2¥ckes. In fact,
it does not indicate any agreement at all. Lewis
reputiated once again the pledge made by all unions
not to strike. The United Mine Workers Union, he
declared, is not bound. On the conérary, it will do
everything possible to obtain a flat raise in pay of
two dollars a day for all workers in bituminous and
anthracite mines.

He described Secretary lckes aé the new employer

of the miners. And it is up to this new employer, says

Lewis, to make the first move in any negotiations.



A¥RICA

The Americans have tazken iMateur, one of
our chief objectives in Tuniesia. The key to the

whole system of Nhazi fortifications defending Bizerte

and Tunis. s

The doughboys broke through on a fifteén-mile
front. In so doing, they have cut the only, Nazi rail
line of coummunication between Tunis and Bjzerte. Yes,
they have now pushed the Germans to the edge of §heir
inner line of fortifications. BSmashing their whole

mountain defenses in porthern Tunisia.
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The Nazi divisionskfcs=t$ts¥8¥4,[have their backs to the

[ e
sea. Between them and the Allied front there iaAonly

that last inner line of m.de/e,.,.u

Radio Algiers,\m broadcast
tgat the Germans are retreating fwst under ® heavy fire
from Allied air forces, sad—with—thetmericens—eon—thedn
.

Before the capture of Mateur, French troops

shoved along the rocky northern coast of Tuniaia} ™Sey

\
M within fourteen

miles of the gaoeb—fvrtrv='=-ﬁ‘Bizerte itself. The
/

naval harbOﬁA}a now threatened by a two-pronged Allied

menace, the French only fourteen miles away, the

Americangfat Iateug twenty miles.

Qur men are aiéb only thirty-one miles 7

northwest of Tunis.| Between them and Tunis is ﬁ‘ﬂ;t3
g —

narrow range of hills. If their luck holdg they can
]




even outflank the mountain positions of the Germans to

the south.

(=)

British General Sir Harold Alexander EERgrxinix]
A A wma W,
congratulated the Americans. %’ disclosed the news that
they had gone ahead fifteen miles in one push. Another

\
encouraging aspect of it is that Mateur is én flat

(-0.%%8
countr!, Where $E5—Bnit38—St¥ts¥ Arny can bring all its
A
armored fire-power into actioh.

o —

The French army in the north is deiE?Tszz-::7

the most motley and curious assortment that has taken

the field since medieval times. It includes those nati*o
Goums, the fierce African militia trained by the Frenchﬁ
of whom we have heard so much. There are also crack sho*l

of the French Africa Corps. In the Foreign Legion are

- Senegalese,
not only Spaniards an%A?nnnaznizﬂf; but also Italians

and GCermans. Itelians and Germans fighting Germans é&n

Italians.



INVASION

Grapevine reports from Europe talk about a’fl-t

Joas
plan to try an invasion of Britain/\to forestall gplanl
\

o the Allieéifor invading #=z3 Europe. These—grepevine-
w.

ohekeo—oo.x from Vichy by way of Iladrid.'(‘rhoy are

supposed to emanate from diplomatic and military

officials in close touch with the Axis high command.

Pohy=ty=wry=vr—itudirid=heve—bern frier; dut-aane—ol-Lthen

frevebeon—trwe—
he Ww
Mm?\that Hitler

plans to stabilize the Russian front, then concentrate

all his armed forces -q—-:z big 8“515’¢=‘=""“-

attempt to land on the shores of Britain.l It would take

between eighty and a hundred divisions, from a million
two hundred thousand to a million five hundred thousand

w-e ¢%f~;—13u24’t

neﬁl Also thousands of transport planes and gliders,

innumerable submarines and lighter warships, plus




three-quarters of the remaini strength of the Nazi

[

air arm. The object of the desperate resistance in

4L¢4,0V‘1£-~Z t/‘;L'éaﬂ'j b o e ¥
Tunisia is to givé Hitler's generals time to prepare ;7
th‘ invasiond}—B—f‘\J—"M

