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GOOL EVENING EVERYBOLY:

Any ray of hope on the strike horizon tonight?
¥ell, here is the news. The steel workers union has closed
more than tw#elve hundred mills in thirty states. However, &

few smaller companies came to terms before the deadline, and

are cocntinuing to operate. But they total less than five

per cent of the country's capacity for turning out steel.
A1l the big concerns, Carnegie, Illinois, Bethlehem,
Republic, Youngstown, Jones & Laughlin, plus giant U.S.

Steel, have shut down for the duration of the strike. And,

some of the strikers say they are ready to stay cut for
three months.

So far as financiel terms are concerned, the
difference between employers and employees stands at a
matter of three-and.a-half cents an hour. The strikers,

backed by the President, want a raise of eighteen-end-s-

half cents. The steel companies are willing to grent fifteen.

So far no estimate has been made as to the

Dumber of workers in other industries who will have



e

STRIEKE . 2

to stop work because of the steel walkout. Since the
production of steel ingots is completely cut off,
hundreds of other factories)of course,will'have to

shut down.

No disturbances so far. The big companies
announce that they won't even attempt to operate, so
aB te avoid disorder. Ip some places, where the pickets
were having a cold time today, the companies supplied
empty 0il drums, with coke, to keep the pickets warm.

" On the nineteenth floor of the big U.S. Steel
skyscraper in New York, an office has been placed at
the disposal of newspapermen, ten tables, each with a
a telephcne, fountains pens, pencils, papers and so on.
Opn a large center table in the middle of the room are
cigars, cigarettes, newspapers, periodicals. Five
public relations men of #m the corporation are on hand
to help the reporters.

So much for steel.

How about the meat strike? Serious as is the
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non-production of steel, a meat famine would strike
directly at the stomachs of the people. Worse still,
it will give a tremendous impetus to black markets.

So tonight the President and his counsellors are

considering whether and when Mr. Tpuman should use

his wartime powers and seize the packing houses.
Secretary of Agriculture Anderson reported

that any increase in the meat black market would be a

most dangerous factor in promoting inflation. That

it already is disturbing the cost of living. The report

in Washington is that Secretary Anderson is one of these

who wants to seize the packing plants. "It is a crime,"

said he, "that we are losing both meat and feed grains
as a result of this strike. If it goes on for long,
not only meat but poultry and eggs will be sucked into

the black market."




Several million people in New York City are

AN

relieved tonight. The threatened strike of transport

“Tona Oty
'orkerq/!ttt=§z-called off. This; easide from being-

disastreus and causing-an-almost complete paralysis of
businese-in-the-dig-eity,—weuld-have-been—a-pecutiume
affeire —It6-origin-—weuld—not have been-econonmic, bud,
poelitieaidn The head of the Board of Transportation
had recommended to the City government that the City
sell its municipally owned power plants and buy the
current for its subways from the Comnsolidated Edison
Company. This moved the head of the tramsport workers
union to threaten a strike. He demanded that the issue
be submitted to the voters in a referendum,before the
City's power plants are sold. Later, the union leader
threw in a demand for a two dollar a day increase for
everybody and a closed shopt. But those were after-

thoughts.

The head of the transport workers union had a

conference with New York's new Mayor O'Dwyer, who
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acceded to the union's point of view. He said the

selling of the City's power plants had never been put

up to him officially, And that he would never think
of giving them up without putting it up to the people.
Thereupon, the head of the union announced

he was calling the strike off.




What does the President of the United States

have to say to Congress today on that all-important J

topic, strikes? He points out that these strikes,
which concern all of us so vitally, will put a heavy

brake on reconversion, if they continue long. lhen

he repeats his request for legislation creating

fact-finding boards -- boards with statutory powers

—d

to examine the boaks of employers.iﬂe says nothing

e

about making accessible the books of the Unions. But
he does say that Labor, having become progressively
more secure with increasing political as well as
economical power, has also an increased responaibility.
Industry, says he, can well afford to grant
substantial increases in vages. These increases, he
adds, will have a direct effect by increasing consumer
demand. Therefore, he argues, substantial wage increases

will mnean better business.

