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Today in Washington it was announced that
H}esident Truman has granted Christmes pardons to one-
fhousand-it‘five-hundrpd-and-twenty-three men who
violated the Selective Savice Act by refusing to serve

t d
their country in World War Two. These g::i:::i\however,

Apnly given after & careful consideration by the
President' Amensty Board which has reviewed each case
on its merits.

Among those pardoned, and +hk restores their
full political and civil rights, are a number of
EENXEX conscientious objectors; some are Japanegé’f“
Americans,and, others, who through 'ignorance,.careless-
ness or honest misunderstanding"----those wkm are the
words--- refused to filfill their obligations"to their
country.

The President's Amnesty Bo;:;:‘\é‘éﬂ the
suggestion of a general amnesty to all violato®s

of the Selective Service Board. That is, there are tote

o
e pardons for willfil draft dodgers. Careful

And, pardons in 2 number of special

corsidemtion, yes.
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cases; soAthase—!éa may he reunited with their fximdx

friends and families forpr Christmas.
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(This afternoon the government in Washington
annvanced that we are abandoning military bases on the
goil of the Republic of Panama. This follows the
{ 4 Panamanian rejection 1last night of a treaty that would
have enabled this country to maintain bases for the
defense of the Pananma Cpna%) The Panhmaﬁ;ian legislature
voted - no. So now the United States Government
anneunr announces that the refusal is accepted, and
the Army has been ordered to evacuate immediately all
of its bases within the boundaries of the Republic of
Panama.

The official statement is cold and formal in
tone. The news of the tumrx turndown aroused a storm in
"Yashington today - angry dismay in military and
congressional circles. The statement was made that the
defense of fsmmrEx the canal will be weakened - the
army put in a bad spot.

(Tour swn Americsn Canal Zone, a strip ten miles

wide, is insufficient for defense under conditions of

modern war -- insufficient for necessary air base;> This




is the more so because most of the ten mile wide canal

a zone, is covere?

*¥ith dense tropical jungle, which

makes the conetruction of flying fields

dikxfix difficuls

and expensive,

Hence the need of bases on Panamanian soil -

ey

for the defense o the Canal.
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// One »6}3 from Pangpa blew unr a stdrm in

¥a {/np+og//oday The w/ré was - no./ The legisla
/ /
urns down tbé agreement 5ﬁ§ American bafes to

Panama

profYect the Panama Canal. Th.{/£anpened 16t night, and

oday military authoritie

i
refusal Byﬁs the Unit
/l /
The C

Panam anal 7one,

in Washington” declared that Zhe i

States Army An a bad spot.

strip ten milgs wide, isif

insdfficient defense und conditions of/modern war -

nsufficient/for needed air bases. Thies As the more so

because of the ted mile wide Can Zone is covered

with nse tropical/jungle, which makes the consifuction

of flying fields/exceedingly difficult and expensive. So

e need bases/on Panamanian goil, but Panapa says -- Mo.
The Repuhlic down there on the Isthmus, is, in a

way, a by-product of the Canal - formed in the course of

the maneuvering that led to the construction of the

great water-way bsck in the days of President Teddy

Roosevelt.

At that time, we pledged ourselves to protect

the Panamanian Revrublic - and, at the same time, We were
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granted the right %o establish baces on Panamanian soil
Ve are still pledged to defend the Renublie, but shortly

before World Var Two we pgave up the right to the bases. ¥

That was the doing of the late Franklin D. Roosevelt,
and today Congressman Fngel of Michigan described the
F.D.R, action &as "A grand gesture."

Then, when the war came on end Panama Canal
defense was in the headlines, an agreement with Panama
was made whereby we were permitted to build wartime bases
on Panamanian soil. A number of these were constructed -
including one major flying field. The war over, the Army
planned to retain fourteen of these, and Panama was asked
to consent. After plenty of negotiation, a treaty to that
effect was okayed by the Panamanian government - and now
the surprise, disappointment and chagrin.

¥hxy Why has the Panamanian Assembly rejected the
treaty? There's plenty of talk in Fashington about that.

