
NIXON 

~ 

President N ix on f}>~7.~ 
:ojJS'- on nationwide radio 

a11d t e le ision tonight-= and announced that our military 

forces i n lU. aw Vietnam I i ll be reduc e d by another 

fift y thousand men by April fifteenth. 1·his would bring 

~ 
the total announced reduction to a hundred and Jijfear, 

tho1tsand troops since tire time Mr. Nixon took office 

011 Januar,, twentieth when our total troop strength i,a 

Vietnam was about five liund,,.ed and forty thousand. 

spedl ing from his White House office, the 

Pr e sident told the nat i on: "This reduction is anotlter 

orderly step in our Plan for peace in Vietnam. It marks 

further progress in turning over the defense of South 

Vietnam to the South Vietnamese. It is another clear 

sign of our readiness to end the war and to achieve 

a just peace." 

Still, the President was only "cautiously 

optimistic" abottt the situation, over all. W i t h re gr e t , 



NIXON - 2 

1, e rep or t e d n o Pr ogre s s in t he Par i s pea c e ta l k s -

b "t de s Pit e this , he prom is e d to con tin" e effort s to 

acllieve a negotiated peace. But he ruled out this 



SENATE folloi Vietnam 

Tlie Senate - expressing fears that the 

United Stales coiild be drawn into another war like 

Vietnam today approved a provision that would bar 

American combat troops from Laos and Thailand. The 

-vote - taken after a secret ,,., 88 •••r debatA was 

seventy-two to seventeen'-/.n favor of the restriction 

which was attached to the defense money bill. 



VIETNAM 

In Saigon America~ilitary ~ are 
A /' 