In addition to his fact-finding boards,

fresident Truman repeats his demand for a full employment
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bill, like the one now under consideration, in
conference, between the House and the Senate. He wants
to raise the floor of minimum wages, increase
unemployment insurance benefits, compulsory insurance
for health and medical care, and, raise the salaries
of all government enployees. Mr. Truman, in his
nessage, also renews his request for a permanent fair
eaployment practice act, thereby running head-on into
that «notty question which now has the Congreqsmen of
his own Party at loggerheads -- the Northern Democrats

and New Dealers for it; the Southerners against it. -




President Truman's message to Congress today
was half as long as a fair-sized novel -- thirty
thousand words. And probably the most important since
he took office, and it included his budget for
Nineteen Forty-six - 'Forty-seven.

Mr. Truman proposes to cut Oncle Sam's spending
money almost in two. Leaving Oncle Sam thirty-five
billion, eight-hundred—and sixty millions to spend this
time, as compared with sixty-seven billion, two-hundred-
and-twenty-nine millions for the current year.

However, the President's experts estimate that
the Government actually will need an additional four
billion, three—hundred-eand—forty-seven millions.

This he proposes to take out of the cash balance now

in the Treasury, cash on hand. But, he goes beyond
that. With the cash now on hand, Mr. Truman would like
to retire eight-billion-dollars of the National Debt;

reduce it from two-hundred-and-seventy-nine billions

to two—hundred-and-seventyrone billions. Eight billions

.




out of two-hundred-and seventy-nine billions seeus
like a trifle. But, he wants us to start cutting

the National Debt -- start now.
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The President in that long message to
Congress today once again speaks out on the subject

of merging the armed farzszxx services. He wants this

done. Furthermore, he requests Congress to provide

for universal training for our youth. And then, he goes
on and asks for additional unemployment allowances

for veterans, plus a provision that their social
security cove? the period of their military service.

He goes on to say that, even a year from now, we will

need no fewer than two million men under arms.

And -- he wants the Federal Govermment to retain
control of the employment sefvices im of the States
until June Thirtieth, Nineteen Forty~sevén.
Virtually all of the State governments have been
-protesting against that idea. But he seems already to
have won that one, since the Labor Committee in the
House today approved a bill 5§3§3§§2§ this, by a vote
of thirteen to three. Only the Republicans voting
against it.

His long message to Congress also goes into
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the world-shattering subject of the atom.
He asks for laws to control the use of atemic energy.
He also wants Congress to extend his war

powers. How long)he doesn't say.

There is something for the farmers in the
message, too. He proposes to spend some fifteen hundred %
nillion dollars to support prices and for the other
programs of the Commodity Credit Corporation. He
also expects the Farm Security Administration and the
Rural Electrification Administration to spend three-
hundred-and fifty-one million dollars, partly for cash
loans. "Our long-range agriculture policy," says ir.
Truman, "should assure people, on the farms, a fair
share of the national income and encourage an
agricultural production pattern best fitted to the

nation's needs."

The President says he wants to continue plans

to devellop the Missouri Valley, the Arkansas Valley,
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and the Central Valley of California. He told Congress
that -- in his words: "Our public works program should
be tined to reach its peak after the demand for private
construction has begun to taper off."

He also repeats his request for the St.

Lawpfence Waterway Development, and, for airports under

Federal control.




.
President Tpuman in his message to Congress said

today that he aims to use all of the infiuence of the

Upnited States to back up the Upited Nations Organizatior

for the prevention of international war. That peace,
if it is to endure, must rest upon justice no less than
upon power.

Speaking of Germany, he said we must maintain
effective control there until we are satisfied the
German people have regained the right to honor and
respect. Apnd he made a similar observation about the
control of Japan. That our basic policy in the Far East
will be to encourage a strong independent united and
democratic China.