Military observers point out that Stalin and
his generalam have something to say about

stabilizing the Russian front. Moreover, the Royal

L —S,

Air Force and the air forces in Britain
/\
are now 80 large that an invasion by air wonl%&hl:l=:r

e PYY 7

r an invasion by sea}' Hitler would need

thousands of ship»A

thousendss

BHowervery )
MyzEnxax Awe-yo—hu-gm




Today's news from Russia is pretty much a

repetition of the last fe;*aays’\The heaviest fighting

\

WA
& on the Kuban front,o‘ the Caucasus. From the Russian

side, we hear that tnere has been a heavy bombardment

by the Red Arnyb‘shelling the German defense linei?l‘“:L

the Kuban River. Berlin

reports that Soviet generals have been sending wave®

Y bl

upon wave.:u‘mn)\ trying to crash the Axis bridgehead,

/eav; repulsed thﬂ?e attackg,vith

heavy losses to the Russians, theyr—STys— RSV uye

- e v v = = T WEAR e — — .- -
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The Nazi&f:nzﬂzh:m
,ﬁsstroyed one-thousand-and-eighty-two Soviet planes

during the month of April.
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PORT_DARWIN

The Japs today were boasting that in their
raid on Port Darwin -- Australia -- yesterday they got
no fewer than twenty-one Australian and U. S. planes.
General MacArthur gives us no figures. But the
communique from his headquarters does say: - that "our
own losses were hegqvy, heavier than usual."

The Japs came over Darwin in the middle of the
morning, bombing from an immense height. The damage they
did was nothing much, no casualties on the ground.

But it is reported that during the aftecrnoon, Allied
pilots were still trickling ba#k to their bases. Some
rowing back in their collapsible boats.

There were twenty-one Jap bombers and thirty
fighters, three of which were shot down, and £k ten
more damag~d.

The main reason for this Jap raid was that

Allied planes have been flying out of Darwin a great

deal of late, attacking Jap bases on Timor, Celebes and

elsewhere in that great arc of bases the Mikado men

have built to the north of Australia.
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In Australia they believe this latest air
battle portends a stepping-up in the tempo of the

air war over the islands of the Southwest Pacifiec.




ALEUTIANS

— e e ——

ationtion—teo—the—daps—mrthe—rleuvtiena. During April
§ \

e:zt:‘at Kiska on an average

t.::!jfplanes raided the:r-

of more than five times a day. Last Saturday, so the
Navy tells us, Army bombers, escorted by Lightning and

Warhawk fighters, delivered no fewer than thirteen

—————

attacks on Iilka;&thirtoon in one day. They reported

that they caused one heavy explosion, damaged the runway

of the airdrome, and caused fires from which smoke was

pouring as they left. ©n—the—senemduy;—enothes-foree

o‘1’4ito0-Otlt-.-bo-bvre-ottteivi-thv—tn-'—ab—icltﬁsn
A

Pey— et CH TSI HETrboT on—fttter—_




IRUMAN

For some time three important agencies of the

wrlh

government have been conpeting/(ug&a.,\ each othel»l'-h-k-

w~E

echoes of it
: &%
/(reacho}t public:But nob 'y is peace.
]
The three tges-{xﬂn the Army, the Navy, and

P
the Rubber Administration. The Army and the Navy wanted

hres—been—going on-quietly

hundred octane gasoline for thet® planes. Hﬁm‘w
Jeffers, the rubber boss, wanted butadiene, a petroleum
product, for his synthetic rubber factoriu./‘?ﬁe most

outspoken part ofAtho scrapping has been between Jeffers

and Under-Secretary of War Patterson. Mudqw

Patterson held out the olive branch. He did it in front
of the Truman Committee of the Senate, a committee

o
investigating ¢Bs conduct of the war.

S. Patterson admitted todey—thet he had no personal
1¢7, .

g —

e OO
quarrel with Nr. Jeffers,’\holda hin pexxas pensenaldldy
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in high esteen; rzspecty his character andApatriotian.