Ultra-Nationalistic students are blamed, super-heated

Latin-American patriots, who are said to have threatened
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Panamanian legislators with death if they voted to

grant to the United States the right to the bunes

Another explanation is that there is a feud on between

the Panamenian President and hie Cabinet on one side,
and the Legislature on the other. One Washinpgton surmise
is thédt the Panamanians may have ideas of getting more
money out of the deal. Nor is there any lack of that
familiar mention - Communist. In Congressional circles
there was a tendency today to cigi'anti-American
agitetion conducted by the Reds, Communism sniping at
the United States.

SeWhat's to be done about it? Our Ambassador
to Panama, Brigadier General Hines, who happens to be in

Yashington, was called to the White House for a

conference with President Truman. Re—ewergedy—deetnring

meembers of Congress
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declared today that

Conpresslﬁould be exceedingly reluctant to vote
money to improve the Panama Canal. Righ{ now, Congress

ie considering 2 proposal to spend two=billion,=five
hundred million dollars to turn the canal into a2 sea

level waterway - instead of the present system of locks.

A two-and-a~half billion dollar American investment down
there would have a considerable financial meaning for the
Penamanians - % and they might not like to see the bundles
of cash go flying awav.

“°re°V9P:(;here's Congressional talk of building{ 

a new Cana1>> That has often been discussed - a second

{

exx waterway from the Atlantic to the Pacific, a waterway
somewhere other than Panama. ' Mcmbers of Congress pix
pointed out today that, if another £mz% Canal were
built, the Panama Canal ~ould take second place, would

be a mere stand-by -- with a shift of business and money

that would not at all please the Panamanians.

There is mention of a waterway across Columbian

Territory - the Republic of Columbia holding a strip on
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the other side of the Isthmus. And, of course,lHE:

mention of a new canalﬁﬁoatures - Nicaragua. #33—of-whieh

to an intereting




according to some congressional talk in Washington todaye

Nicaragua~-

alf— ong | |
Ke—horre—— ms& get canallthat would rank &s number one

M"Gcause the Legislature of Panema has xx turned down
A

the x treaty for canal defense bases.




SPFCULATORS

The battle of the speculators rises to a new
belligerent headlines today - with Presidential candidate!l
Harold Stassen delivering a cannondade against houd ;;
lists the government is issuing Republican Stassen
declares that the lists of operators in the grain marketsz?
constitute "hat he calls - "A chower of irrelevant i
statistics."™ The purpose of the lonc series of names 13, 
according to Stassen, to confuse and distract the publie.

Harold Stassen, himself, started the whole thing,
by intimating that Administration officials speculated in §
food at a time when they knew that huge purchases by the }
government were about to be made -- purchases that were
certain to hoost prices. Tha*t was followed by
Congreesional action, which brought forward Fdwin Ruxiy
Pauley, special assistant to ' my Secretary Royall.

Pauley admitted that he had spe ulated heavily in the

grain market - but that was be’>re he took his present

government post.

The next thing was the appearance of the lists -

Secretary of Agriculture Anderson, at the demand of

<k e— T
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Congress, making public a whole string of names of
people who have been operating in commodities,

The first installment was published yesterday,
and feiled to produce any volcanic uproar. Among all
the verigated names, there was only one Administration
0fficial -- that same Fdwin Pauley. Secretary Anderson,
hinting that no other Administration Officials were
involved, said the lists would spneak for themselves.

“!%%7-%tof~d4ésl*—do—mnOh—ignuktngaant‘azﬂtvb
Sl:t;day ¥xm Harold Stassen comes back with a blast of
scorn - why all the lists? He says the administration,
instead of printing all those names, should give a nt
quick one warxkxxx word answer - yes or no. Did any
officials of the administration spveculate in foodstuffs
just before the government did a2 lot of heavy buying in
Februery and March, Yhineteen Forty Seven? And did such
speculating officials make huge profits with the steep

rise of prices that followed the government pmrrhxex®x

purchasesg?