In our foreign economiec policy we are to try
to promote our own prosperity and at the =m same time
help restore and expand markets all over the world.
Also go on providing relief to devastated countries and

displaced persons.
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Now for a look at other parts of the world.
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General DeGaulle is neb—vniy~out of the French
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goveiiziit:I;;;—;ut of Paris. With his wife, he left
his

his home in the suburbs and drove to/z country house

near the historic forest of Marley, where he is now
staying.
The Fpench Communists are jumping into the

fray with all they have. They see in this a chance to
NS

":;2§f¥he government of France. They are the strongest

single political group in the country. They want the
head of the mew government to be Maurice Thorez, K

is Secretary of the Fprench Communist Partx,t:t has been
Minister of State in the DgGaulle government.

What the Fpench Reds are after is a

combination which voulgua;AQirtually a revival of the
Popular Front government of Leon-Blum—ia Nineteen
Thirty-Six) That -meams a coalition of Communists,
Socialists and Rapdical Socialists. But the story from
Paris reports that the Socialists are not i—-say too

keen. They do net like the idea of playing second fiddle
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to the Communists. Ehe Popular Republican Party will

have nothing to do with a Leftist goveramment.
____,./ i
In his letter of resignation, Synersi DeGaulle

said that he had omly consented to remain at the head

of the government until the nation's representatives
became reunited and political parties found themselves
able to resume their responsibilities. This tranmsition,
said the General, has today been realized. BHe added
that F}ance is no longer in a state of alarm. Public

peace is no lemger disturbed, French iamdependence is

firmly established, and i@ the Fremch hold the Bhino:“/

In other words, he considers his job is done.




The government of Greece today sent troops inm

a hurry to adnolch the uprising of Monarchists and

Rightists at Kalamata, in the southern Peloponnesus.

A spokesman for the government said it was all part of

a royalist plot to restore King George the Second to

the throne at A¢hens. The rebels havé taken four hundred
prisoners, leaders of the democratic party. Nobody

knows what has been done with them. The Greek Prime

Minister ordered courts-martial established at Kalamata
and ancient Sparta. They were ordered to get to work and
execute their sentences at once. That indicates that

captured rebels will get short shrift.




In London, the Upited Nations made conaiﬁéﬁbh
progress towards atomic control. The Assembly's Committ
on Security voted unanimously to establish a commissien
for the control of atomic energy as suggested by the
Foreign Ministers of the Big Three at Moscow. This
passed by a vote of forty-eight x to nothering.

Small nations tried to delay action until after full

discussion in the Assembly. But that was voted down.



Thougzh most of us are thinking at the
momnent about strikes, the President, tells us todwy
that - "Our chief worry still is inflation."
Accordingly, he wants Congress to push the legislation
it is now considering, to put ceilings on the prices
of houses, o01l1ld and new. But,'he adds, such measures
are only stop-gaps. Production is the only fully
effective answer. He urges the lawmakers to continue
every sound method to expand the facilities for
insuring privately-financed ‘housing by the Federal
Housing Administration and to resume low rent
public housing projects, suspended during the war.
He wants to continue rent controls, and price control.
And he repeats that he has asked the Secretaries of
Agriculture and Labor to get together on concerted
methods to stimulate new industries, particularly
in afe areas that have a surplus of agricultural labor.

To help small business, he wants the Federal

government to help make both private and public loans




available on reamx reasonable terms, also technical
tex advice, and the elimination of trade practices
and agreements which cut down competition and hold
back new enterprises.

The United States in the year Nineteen Forty-
six, says President Truman, is strong and confident.
Prospects for business are so good, that there is
danger we may rush into such feverish activity as to
neglect careful postwar problems. He repeats that
we must control inflat'ion, and on the ;;2:::§§ilx
as on the internationdl scene, lay a new and better

foundation for cooperatiOn.

And now,Hugh, a little cooperation from you.



