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Good Evening, Everybodyl Saturday. February 7. 1951. g

Lec”s start off v/ith a bang tonight.

Iney were having a gala opening of
t. new niocion picture. It was out ax
Los /-vngeles, ana all xhe film stars

were there. ouddenly a violent explosion

shook xhe theaxre. It is believed that
accumulated gases in xhe basement blew
up. The audience hot-footed it tor the
street - and the film stars led the
way.

According to the United Press,
a freakish thing happened outside xhe
theatre. The explosion blew a whole
secti on ot the street right into the
air. taxi-cab was standing exactly
on the spot that went skyward. It was
hurled fifteen feet in the air and came
down completely demolished. ihe driver
had an almost miraculous escape. They
had to dig him out of the wreckage.
But he was O. K. Just scratched ana a

bit groggy.

irtirty-one people in all were hurt.

two -1 of the injuries id ok place in ne
street.
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N disastrous panic Iin the theatre
ivas averted by the coolness of actors
who were featured in the picture and
vh 0 were appearing in person on the
stage. then the big bang came ‘chey
kept their wits anci shouted dramatically
that flash! ichts v/ere beinr touched off
in front of the theatre.

The perforniance had only fifteen
minutes more to ro. IT that explosion
had taken place fifteen minutes Ilater,
thousands of people would have been
millinr rirlit over the exact secti on of
the street that vas biovwn i|into the
air, and there would have been a ghastly

oisas*er.
But Lady Luck was among those

present
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Lhri | ling scory comes from the
storm-beaxen shere of Lake Erie. jsiuj
violent gaie h~ peating the eastern end
oi cne lake around Buffa.lo.™M” Bl indinc;

ow i1s fTalling.

A crowd of men were f ishinci oux
on the edge of the ice which rringes
the shore. The wind came with such
a violent Dblast that it broke the
ice loose and sent it ur iftine out over
the lake. Four men jumped off the ice
floe and swam ashore, but nineteen
men remained, helpless, frightened and
sh iverino as they arifted north.

According to the internati onal
News oervice;that ice floe was only
si x Inches th ick and 1t was breaking
up it the heavy sea. Boats put out to
rescue the men. One was caught and
jammed in the ice but another,
c oastcuard vessel, forced its way to
the ice floe and took off five of the
fishermen. Ten are still on the ice
and are being rescued. Four are
mi ssinc, ney may have drifted away
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on a chunk of ice that broke off the
main rloe. Boats are out huntinq for
them. Aiweamvhi le the gale is still
howling Lake Brie.
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Nov/ for the sound of wedding bells,
fifnel 1a warhart, the trans-Atlantic
flier, today married George Palmer Putnam
the publisher and traveller. It's not
just tun a rumor this time. fhe report
has been out for a long time that the
couple were married, or expected to Dbe.
At last the wedding has taken place.

According to the International
News Service, it was celebrated at
Noank, Connecticut, the home of the
mother of Mr. Putnam.

Go that oersistent rumor has
ended to the tune of v/edding bells

after a! I.
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There'© a manhunt on tonight. IT© in Tennessee.

Police officer© are

looking for 14 inmates who escaped from the

criminally insane section of the Central State Hospital.

They had a fire in the institution last night and it

was neceaeary to move several hundred patients. During the

confusion 21 broke away and escaped. According to the

International Hews Service, 7 were soon captured, but the hunt is

still on They are scouring the hille for the other 14
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--e”, It looks as though the bi
battle ¢ own in ..ashington " over.
Presic'ent Hoover has accented the |
comnronise offered by the leaders in
Congress.

according to -the Assoc i ated Pres-s,
he has C.Kd. an addition of C20,000,000
to be added to the 325,000,000 already
approor i ated for relief.

As- | explained last night, the
basis of the compromise is in the
expression '"farm rehabilitation'. The
Senate v/anted to let the farmers use the
money to buy food. The President was
against that. 30 now they're going to
let the farmers use the money for farm
rehabilitation. The President says he has
won his point. His opponents in The
Jenate s”™v thev've won the ir point.