predicting a nei wave of e nemy attacks during the 

days immediately preceding Christmas. The period 

~ ncnr i nclude s three Vietnamese holidays•and.Aattacks~ 

~~~ ... may coincide with ~chr•f fl•••• 
1f 

,Uas Jn Saigon, police again battled some z111,o,o two 

hu.ndred Cambodian monks who used bricks and knives 

,-v-v, 
in a protest ...,..t alleged discrimination a(!!i!ist South 

Vietnam's Cambodian minority. Thirty police-- were 

injured before tear gas 11,u fi11 ··v restored order. • 



PANAMA 

T It e overt llrow of Pana ma's strong man -

General Omar Torrijos - came about because he refused 

-~~((., 
lo share dictatorial powers -- ~ also perm ·tted two 

kn own C om nu, n i st s t o j o in t Ii e R • • x A~ Pan a ma n i an 

government. Tlial 's tlie explanation given by a national 

gllard officer - a spokesman for the military leaders 

who carried out the bloodless coup yesterday while 

-Torrijos was in Mexico City - at .._ race track. Tlie 

"' 
spokesman also said /\Torrijos would not be allowed to 

retrcrn to Pa.nama.- 7F: communique promises popular 
,< 

elections next year. 



MID EAST 

Israeli bombing planes continued to strike 

~ 
targets inf\ Egypt and Jordan - while an exchange of 

tafflk and artiller fire rattled across the Jordanian 

border. In J rusalem, Premier Golda Meir announced 

a new cabinet - the most notable edition being General 

E£er Weisman, who led the victorious Israeli air force 

-~-in the Nineteen. Sixty Seven~ Be beco ·mes Minister of 

Tr an s p or t - a j ob of v i ta l i mp or ta n c e t o x~~ Is r a e l ' s 

miiitary arm. 



BENEFITS 

The House has approved a fifte~ ;, per cent 

i,icrease in Social Security b e nefits for twenty-five 

million persons, the entire Social Security enrollmeJ1t. 

1l •:JJ calls for ~ no additional Social Security taxes 

at this time. If all goes accordl.ng to plan, the boost 

worlld begin on New Year's Day. The House measure 

••., becomes part of the tax reform bill ~ now being 

neg iated by the eta Conference Committee. Floor 

leaders hope the final version will be on President 

Nixon's desk before Christmas. 



POPE 

In his tradit i onal sp ee ch summ i ng up the year, 

Pope Paul referr e d to th e gro wing number of priests 

,uho are abandoning their a-«•• vows,d:: calle:f'.:this 
I'- /' 

~ 
''personal crown of thorns." Ags••• he confirmed that 

••11• he'{ do •• nothing to ch~nge ;he church law on 

~'4. 
priestly celibacy,Athe main cause of dissention. A 

t'atka• 9"81H'e& ••a• v•••ealH- "f::t' Pope Paul this year 
A 

w i ll de li v er hi s C hr i s t m as m e s sage t o the world on 

,,.,,e e loas J ea r8-F· 



PANTHERS 

A group of militant negroes in Chicago have 

declar d what they call "a cllrfew", for while people 

to ta)' o Lt t of bl a ck n e i g h b or II o o d s i n Chic ago •« bet we en 

the ho11rs of six p. m. and six a.m. A~okesman says 

ii' a matt er of tr i ng to protect white people.,,. 

reaction to the recent 

slaying of two leaders 

Mayor saying -

law into his own 

In New York, former U N Ambas ador Arthr,r 

Goldberg and twen.ty five other <civil Rights •• legal and 

~.c.R4' 
political leaders ..,.. plans to form an independent 

commi ion - to look into the police treatment of panthers 

in Chicago and othe r cities. 



GUNS 

Doctor Millon Eisenhower - in an interview 

loda,, - took a strong position 011 the controversial issue 

of hand guns - a11d who should be allowed to have them. 

J0IJl,i Windi,i.g 11p near/ ti o years as chairman of the 

Commission on Viole11ce, he said oaly a limited number 

of America,is need pistols. "The day is coming" said 

he "when we're going to have ·a 

licensing." ~ Eisenhower 

system of restrictive 

went on to say - "I'm 

not worried about sllot guns and rifles used by sportsmen. 

But the hand gun - or pistol - is a diffe ·rent matter. 

Practically none of these ,is a sports gun - the only 

p u r p o s e i s t o k ill . A n d we have t went y-f iv e m ill ion 

hand guns in the United States mostly imported and 

b " very cheap - anyone ~an uy one. 



BALLOON 

EI v n ) ear old Rick Snyder, i, ::!-;:,.. ilJpl 

toda_ 
Cl. 

a/fer ~ ride -~~ 
in a run-away ballooA that ended 

in th icy waters of the Minnesota River. It began 

, ,esterday a Part of the half-time --- show at the 

Minnesota-Vikings-Sa,i Francisco football game at 

Metropolitan Stadium. Youn.g Rick got into /he basket 

w i t II hi s m o t her , w h o i s ' a l i c en s e d tr.bu b al loon i st. 

-# ~~~-~ 
R1A & i! ~ di d n ' t r i s e A. s he g o t o u t " t h " n i t di d r i s e , 

breaking the m oaring rope and soaring ,f1llf'.r.:%-, 



ARCHER 

The s,,b,,rbs of Melbourne, Australia -

t €rrorized tonight by a hold-up man ..._ armt•iMiitf 

with a bow 1and a quiver ~~ of arrows. The robber 

walked into a dair,, establishment - pointing his drawn 

bow and ~k arrow at a l oung woman clerk1 __. demanding 

all the money. & escaped with tliirty dollars. Minutes 

'I-~~ ~14~~ 
later,,,(. the archer tia str ·uck again • Thornbury. 

~ 
- ct u•I 

t-,: • n ·•a• a u,:. Tliis time escaping with three hundred 

dollars ..• -~ ~ .,,.,. .A~~ ~ ~? 
we~~v~-Rt 
~ -vt ~-to~~ 
~ /J- ___ j2 



STAMPS 

.~ -- .s A Houseromm ittee appro v e/( a pro v ision 

Jrltid==tP..,._ require able-bodied adults to a..£_E!Pt a job- Jc"fo~ 
. ~~ -A 

before ....... recei•~ food stamps, in the anti-poverty 

A ~ 
program. Under the plan~"•,• ~•• Id •• no food stamps 

dL'1 
-~students wl,o depe,ad 
~ 

•"l•• for strikers, hippies, 

on UacJ ► parents fnr support. 



TAXES 

Pres i , "' Nixon and tj~ U S Treasury officials 

-flrw--
made ii clear today A they strongly oppose any increase 

in the /fr•••t present six hundred dollar personal 

ex mption for income taxes. The President alrefldy has 

threatened to eto any tax reform bill which contat,u a11 

a 
eight hu .. dred dollar exemption along with fifteen percent 

- I\ 

boost in Social Security benefits. 


