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GOOD EVENING, EVERYBODY: 

The Russian drive on Berlin is in full swing. 

So say the Germans tonight. The Beds within seven 

mile a of the outskirts of the c it.7, and pouring 

aoroas both the Oder and the leisse; with farious 

air battles overhead. osco• saye nothing about this. 

I am broadcasting tonight from Supreme 

Allied Army Headquarters . The tall. here today -- aside 

from the Russian drive -- has centered largel1 aroull.d 

the topic of the Nazi lurdei' Camps that have been 

liberated by the advancing First and Third Armies. 

General Patton was the first, I believ<?, to issue an 

order that as many German civilians, and military 
people too as transportation facilities will allow, 
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take the burgomeister and his wife, who visited 

Buchenwald at Gen eral Patton'. s request ., and who saw 

the gallows where the mass hangings had taken place 

daily, the torture chambers you no doubt have read 

or heard about by now, the furnaces, the~iles of 

human bones, 7es and. the piles of dead. What is more, 

trey saw the e'ighteen thousand pitiful creatures who 

are still in that Buchenwald camp, eighteen thousand 

remaining of the fifty thousand who were ja•med into . 

the place shortly before our troops got there. That 

bu.rgomeister and his wife, loyal Geraans, went home so 

overwhelmed with shame that they killed themselves. 

One of our top Air Forces generals bad been 

discussing these things with a Lieutenant General who bad 

just been captured. The German military leader --

one of the old school -- sai~ he had fought simply 

because the government in power had ordered him to do 
so. He considered that the honorable thing to do, sin ,oe 
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fighting is a sol~ier ' s profession . A for the 

stories of th~ azi Murder Camps, he d nied that he 

bad heard of them, and was sure o such places 

existed. hereupon our Air force general brought in 

pictures taken that very day. The Germa~ general looked 

at the in apparent horror, and then broke down. He 

said: "I have loet my country. I have lost y fa11il7. 

And now, from what you tell me and from what I see here 

with my own eyes, I have lost 111 honor.• He, too, 

wanted to kill himself. 

The Murder Camp at Buchenwald, the largest of 

all those liberated thus far -- and this makes it all 

the more tragic, the depth to which a modern nation 

has fallen -- this camp is on the outskirts of the 

once famous and fair city of Weimar, referred to in 

times gone by as the Athens of ermaLy, center of 

German culture, home of Goethe and Sc hiller, and 

birthplace of the Nineteen Nineteen German Republic . 
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I am not going to give you a etailed descrip

tion of that Camp near eimar. Although i is after 

midnight over here in Europe. at Supreme Allied Head

quarters, I haven't forgotten that this is the d:ilner 

hour in countless American homes. You will bear more 

of these urder Camps from others, and you will see 

pictures of them. You may even see my picture, for I 

learned after I hurried out of on~ coapound from 

which I couldn't get away soon enough -- I learned that 

press- photographers ha -d been snapping pictuxes at the 

time. There were a dozen or more persons in the 

oompound at the time. 

--o- -

I wouldn't be surprised if we• re in for a 

period of mass suicide in Ger any, the country which 

already has committed national suicide. Take the scene 

in the great City Hall in Leipzig this orning, when 

our troops entered and found high officials slumped 

over their desks. There •~re two Ger an generals a ong 

them, one on one side of a d-esk, the other on the o'tber 
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taken in the Ruhr, there ere t enty-fotr generals 

and one Admiral. And he adds that •the enea1'e losses 

in killed and wounded will never be accuratel1 known. 

On top of this tonight co es the wcrd that the 

big Hartz Pocket, in the ugged am heavily forested 

Bartz ountains, around hicb I flew onl1 yesterday, 

has been mopped up . Great forest f" es were burning 

in some of the towns in Bartz that we could see fro ■ 

the plane. 