WM ~ they 've Tfinally got
together on tu at subject, it looks as if
Congress will out through necessary Dbills
in a hurry and thus avoid an extra”sess ion—
which the t resident doesn't want. ~Ln the
other hand!” insurgent Kepubl icans are
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still on the warpath* The Hew York Evening World says theylre
shouting for a few pet ideas of theirs -- government operation
of Muscle Shoals, for example. That, of course, leaves a

possibility for further trouble, but it looks tonight as if the

main battle has been fought -- and compromised. And that™ that.
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“Lh o || that drought rel jif
unoer vay in .ash innton, here!s some
more - anciAitls drought reliet as is
droutht rel iaT. | mean - rain.

Old I..other Nature has taken a

6 hand in the situation, ana the New York
7 Sun informs us that heavy rain storms

8 were sweep inn eastwaraTTrom the
9 ,ock' tountains.
10 ihe farmers in the Liddle-

11 .est end Southwest have been just about
12 desperaxe because ot tne lack or

13 moisture. dux today the tiood gates

lii ot che heavens opened and ‘erj*ps-f=s6.*'. a
15 good”™ hard, w«sh ra in”® —
16 one rainy day, ot course,

17 jsn 1l anouth, but it will help, and

18 | 1di®@ xmxx w6l season cOntinues top

19 3 while lot or farmersO are goirr)g to
20 be mighty happy. y
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Tomorrow will be the twenty Ffirst birthday of a

movement that has five million members and all of them are boys,

I met the head of that movement in New York today --

Dan Beard, the National Boy Scout Commissioner of America, and |

asked what he thought was the moot interesting news item in today's

papers. Well, naturally Dan picked one that ought to interest

every boy.

It telle about three boy scouts away up in Alaska who

did a heroic thing. These boys were playing about on the

shores of Eyak Lake.

Some other children were taking a joyride in a launch

aerose the lake. Suddenly something happened. Just what

nobody seems to know.

But the boat rolled over, pitched the helpless children

into the icy water and then sank like a rock.

There were the youngsters struggling In the lake an

eighth of a mile from shore -- and only one of them could swim.

Did those boy scouts hesitate. Did they lose their

heads? Not a bit of it. They plunged into the cold waters, and



one of the® rescued four of the children. Another dived down
ten feet and brought up a five year old girl and saved her.

And the story Dan Beard chose tells how those three
boy scouts, Philip Lydick, Lew Cochran Qand Jerry Cochran -- who
live away up North in Cordova, Alaska, have just been awarded the

Boy Scoute* Gold L.ife Saving Medal. And they deserve it.
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Now tor a story with a warning. The moral is: If

you travel on shipboard look out for strangere who want to play

bridge.

Sydney Lens, famous bridge expert, tells a few things

rane-Atlantic liners fleece

about how the card sharpers on the

innocent contract and auction bridge players. The wise words

that Mr. Lenz utters are printed far and wide today.

He tells first about crooked bidding. Card sharpers

have a complete code of bridge signals, and that code consists

of just nine words. According to Mr. Lenz, with the proper

use of those nine worde they can signal to each other every

important card in their hands.

Then there are ways of marking the cards .and of dealing

the second card instead of the top one. An'  sometimes t.ae™

in a cold desk, that is, a deck with the cards stacked. Which

means of course that they are able to run up scores that would

astonish most bridge players
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Getting back to pol it ics again --
tropical politics this time.

jown in Havana an event took place
toc'a" v.hich causes everything to remain
about the same.

President l/achado has decreed that
Cuba, 1s to get along without a
Constitution for another ninety days more.
He had previously suspended it for sixty
day s.

This, of course, 1iIs tr actical |y
martial lav/, and :he International News
Service points out tha . the strong hand is
being held over uba for the duration of
the tourist season. President machado
prefers not to take any chances while the
tourist rush is on.
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- At the top of a pare in this week!s I
Literary Digest is a row of mysterious,
cryptic messages, in handwriting. YouTd
think they were coded messages used iIn
some dark conspiracy. For example, you |l
see the mysterous, occult phrase "SWEET
SPENHEAD." Nov." what docs that mean?

.Veil, the uigest informs us that

° these STrange crvptograms are notes which

10 people send to the corner drug store, X

11 asking for some item or other. /And oh,

12 what a headacke those druggists must get

B tryinr to Tigure them out.