The answer, as we are now getting it, is to be
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gound by studying the series of 1lists -- the names on
which are scheduled to number as many as fifteen thousand;
Meaning - you read fifteen thousand names. Or rather,
the newsman does it for you. £An ansver of yes or no

vould save time - no! to mention eyesight.
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The news from Palestine %ells of s Frim gun
battle - at a funeral, an exchange of shots over an open
grave. In the cemetery of the Mount of Olives, they
were holding the funeral of Robert Stern, A Jewish-
British news correspondent who was killed by Arabs on
Sunday. As the body was being lowered, the gunfight
broke out - Arab snipers kmx shooting from nearby
buildings, a police patrol renlying with rifle fire,
and members of the Jewish Army, Haganah, joining in the
battle over the open grave.

There are renorts of scattered violence from
oﬁﬁgr parts of the Holy Land, the news dispatch noting
that there is no Christmas truce in the Arab-Jewish feud
though why there should be a Christmas truce in such a

thoroughly non-Christian conflict, is none too clear.

Anyway, there's new cause for disturbance - with the

arrival of new shiploads of Aoyl Zionist immigrants,

these being seized by the British.
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From out of the Enst, comes news to point a

moral - that the demon of plague is greater than s King.
In more modern terminology, the auarantine against choler;g
applies to the Crown Prince of Trans-Jordan.

The cholersa plﬁ’le that raged in Egypt some

weeks ago has spread to Syria - and the frontier between

Syria and the Lebanon is closed by a & rigid quarantine.
This, as it happens, was the time for a2 Royal visit -

a visit to the Lebanon by Prince Talal, Crown Prince

of 4#he Trans-Jordon, heir to the throne of King Abdullah. §
He pessed through a part of Syria, whef!‘$h1~eh‘loft~htﬁ';

mnd arrived at the border of the Lebanon.

There x he was stopped and medical authorities told him
he would have to abide by the quarantine rule - which
meant that he would have to wait for three days at the

Frontier.

Thie aroused the ire of the Crown Prince of

Trans-Jordan. He called it - a humilitation. But the

doctors were obdurate, and the heir to the Crown of

huff, returning to

King Abdullah departed in an angry
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Syria and celling off his visdt to LWE Lebanon.

This may not mean ®nything much, me except for
the k injury to the Royal feelings - although it might
create some ill will between King Abdullah's government
and the Republic of the Lebanon, both of vhich, as Arab
states, are lined up against the establishment of a
Jewish nation in Palestine}vIt would be odd if the
Palestine situation were affected, but Tay Royal
seneibilities can be touchy, even in the face of such

obvious wisdom # that the demon of the plague is graxthmen

greater than a King.




RESCUE_
Over in anlggé?‘LiVPrpool-_John 0'BRri
A ’ rien was
vorking in an excavation twenty feet deep, when the i

3

&
i

sides of the big hole caved in - and 0'Brien was about tol
be buried under tons of sand and stone. Just as this
doom was collavsing upon him, a fellow workman, with
remarkable ocuickness of wit, seized a long hose, and
threw it down to O'Brien - just as the sand and stone
buried him deep. ¥ Whereupon policemen and firemen did

a fast job of digging - follovins Aown the line of hose.

I+ took them i?u‘hours to reach o'Brien.\tﬁu

st his %ﬂ of the: rubble O'Brien exclaimed
" _“ . |
blithlag A 4 th/\ﬁ;u. nates.': He had been breathing

through the hose all the time. ‘And he certainly owed

plenty of thanks to that particular mate who threw it

to him.
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In San Diego, California tonight, Admiral
Nimitz tock up his new duties as a baby sitter?
Not a highly paid job, but an important one.

The former Commander in Chief of the WoRd's
greatest battle fleet, tonight is sitting up with
hie seventeen mExx month old grandson, Jimny Lay,
xs while Jimmy's mother is in San Diego hospital,
awaiting a visit from the stork.

After he had been at his post only a few
hours the great Admim]l decided that baby sitting
is no sinecure. "These kids scramble around a lot
these days® said the Admiral of the Philivppine Sea.
"Almost too much for an old sea dog like me - but

he continued - T've been well-briefed and believe T

can maF® the grade."

Knd now let's hear from a more experienced

baby mikkimx sitter - who also happens to be an old

-Gbmdquhh
sea dog -- meaning you/f#:attuuai%!elson Case.
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