
BIG 'THREE --------~-----
It' a Christmas r t 11 · ht t esen , a r1
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et news that the onfer nee in !osco has roduced 

somet · ing definite. 
I 

The decision at which the Foreign inisters 

of the i Tnree have arrived concerns the a making 

of ea e tre ties ith countries that were 

sate1· it s of Nazi uermany. These are Italy, Rumania, 

Bulgaria, Hungary and linland. 

at the previous conference, the une in 

London that failed, the cause of disa rPement 

centered around the question of peace treati ~s. The 

estern Democracies, the United States and Great 

Britain -- waned all the United N tions to 

artici ate in the peace makin. Aft r 11, a lot 

o countrie~ re in a at o war with the Axis 
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That i , lation of the Big hr , with F ance added 

in th c· e of It y. 

London vonference of the Foreign 

inisters broke up without settling the dispute. So 

what have we now? 

A bulletin is ued at oscow tonight states 

that the loreign inisters, Messrs. Byrnes, Bevin 

ana olotov, have reached a settlement on the subject 

of the peac ~hat's it like? liiixisx■■•kl 

How will it 

treaties are to be fr med pretty, 

muc 1 in accordance with the olotov idea t London. 

he Bi hree, ·hich si ned the ar istice 'ith 

i u l i n 
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tll 0 i .... v r, t e · are co".ce ~ io 

t I t1• ti a v 
l ' e ' 1 b . 

· ., t O ,. 011 € r · C X wil ~ al led by 

y l 1· t, n1 il oon s i ci r the t r . or th p cts. 

e ' ti OD a t t l e p a ce Con r nc . wil be ab le to 

t c hang 
' 

mo ific tions of the tr e · ti . Then 

any s u , .: sti ns t V m k ·i 1 be r ferre to the 

i - wi ; mak e the fina ci ions and 

t,b n t e tre ties will go into ef ect. 

It isn't the tJni t d ~ t i ons wny 0 pe ace 

a ~rev ou.., y nd vocat d by t be United ill States 

nd Lir t ritain, But nyw 
' 

it is som t ing 

efin ite - - · 11-round eac conference 0 .et u llay 

of pea c e ett em t: ith the 

i te co un ri • 'I1 j it i l:- in don . may 

n L hri tma ]• nt nt·r 1 ccor i to 
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Jll.Q THREE - 4 

·but e c e tr a is repre - nts what t ey've 

cc ea din no ~ng. he word rom oscow is that 

n thin~ much mor is to b eApected. There will be 

at st o e more communi ue, a fin 1 announcement, 

it 1 n't · ou ht that this will proclaim anything new 

and important. 

On in o the end of the confer nee is a 

ban uet iv n by S ~lin. The ~oviet eneralissimo will 

entertain e rs. hyrnes and Bevin at a big spread so 

ty ic 1 of Aussian hospitality -- and all will be 

f e t iv an ·1 c or d i a l • I supp of t ha t for t he Ame r i ca n 

ana britis · st t smen it wil b in t he natur of a 

v ri tm s c 1 bration Jlthoug the oviets aon't 

0 i OJ' i tmas. 11n b si , the u ual Hus ian 

ob ~v nc o Lh fact the n a L i Vi Ly i C OJ ing 

t, o 1 ~, u i an c a 1 , a r , n oe n' t,ake l a c 
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vocally at le st, by Brit is I. orei · n 8ecretary B vin 

ho h a re onant voic • B vin led in the sining 

of an old Fnglish drinkin son: "T"e mo ewe are 

toget er, th r ier we'll be.w Ad that mi ht have 

been taken as the hopeful note for international 

conference.a . 

ome few discordant notes are heard like 

an oviet blast against colonial t ■,•ztaiiaa 

imperialism. he oscow radio tod y delivered a 

bro side against what it called nThe Reactionary 

Colonial ~ystem." And this was pointed in the 

direction of Indon ia -- here the British are t17 ing 

to u on an Indonesian insurr ction in Java. New 

h cVy i htin report 
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m '-~ f 1 r i t. 1· a L that. h ' om uni t g iru in 

bQ v i 0 not, s1 r wit.. rinci l r s of 

mocrac Ol t t an tic a t r. · ve rthel s , 

1·e cogni z oru unist ars t lto. 



ere ' a re o t on t.h v.ar r m an 

i 1 t ere ti '.'! our e the O 1.o' • t t Th - - yo £1 e epar men. 

mok e~ters of the J ap anes e C it 1 h d a clo ~e -up 

o that fla ming phen onenon, the fire bombing of Tokyo. 

o ow do t.hey size it up? ~·ze is th word size 

siz of the firs. 

Officia figur s were g iven today which 

ho that in the bombing of Tokyo, mo . e than six 

hundred and fiv t housand homes anc buildings were 

destroyed. How many pe~ple made homeless? More than 

one willion one hundred thousand families. So says 

t e lokyo tire epartment -- which should know. 

1''rom fire to crime. -- They' re having a 

crime w v in Japan. This its the picture in most 

post-war countries. The J panese olice announce 

who 1 s a 1 e arr e ts , mo 1· e than a thous rind persons 1 o ck e d 

up -- charged with various-y f robbery and 

burg ary. 

