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President Nixon nr on nationwide rad:o
and television tonight —~and announced that our military
forces in Vdwmew Vietnam will be reduced by another
fifty thousand men by April fifteenth. This would bring
the total announced reduction to a hundred and fifdeon
thousand troops since the time Mr. Nixon took office
on January ltwentieth when our total troop sirength in
Vietnam was about five hundved and forty thousand.

Spedking from his White House office, the
President told the nmation: "This reducltion is another
orderly step in our plan for peace imn Vietnam. It marks
further progress in turning over the defemnse of South
Vietnam to the South Vietmamese. It is another clear
sign of our readiness to end the war and lo achieve
a just peace."

Still, the President was only 'cautiously

optimistic" aboult the situation, over all. With regret,
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he reported no progress in the Paris peace talks -
but despite this, he promised to continue efforts to
achieve a negotiated peace. But he ruled out this

nation's acceptance of a Communist regime in Saigon
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SENATE follow Vietnam
The Senate - expressing fears that the
United States could be drawn into another war like
Vielnam today approved a provision that would bar
American combat troops from Laos and Thailand. The
«—

vote - taken after a secrel rree—ipowrn debati‘, was

seventy—two to sevenleen\{in favor of the restriction

——
-— —

which was attached to the defense money bill.




VIETNAM

In Saigon America%\UrJilitary m are

/\

predicting a new wave of enemy attacks during the
days immediately preceding Christmas. The period

’

iwaw includes three Vieltnamese holidays'andhattacksjv-(

& /
Mm ]
may coincide with eachyof—them

»

Adse In Saigon, police again battled some 2woo two

hundred Cambodian monks who used bricks and knives

in a protest ogmoxalleged discrimination against South

Vietnam's Cambodian minority. Thirty policemwsn were

injured before tear gas shutte—fimmilsyx restored order.




PANAMA

The overthrow of Panama's strong man -

General Omar Torrijos - came about because he refused
to share dictatorial powers -- -oxd also permitted two

——

known Communists to join the';aaxt-u Panamanian
government. That's the explanation given by a national
guard officer - a spokesman for the mililary leaders
who carried out the bloodless coup yesterday while

a
Torrijos was in Mexico City - at t’\. race track. The

-’&&\A\
spokesman also saidATorrijos would not be allowed to

return to Panamae - q-communique promises popular

elections next year.




MID EAST

Israeli bombing planes continued to strike
targetls inAEgypt and Jordan - while an exchange of
tamk and artillery fire rattled across the iqrdan_gan
border. In Jevusalem, Premier Golda Meir announced
a new cabinet - the most notable edition being General
Ezer Weisman, who led the victorious Israeli air force
in the Nineteen Sixty.SevenA . He becomes Minister of
Transport - a job of vital importance to xksoxwedi Israel's

miiitary arm.




BENEFITS

The House has approved a fifteen percent
increase in Social Security benefits for twenty=five
million persons, the entire Social Security enrvollment.
“I calls for mom no additional Social Security taxes
at this time. If all goes according to plan, the boost
would begin on New Year's Day. The House measure
now becomes part of the tax reform bill # now being
negotiated by the &ix Conferemce Committee. Floor
leaders hope the final version will be on President

Nixon's desk before Chrisimas.




POPE

In his traditional speech summing up the year,
Pope Paul referred to the growing number of priests
k]
who are abandoning their wmaew vows, called /# his

"personal crown of thorns." Aguim, he confirmed that

)
heis hegdo 81 nolhing to change the church law on

el W
priestly celibacy.Athe main cause of dissention. A

Mftope Paul this year
A

will deliver his Christmas message to the world on

Christmas Dayaettseif—~—satior—than—in—adiancor—as—in

Pr-evivNs T YearSy
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i PANTHERS L

A group of militant negroes in Chicago have

! declared whatl they call "a curfew" , for while people

i to stay out of black neighborhoods in Chicago aa between
t

the hours of six p.m. and six a.m. A’Zokesman says

it's a maltter of trying to protect white people, we

; A

AT IR et o0 This comes as reaction to the recent

slaying of two black pgnther leaders by poli Chicago
Mayor Richard ley had his reaction-also, saying -
//
"mo one hg,(the authority to take the law into his own
!
.

4

P
hayl,/ldon’t think tk,@mﬂ!k there'll be a curfew."

In New York, form\er U N Ambassador Arthur

Goldberg and twenty five other Civil Rights a® legal and

political leaders gT plans to form an independent

commission - to look into the police treatment of panthers

in Chicago and other cities.




GUNS

Doctor Milton Eisenhower - in an interview
today - took a stromng position on the controversial issue
of hand guns - and who should be allowed to have them.
Won Winding up nearly two years as chairman of the
Commission on Violence, he said omly a limited number
of Americans need pistols. "The day is coming" said

he "when we're going to have 'a system of restrictive

licensing." % Eisenhower went on to say - "I'm

A

not worried about shot guns and rifles used by sporitsmen.
But the hand gunm - or pistol - is a different malter.
Practically none of theseris a sports gun - the only
purpose is to kill. And we have iwenty=~five million

hand guns in the United Slates - mostly imported and

very cheap - anyome can buy one."”




BALLOON

R Eleven vear old Rick Snyder, ism
L'Z -

QU ) R
today - after Xs ride in a run-away balloon that ended
A

in lhe icy waters of the Minnesota River. It began
vesterday as part of the half-time siumen show at the
Minnesota-Vikings-San Francisco football game at
Metropolitan Stadium. Young Rick got into the basket

with his mother, who is‘a licensed babox balloonist.

Zo ckeely S~ and

—o
wwew{i didn't vise,she got out j then it did rise,

; W/ &
breaking the mooring rope and soaring

little Rick on board, alone. "As it flew out of the

-—

stadiumg, Rick =ayx "I looked for a good landing spot

Y 2he allpon . Tlew Lo

and opened the panel whizh deflate* saw the
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ARCHER
The suburbs of Melbourne, Australia -

terrorvized tonight by a hold-up man “armﬂ%ﬁww’
with a bow)and a quiver fw¥E of arvows. The robber
walked inlo a dairy establishment - pointing his drawn
bow and matk arvow at a young woman clerk)-t demanding

all the money. He escaped wilth thirty dollars. Minutes

4 wKea Aoy, _nthe aubun b B

later,Athe archer box struck again i Thornbury, - shawd-

foarsitveo—ewwy. This time escaping with three hundred

sontbon . ol (B it M Hood ?
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STAMPS

— S
A Housefomm ittee approveA a provision
require able_-bodaed adults to accept a job~ joTo

2l 4348, T
befors( /( recei food slamps.,‘in the anti-poverty

program. Under the plan W no food stamps

(1
esthor for strikers, hippies, tz#students who depend

on #Feve parents for support.
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TAXES
President Nixon and thex U S Treasury officials
made il clear lpday/l they strongly oppose any increase
in the pxesnk present six hundred dollar personal
exemption for income taxes. The President already has
threatened to veto any tax reform bill which contains an
a

eight hui.dred dollar exemplion along _w_itl;\fifteen percent

boost in Social Security benefits.



