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Big Four is & story from London, out?

lining one particular

idea that Stalin is said to be prepared to lay before

Churchill and Roosevelt. It won't be of so much

interest to Chiang Kai-shek, because it concerns the

question of what to do about Germany after the war -
Bt e, it st

a question that is being hotly debated far and wide.

¥ British familiar with Soviet policy, declare that

Stalin will lay before Churchill and Roosevelt two tenets,

in which he believes!—

One,i! that Nazi @ermany systemmatically set

out to kill off the manpower of conquered lands - such

as Poland, France, czechoslovakia, Russia - the Nazi idea

being to reduce the number »# men in those countries. |

Secondly, Stalin contends that the Germans

1d
B8l 4uvece that should they, JoRsUieuar, Sy Eas bui

& fighting population in another ten or fifteen years,
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while their former enemies are still weakened from the
destruction of life inflicted on them.

So the Stalin plan is to block that idea, and
keep the Germans from utilizing their manpower for
another onslaught. How to do that? By conscripting

millions of Germans for forced labor - make them work

for years to rebuild the huge areas that Hitler has
devzusta’ced.!E London believes that Stalin, in planning

the reconstruction of the ruined sections of Russia,

a.vwci“

is prepared to make -hR demand for German manpower

Yramg mes F
as labor - several million Aprobably. The argument is

that it Ws not only just for Germamy to repair what

Gerzany wrecked, but also the taking away of millions of |
{

young men would prevent the Germans from building up an

army again, end would tend to deNazify those young

. ]
Germans - bring them in contact with other peoples

ldeas, and indoctrinate them against the Hitler du-eou,
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Such, we are told, is what Stalin has to say
about the post-wa_f handling of Germany, what he has
to tell the Ameriéan President and British Prime llinister;

C —  —

at the big meeting"which has béen surrounded by so much

secrecy, rumors and speculation.??lell, <Hfy., the secre

is out - how Churchill, Roosevelt and Chiang Kai-shek

had a long series of conferences in Egypt, and haw the

three thereupon left the land of the Nile, going to

meet Stalin, \DM w -bé& LM&y
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sa—their—way—tomeet—HBoviet—~Mdershel—Stelhia.
This story has been brewing for days, but

x& could not be released. The enemy radio gave us
plenty of intimations, but nothing official could be }
stated from the Allied side. The break came today when !
Reuters, the great British news agency, disclosed the
story. And later American short wave stations,
broadcasting to France=in the French language,
confirmed the account.

The American, British and Chinese meeting was

held in Cairo and vicinity. At one of the conferences

Messrs. Roosevelt, Churchill and Chiang Kai-shek #wx=
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/?%gtihered in a tent, in the shadow of the Pyramids.

Using the famous figure of speech uttered by Napoleon! —

"Twenty centuries loos\down on them.'11=%he Chinese

Generalissimo, who was accompanied by Madame Chian%’
¥ed¥shele, made the trip by plane all the way from
distant China - the ancient land of Cathay, journeying
to the egqually ancient land of the Pharaohs. Prime
Minister Churchill went by ship to Egypt. The American

short wave account does not-state the mode of

President Roosevelt's travel, but I suppose it can be

assume? that he flew by Trans-Atlantic plane.
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official version, but Nazi reports place it in Persia.
X
¥ Last night we had the rumor that the conference with

Stalin will be staged at the Iranien capital, Tehtan.

Saxkhxk
So that's the Big secret that was rumored

and

and rerumored, talked aboutA gossiped about, with

endless guesses and speculation{
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Tonight Moscow announces anothzr retreat by the

Red Army in the sector in front of Kiev./Soviet troops

have abandoned gthe important rail junction of Korosten.
This comes as rather a surprise, because previous
reports during the day indicated that the Russians were
on the offensive in the Korosten area. Howevef, thq
Nazis have been hurling powerful counter-attacks with
fomsoes™w® cight tank divisions and more than a hundred
and.fifty thousand‘infantry. This has been going on
for two weeks, and now the Soviet high commandaprdered
the evacuation of Korosten'. This is the second

Number One stronghold that the Russians have abandoned

to the German counter-attacks, the first having been

that railroad center called Jitomir.



The extent of the British break through along
the eastern coast of Italy is indicated by a statement
from the front - that €=we=w® Montgomery's long range
artillery should soon be able to shell the harbor of

Pescara. Thal large port is twenty miles from the

mm‘ Mnritish&w'w

A}mportant point of the news is that the Eighth Army push
is rolling. on. "Qur advance is continuing," stales
today's communique. Fhe—report—of-—Fescare—in—of-
Nember—Ore—idpoitincoy—as—has—been—recentiy—pointed—outn

The Eighth Army break-through was accomplished

after a thirty-six hour battle, which is described as

" : .
heavy and continuous." Having smashed across the
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Sangro River, Montgomery's troops proceeded to drive

on for four miles, creating a wedge that deep, and
twelve miles wide. As a result, the Adriatic end of the
Nazi Winter Line is described as - "shattered."

And we hear that the Eighth Army is not going

to have the whole show - for General Clark's Fifth Army

that the Fifth is about to stage its biggest offensive,
and the slogan will be "Free Rome or Bust."