On spectacular crim a reported at the 

Citv of O n)lllla , where a ., n of ten crooks held up 



t o or o ~ a 11 u r · 

· r J r i P or au members i rn i l, , ~ ~tuff ed 

l, l i ock l s ith f ive t ou n i't._n in c a sh. After 

which tl1ey drank u mot of the stock in th~ liquor 

slor • ' h y g uzz l ed mo ot of thP Saki. Not co unting 

t er bev er age s of a more estern sort. The ten 

bandits ere hardly able to walk, as they lurched out 

for a stagge rin etaway . 

And here's word from th. Imperial Palace 

in Toky o. e are told that Hirohito will • ■ t no 

lon ger partici~ate · in publ ic religious festivals . 

He i ll k e his ~hintoism within the Palace --

indoors. 1 his was announc d today b the Imperial 

housenol, and 1ollows the order given by G ne ral 

MacArthur fo the abolition of St te Sbintosim -- the 

Cult of ancestor wors i as p erverted to the uses 

of Japa"ese Militarism . 

I hav e no d oubt t h · t J ap an wil l be well 

ri ct o f ta te nint i m, but jut>t. the sam th ere is 

angle that caus e s a s lig h t t in e 0 regret. The 
one 



:· ounc 
nt ma e y th I m. •rial Hu P. .old •tates 

t ha t H i r o 1 i t o w i 11 o 1 o ng r r po r t to hi s an c e s to rs • 

itherto, accor n to im morial custom, 

Ln e Empe or 0 1· Ja pan has from time to time made a 

so le mn p ilgrimage to the gr n hrine of Ise to 

re ort to his illustri us ancestors on affairs of 

state -- how thins were g ing in Japan. Only recently 

at Movietone Newsreel we had a pictures ue bit of 

film showing Hironito at a shirine -- breaking the 

news to ikados of the past, the bad news that Japan 

h d lost the war. It must have b en••• embarrassing. 

Well, that ancient ceremony is now being•'• 

abolished, and it seems a pity. Because it lways was 

a uaint an c rious thing to relate -- the Emperor 

of J a n making a rep~rt to his ancestors. 
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Fro m Germany co mes a s ombre bit of chur ch 

nes - - a Chri s tmas appe al is ued by reli g ious a■ 

author it ies in Berlin. They ask the people of the city 

to atop tearing up the damaged churches to get wood for 

r 1 -~~ ~ ~ <!..~o-. ..z,e ~ )':'wi ,.-:;_ ...t....:..-.rr' W ~ ~ 
Winter is cold in the ruins of Berlin, ••• 

and t ere is little to provide heat. The inhabitants 

resort to almo s t anything to get so ■ething to burn, 

~ 
They~o to wrecked churches and rip out old masterpiece• 

of woodwork.They tear up the fJoors and cho p up pewa 

that are centuries old. They tear aaasive doors fro■ 

their hinges, doors with valuable old carvings, andt4,. 
-~~~~ 

(l/\(even burn~/ 11:1 alts~ ' , 
I- ~ 

So on Christmas eve the church authorities ! 

have asked people to stop,( ..t:Melp te preser•e what 

remains of the churches. 
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0 i I tton li mon :1 is 

i . t re . tin , ce i in row of 

' 1' V '• n 1 c: t a m 1 . Re wa urie on hristmas 

v in ux m o r th co untr , in which he 

com n e om e o is arcr- st fi ., htin 0 • Patto drove 

.1 tans into Luxembourg in the Battle of the ulge 

~o co ter-t1rust against the German offensive that 

loo s o i' rcatening then, the la · t c angerous kick 

of the Na z i war machine. His funeral today w~s 

atten ed by the highest military rank1 in thron s. The 

chief mourner -- Mrs. Patton. 



It was appropriate for the Vatican to 

name the new Cad. 1 · r 1na sin a Christ~as announcement. A 

distribution of red hats was expected, no new Cardinals 

having been created s~nce before the y~ars of wartime -

,&,:~ a great dec:-ease in the number of electors 

for the choosing of a Roman Pontiff. 

Yost of the noainations made by Pope Pius 

the Twelfth cause no surprise - like the naaing of 

four a■, new American Cardinals, giving the United 

States five princes of the church in all. lor was it 

••• astonishing that the list of thirty -two was spread 

so widely over the world, new Cardinals in Nineteen 

~-••atari-e• ~ thereby eliainating the traditional 

majority of Italians in the sacred college. But it is 

unexpected to find - a Chinese Cardinal.The explanation 

lies in the increasing i ■portance of Christianity in 

the Far East. 

There is one surprise of omission - no 

Irish Cardinal named. Of course there is no lack of 

Irish names in the college of Cardinals - four of the 



POPE - 2 

- 4-J ... ;'1. 
five Americans be · ng of Irish blood ol ancestry. But 

,'. 

Ireland, itself, so long a bastion of Roman catholicism 

is l eft without a red hat. lax••• One wonders - wh1? 