--o--

Let's keep in aind, as we hear and read about the 

victories of our on A erican soldiers, that our Allies 

are also doing a great job against the re ■aining 

Ger ans; the az is in the G ironde Area surrendering 

toda1 to the French, which means that the Allies will 

oon be able to use the great port of Bor eaux; the 

British, Canadians and Poles winning ore victories 

o er th Ger ans in Bolland, an aroun the great 

Geraan seaports of Bre en and Ha burg, which ay be in 

t long' although at Ba burg the cit1 heir hands before 
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is across a broad estuary, a formidable barri•r. 

And far to the South .the French are sweeping ahead 

at hi.gh speed, southwest of Stutt.ga.rt a:nd on dow-n to 

the Swiss border. 

Oh yest and t -oday probably ma.t-k& the end of 

Bitler'a navy. By hic 'h I tnean the announoeaent that 

the R. A. F.. has knocked out t be last Geraan pocket 

b~ttlesbip, the Lutzow. 

And no1r, for 11ore news about the wa:r, a.ad-, 

American new·s that I wish I o,t:>uld hear, I return you 

to Radio City -- to Bugh Gibson. 

--0--



On Okina , the b. dTiv for the final c pture 

of th island i on, and gre t progre s as m d tod y. 

Tb com nd r of th A erican inva ion orcea, 'ajor 

Gener 1 Hod e , describe th advance in thee ords: 

" driv hrou h he heart of the ene y's ain line of 

resi ., nc and into key territory." 

The m h for ad a made under cov r of a 

trem ndous bomba dment - by bombing planes, arships 

guns, and mas ed land artillery. The terrain in front 

'of th advancin troope wa simply smothered by bomba 

and shell~. Yet the going as tou b, the resistance 

bitter. The Japs were underground, as usual, and thy 

s armed out for a savage fight. The marine• nd army 

soldierc battled for ard ith tanks and flame throw rs. 

The prospect are the s me as u ual in the 

Pa ific a . The enemy will have to be destroyed 

practically to the last 
---~man in 

combat. 



hi h American officer stated today: !I x~ii 
\ 

"We all now that we must still use ab o torch and a 

get the J ps out of their caves." 



fOLLO_QKl!! A_ 

.. 

The latest from Okinawa teila of a drive for 

nearly a mile th,raugb powerful lines !)f eJ1e:my 

fortifications that are said to be five ~ilea deep . 

Sixty thousand Japs are making a desperate fight. 



\ with ~- sif\ •~ lnderBbip can ju■p forward and do a lot_ 

} and_tbe S..Pgeant ·-f-rom Lo.uisiana did. 

Mear~y was an American tank. Whittington ran to 

it, and jumped aboard. Riding the tank, hw shouted orders 

into t•e turret - orders for the tank driver to move up 

and squ~re off against the cotin of Razi araor. The tank 
I\ 

~o~ L f-1, 
....t, the s~rgeant still riding it. And he held his positio 

astride the tank, directing the duel of guns. A■erican 

shells hit the leading German~and knocked it out ,,.. 

of co mission. The ~isabled tank blocked the rest of the 

panzer colu■n. Whereupon the Sergeant shouted orders to 

his ■en ·at the roadblock, and they swarmed up with 

hand-grenades and bazookas - against the stalled roluan 

of German armor. They blasted and knocked out one panzer 

after ano-t·ber. German infantry was coming up, and the 

Sergeant led a bayonet atta ck that drove them off. 

The roa dblock was s aved - all bec a us ~ of his 

gift of leadership. 



Some more poetic justice was put r . 
)If e Nazi horror camp. Bear Hannover, t Allied troops, 

upon occupying a concentration camp, found the usual 

atrocity - heaped up bodies of people murdered by the 

Nazis. The other day_ German civilianz were compelled -t.o 

make a tour of a similar place at Weimar, and survey 

with their own eyes the hideous evi ences of Nazi 

\ eavagry. t Hannover, Hazi Stora Troopers of the 
... 