14 For instance, a customer wrote a note

15 ask inn for SWEET SPENHEAD. that was

'S meant was SWEET SPIRITS OF NITER. Another

17 customer !s note asked for CENTAL SOLES30LAY

18 That mean METHYL SALICYLATE.

19 ffeerr N Mwats..nAfrE E-. !

20 - V.no'*her master pei ce reads: "PLEASEIl

22.S1VE CHILD 102 HORSESEFETTEE." What the

22/ lady real lw wanted was ASAri1TIDne

23 Well, the Digest further informs us h at I
24 these strange hieroglyphics viere all ]
5 di sci phered and the orders were filled. Tli

Yes. the druggist iIs a mighty man.
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They've he.d another riot in the
Japanese Pari i anient, something like the
disturbance | told about last night.

Ihis time the scrap took place in
the Ilobby of the House of Pari lament and
in the room where the Budget Committee
was to meet.

According to the International
News Service, the fight started when
members of the opposition tried to stop
the Budget Committee from holding a
meeting. Fists flew and missies were
hurled, and several members, of the
Japanese Far | iament were battered and

bruised.

N

11
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Here’s a funny racket. The
majeat ic SLatesmen of ureat Britain are
taking up American gangster lingo, hoble
lords and learned fvi.Ps. have been
introducing into the stately House of
Commons gags something like this:

"I say, old chap. His Lordship
iIs a big shot, you know." Or: "There,
there, your Brace. They're endeavoring
to put you on the spot.'

The Associ ated Tress informs us
that Colonel L. C. 3. r.mery, former
Colonial Cecretary, iIs making a tour of
England and is attacking the al | iance
between** the Liberal Party and the Labor
1 Party. T™d here's the way he explains

things to the electorate:
He declares that "Scarface ivlac"--

meaning Prime Minister uiacuonald- -and
"Slippery Dave", meaning Lloyd George,
the Liberal Isader ~have fixed up a deal

to take "Honest Stan', meaning Conservative

leader Stanley Baldwin fpr a ride.
el | j—tttt

the dear old chappies are giv i'ng A
other the v/orks. i =5 |

all =5 can say is that
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Ilhis even inp’s news from India
not too optomistic — fh?t 1is, "there
doesn’t seem to be much prospect of
in th t wvast Asiatic subcontinent.

ihandi and the hati onal ist Party
apparent |y are coinr toturndown the
British offer of sel f-pover nment.

Accor-ding to t he Associated Press,
(jone of the delegates to the Round fable
conference 1iIs on his way to confer wi th

Ghandi. And t'-e | ahatma is said to
bel i ve that uelegate Bapru 1is br inging
him a private message from rr ime in is ter

IVacDonald. But “apru has no such message.

And so that s range and paradoxial
move ment of non-violent rebellions ems
| ikely to go on and on.
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Now conges word of wild doings out in one of the wildest

parts of the world.

On the northwest frontier in India the British have

fought an important battle with the Afridi tribesmen. Those

wild mountaineers are always in a state of chronic rebellion and

of late they have be”™ more troublesome than usual. The British
Tommies advanced against the Afridi. Artillery, armored cars
and airplanes advanced also. After a severe fight among the

jagged hills the tribesmen were driven from their strongholds*

“'hat word Afridi brings back memories. I did a lot

of rambling over those wild mountains. For months | lived with

those fierce Afridis giants. One thing that struck me was the

constant evidence of their blood feuds. They are never at peace.

When they’re not fighting the British they are fighting among

theraselv es.

I noticed that the women at work in the field all wora

bright red baggy trousers and an Afridi told me why. The

tribesmen have quite a chivalrous idea about women. No woman is

ever Killed in those savage feuds. Of course, there might oe a



AFRID I3 - 2

mistake and as the men and women both wear trousers a feud
fighter might accidentally mistake a woman for a man in the
distance, and shoot her, and so when a feud is on the women
always wear bright red trousers, which distinguishes them from
the men and saves them from the flying bullets.

Well, our time is up - and as the Afridis say:-
Sal&am Alioum, and,

SO LONG UNTIL MONDAY