One of the finest piecés of good news from

Italy concerns the weather. Chetrr—hrTe—r R Hed—a I

The rains have cease@i wrish—ds good for the ground

soldierg; amd=simpty perfect for the air forces.

Sc now once again Allied air power, with its huge

superiority, nss engaged in tactical operations on an

immense .scale - blasting the enemy fron the air in

Siupport of the Allied advance on the espth.
PP -



—ﬁ
*E:g today lost both a royal crown and an

imperial crown - and that brings to a ceremonial end a

couple of ill-fated adventures. a& announcement from

Naples is that the Badoglio government has deprived

King Victo':Emanuel of his titles of King of Albania and

-

Emperor of Ethiopia. ﬁ‘he latter item represents the

final flickering out of Mussolini's dream of African
Empire - Ethiopia conquered by the Fascists with all
sorts of noisy triumph and then lost by them in the
disasters of war. Albania represented & bit of loot
that the one-time Duce picked up while Hitler was
grabbing things in the days of Iunich.ﬂ’lt 'asApart of
Jussolini's braggadocio to place the imperial crown of

Ethiopia and the royal crown of Albania on the brow of

his diminutive sovereign, which was hardly more v

piling diadems on the gro—vi—e little wooden

figureheac'..\ Now Victor Emanuel has shed those
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flimsy crowns, and will be exceedingly content if

he can remain simply ang solely the King of Italy.
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Today Admiral Nimitz, Commander of the Pacific

fleet;kissued a statement concerning the Americen

conquest of the Gilbert Islands. He called it -

"the most difficult attack the United Btates has yet made |
in the Pacific." Admiral Nimitz has just returned to
his headquarters at Pearl Harbor, after a trip of
inspection to the newly captufed islands.

His comment on the difficulty of the operation
is echoed by another dispatch, which gives a concensus
of opinion of officers out there. They are jubilant
about the seizure of the Gilberts,‘but they add grimly -

"it's a long way to Tokyo."  Lieutenant Colonel Carlson,

of Carlson's Raiders, says the fighting on Parawa atoll

1
was the most savage he ever saw - and he, as Marine

Corps observer with the Chinese armies, witnessed the

j i 1 a between the Chinese
most ferocious comba’ in ihe war X&

1X’Tonisht's dispatch tells us that the ,

and t}
e Japs,
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conquest of the Gilberts has persuaded many of the
officers who led it, that the way to Tokyo is via the
Chinese mainland, and not by way of the mid-Pacific
islands. As they count our losses, in the face of the
fierce Japanese resistance, they st~ to reflect that the
neerer the islands are to Japan, the more heavily they
will be fortified - particularly the larger islands.
Today in lashington, Secretary of the Navy
Frank Knox stated that our commanders knew how hgavy
the Japanese resistance would be in the Gilberts,

particularly at Tarawa. "We were not at all fooled by

the enemy strength," he declared, and added: "Preparatiom

for the attack were most thoroughgoing." And he told of

how for a week before the landing, Tarawa was subject to

& terrific aerial bombing, and then, on the day of the

3 t.
landings, there was an immense naval bombardmen



\ ’
In New Guinea, the fustralians are pushing i
forward, and have recchedAplace called Bonga, |ehschi=ts
]

described as an important trail junctionl) In—Suwepes

captured Bowe® without opposition, Fhe
Japs withdrawing. At the same time, Allied tr.ops

pushing north of the captured town of Satelberg, xExE are |

|
|
about to attack the Japanese position off the shore - I
l
|

an enemy outpost called Wareo.

i v i insula -
A1l this has to do with the Huon peninsu
and who on earth knows about the Huon peninsula?
————— ——

Mighty few of us ever heard of the name until recently.

13?§:.fact is, that the peninsula is 2 strip of land thrust

toward the islend of New Britain. And on this latter
island is situated the Number o

4 1 ne Japanese base in the
e B0outhwest Picific - Rabaul.



VANDEGRIFT

Tonight the leathernecks have a new Commander

Vandegrift of GuadalcanaluiThat fighting General was '1
|

named today to succeed Lieutenant General Thomas Holcomb

as Commander of the Marine Corps. General Holcomb xmkix
retires, having passed the age limit. Actually, he
passed the age limit last August, and Lieutenant General
Alexander A. Vandegrift would have taken his place{golo
waile ago - except for ;he call of war:1(Vandegrift of
Guadalcanal was on his way'back to Washington, and had
got as far as Honoluluy - when he received orders to

turn back and take command of the invasion of

Bougainville. This because of the death of Major

General Charles D. Barrett, who was killed in an

accident. So the veteran Marine Corps figuter directed

the successful landing at Bougainville, and now, after

the delay, takes over the job assigned to him -

becoming the big boss of the leathernecks.



I don't know
directing things from Washington.
*a front line man"™ - as was witnessed amply on
Guadalcanal. One comrade in arms out in the Solomons
relates: "He'd stand there talking to an officer as

though he were at home - while the Jap machine guns

were banging all around."

He is what they call-

how much at home Vandegrift will be,i

|





