Re 14.ef were · a ken into the place of horror - andA they 

fa i ·, were compelled to bury the bodies. They were not 

. 
so ~rrogant, those Hitler Stor~ Troopers, as they did 

gruesome work under the muzzles of British tommy guns. 
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ha jn o cu id G rm n u c n pick our o n rumor -

and ou'll al• s ind ome G rman ci vili n ho ill s ay 

J ' a ' i 1., . 

his pa ticular ne spa pe m n cites things 

that h has en told by Germans - a bout oering, for 

ex m le. "B s GoP in been rilled?" he a s ' d. Some 

Ger ans decl red h Goerin had been murdered on order 

from Gestapo Chi Himmler. Oth e asserted he was 

kille in an ai -ra i d . An other version wa tha Hitler's 

lon time umb r Tw o man died of drug takin - he is 

known o have been a drug a ict in times ast. Still 

another story was th at Goering as as assinated uy the 

Ge man an i- a z i un der round. 
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a li of 11th umo circu a in am ong Ge man 

civi ns bout Fue hrer. 



TO AN --- -

The ha b n a c han 1 e n th ne secre t i t t 
I 

the h ite Bous 

t T k 0 now there 

i a ha - 0 

As ecre ta y fo Pr ess an Ra io, Pre ent T uman 

na med J. Leon a r Rein s ch, who ha bP.en man aging 

directo r of three ra io st ations. Now he's out - - after 

hav in been on the White Hou s e job for only about a week. 

Pre ident Tru man today explained that the radio 

stati n owner had sent him a telegram, asking that 

einsch be allo ed to return to his former job. Be was 

urgently nee ed because of his technical knowledge. 

fai The President agreed to that, and thereu on 

selecte another secretary to handle press and radio 

Charles G. Ross, hington correspooo.ent of the St. 

Louis Post - Dispatch. 

( To ay's announce ent b Pre~eat Truman 

was a bit prematu e, as the new President himself 

explained. 
He' s an ol friend of Charlie R<JE. 



They D o hi h 

Tru an talked t hin 

ho 1 o ether . La · t night Pre s i dent 

over i h hi · , n to ay the 

Pre s i dent s a i d t ha t he and harl i had grown a bit 

senti e nta l ta l k in about old ti ~es in Mi ss ouri. 

hey alle up the i r one-ti e high s c hool teacher, Miss 

•atiida Brown of Independence, and they al s o had a 

telephone chat with members of the family of Charlie 

Ross. In other words, they spread the word around a•~~ 

considerably out in Missouri, They had intended to keep 

the appo i ntment a secret for the present, but with so 

many of the hoe folks knowing it, they were afraid that 

it ~ight leak out. Hence the announce~ent toiay. ) 
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Th at co posi ion has 

ince , bu nobody ever 

ace pt d the invit a ion to the dance u til last nigh t -

To c nini 
hen aes o ~~ x lllliu was con ducting it a Holly oo d . 

a concert of the Los n eles Sy mphony Orche ra, 

the Invita ion he ance as bein 1 yed in in iring 

Toscani i s tyl e when, lo and behol, the invitation was 

accept d! Up on o the orchestra platfo rm bounded a 

slender oung woman ins Ec:s, an she ent waltzing 

across the sta e i h hi h kicks and pirouettes . 

T~t ae stro as a oni hed, the orchestra mu icians were 

ast on i hed - but · e. ri ght on a i Everybody a 

as oni he . Th au 1 nee a pla uded. Th orche tra manager 

bound do n the s a e and tried t int rcep the young 

la , bu she a nced ri ht a rwnd h· 
lm. 

me n 
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T e 1n co_n d he oun o n an c . i d he of£ 

0 • h prot s ed inii nant l er v 1 se ems 

o be he i re is n invit a ion to a danc i ought 

o e ace pted . ny y, he dee d th at h hre e co ps, 

in r movin h from he s t a e, commi ted an act of 

di r ect - di re pec t to er n also to To canini . 
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