Patterson also regretted that recent remarks of his had

Rl

been interpreted as reflecting onkJeffera. d—saiti-thw

—434!J:19 '1f:' c_'~\41::‘4/\4gjﬂ£-i}

Jeffers has
performed hia_ggﬁl in pressing the synthetic rubber
program. On the other hand, said Patterson, it 1c'fkb'
Plttoraon'_s, duty to keep up supplies of hundred octane

gasoline and, he said, Jeffers should not zegemt that.
UWnder - S2e. o Warm

,QPntterson then went on to tell the Committee

ﬁ’ there is a reeal shortage of aviation gas. A-!'hroughout;

May there is going to be a shortage of forty-four thousan

Weg w20 |

barrels a day. ,i'* mean® cutting down o# the training

N an
progranm o%hgolbat crevws, shortage of

UUﬁk;JZ‘tuuc'ailﬂ

gas, he aa}l,}(vu, brought about by the priorities given

to the rubber progral;ﬂ?nowever, the War Under-Secretary

and the rubber boss have met and are ironing out their

difficulties. Together with James v.Forrestal,
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Under-Secretary of the Navy, they are going to take a

.

swing around the country, collaborating, M. lal

ofenftay,



SUPREME_CQURT

The Supreme Court of the United States has

e w,
reversed itself. And that isAMm

¢y|4rdf;..

%known as Jehovah's Iitneues,}fﬁ:ﬂm
Wwene :

M’? convicted at Jeannette, Pennsylvania, charged

with distributing literature without a license. 1In
previous decisions, the high court had always held that
municipalities or states or other local governments
could exact taxes from people distributing tracts.

That ruling is reversed in the opinion handed downm -

today. It was a close vote, five to four, bet=dwfiutte.



POLICE GAZETTE

\
Once upon a time a ahudde;:%thave gone

through the wid» nation if anybody on the floor of the

Reen a0 Cage,
United States SQn:é'%:‘odahu to mention the

A

lee0,

*Police Gazette.'A Today, the Senators heard one of

their colleagues rise to defend that magazine 2&::-“.

WM':FW. =

ope~orudetyy——cireese—cako_

Postmaster General Frznk VWalker ehekees-his

Mrﬂokod the second class
KR .
mailing privileges of the old Police Guottc./cﬂ:tg.t
Wl e
Arucmt.cd by Senator Wiiidem Langer of North Dakota)%
v ko

S« defendad the[Casette,

M‘t‘{‘—a—“
morals of the youth of America.

A |
against the use of cigarettu}‘ (he Senator even
A

naintainz that many an outmmnjgﬁzg:m l

.f

|
|

Gazette. t bzg E/hl 9 é/ » l(:\

has always preached

i-* the

Police
Bagh;— J




LAUGH

wading
Part of today I spent xxtlts& through a lot of

mail amd telegrams that came in after I got through
Friday evening -- when I laughed and couldn't stop. Some
listeners-in tell me they got a laugh out of it, and
many demand to know what was the joke? — What set me
off -- or us, because it included everybody here in the
studio. All of us nearly choked. However, I still
haven't gone through all the mail, and I'd like to quote
from some of it. 8o I'll pnt.off explaining until
tomorrow night.

Meanwhile I hope I'1ll be able to get through

this last bit of news without any such undignified

hilarity.— "Bk A MW
wa o0 éwr-(h-’ ndaed~
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Here -ts—a—Bit—of newe<Lor—Hititer—and—Teojon
!h’tSecond War Loan Bs¢vs—tv—thy—Unrttyd—Stedeq has been

K over-subscribed by more than four billion dollars, yes,
ga/ I'P
four billions! , Secretary of the Treasury Msrgpswihsus

X

says that instead of the thirteen billions for which he

asked, the people of America have bought more than
seventeen billions. The country's thanks, he adds,

are due to many people -- workers, sdvertisers,
rotailofn. theaters. The Secretary thanked particularly
the Allied Newspaper Councii and newspapers gegerally.

fz' He called it unparalleled in the history of promotion.
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