To ay, Christmas Eve, Pope Pius the 

Twelfth followed the naming of the Cardinals with a 

Christmas message -- in hich he gave a warning against 

Totalitari anism , the despotic rule of governments 

over lives of their citizens. 1 The ty,ranny of the 

total state must be brought to an end in the world,• 

declared 
iaaaixai the Pontiff. 

A 



FRANCE -- --

In France a 1 the evenin newspapers 

tonight reported a thing not yet officially disclosed -
devaluation 

the~•••l•a•1 /'of the franc. There is journalistic 

unanimity in saying that an announcement will be made 

tonight ■z■ or tomorrow aorning - an announce■ent that 

the value of the franc wil l be cut. 

Right now the unit of French currency is, 

at least theoretically - fifty-francs to the dollar. 

The cut will be drastic - the value of the franc to be 

fixed at four-hundred-and-eighty to the pound, or about 

a-hundred-and-nineteen to the dollar. · , devaluation 

move by the Degaulle government has been talked of 

for •• weeks. low .it is about to happen - accordin& 

to the French newspapers. 



Vi 0 us c l r a tion t ~uh j ct of l a 

. t, t ' i tion a · d in to .n 

t, J · Pri me . ,inist Fr a r e r of N z aland. 

0 .. i y to e f.r t me ting of th~ G~neral 

... m Y th e U .. 0. hic h i l be . . l d in London 

•~ on Ja nuar 1 en . At Lhi me e tin h A s embly 

wil l fin a l 
... 

o nj\ p e rm a !1 n t, s i t c an d t, e r e decia 

aland re ier avors Hye P rk, home of the late 

P si ent oo s v , lt. 

Te ue stion has been a su ject of lively 

oeb te. irst it was a unstion• of -- Europe or 

Am rica. Awe~ica won out. Then -- would it e st 

o t o r e s t Co as t? r he d e c 1 ion w ·t s East Coast. 

A a no , tl U.N. O. a til to make u p its mind 

ha ce on the · st Coast of the United tates will 

be the per q~e n L site of th United tions Organization 

he e· u lau -- Premier W:lS, to be in with, 

in t 
. s t a v r 0.1. e f oa st -- n arer to Ne Zeala a. 

ot ar f or New Zeal nders to tr :- v -1. But , since -G_ 
IM...~ 

site the East oast that h tibs I l o t outf. the on 
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1a v r i s Pa r 

ri P. inist r Fr ze r 

t t at i oi _; t o e m t l ll t:; o t, h U. l. O. 

A ~m b l 1 L nd n to i ht or to thin • One the 

bo 1 tion o th · veto ower o t he Bi g Thr e. He 

s ys the absolute v to, which was ado p ted at the 

eman of ·ovi t nu ia, is unde mocr tic and 

a ainst th pirit of the Oni ed Nations xi -- nd 

an inju · tic e to the smaller countri e s. 

~ is 

e o her thing that h inten d · to champion 

th loosevelt Home own. 

Tne kind of argument that he is oing to put 

u b fore the assembly of the U.N.O. was illustrated 

in as ington to ay, when he gave a ort o xak1r11ixx 

rehe rsal. Cnampioning the town in Dutchess County, 

he sound ike a local Dutchess County boo s t er: 

"A more beautiful olace could~'t be found," he 

excl alme f r vent y . "Hyde Park is only sixty miles 

rom 

, u . 

w Yor , with marve o;~w-~ thP. •~ 

n a d L h e b au t if u 1 ' a ts i 11 s • " I' Al ;!';:( ?- II~. 
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rim _ 1 iste , in a it. t o ut.ch s County 

, r cit that . 



QBASij 

The hrmy hir torce ia investigating the 

tran 
c se of a C-47 Transport Plane which f lew for 

at ous and miles without a crew, ana crashed near 

C illic othe, Ohio. 

The big plane, witl a six-man crew, •son 

a routine flight from Denver, ~olorado, to Lincoln 

ebraska, when it got into trouble -- icing conditions. 

The controls became sluggish, wouldn't work because 

of accumulating ice. ~he crew bailed out near 

Dwight, Nebraska. 

The automatic pilot was set, whioh steered 

the plane mechanically -- and that provides the 

curious angle. Ihe automatic pilot was set for a 

cours e to the Nor1brest. That should ha ve taken the 

pl ane up toward Mont na. But, ••• someho, the plane 

without a crew reversed its directio, and flew the 

pp osite way -- to Ohio. tliere, it came «a don 

&mas bang on a farm. 

The local farm .eople , he rin the crash, 

investigated. They f ound the wreck, but no crew. 



Thy upp osed that the airmen mu t have bailed out 

somewhere in the vicinit: . 'l ey started a search, 

the Sheriff organizing a rescue party. The hunt was 

on for miles over the countryside• Then the word came 

~e bi plane had flown a thousand miles without 

a crew. 



'fhUMAN --- -
A hristmas declaration has just been 

issue by the White House -- as President Truman leads 

the nation in a pray e r of thanks forUiis first 

peacetime Christmas in four years. "l don't believe,w 

says the President, •That there is one problea in 

this country, or in the world today, which could 

not be settled -- if approached with the teaching ot 

the sermon on the mount." 
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