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Today in Paris the council ot,A..Horth"'1' 

Atlantic Treaty Organization held a meeting -- and, 

in all due formality asked A•eric~n delegate William 

Draper tot■ transmit a message to President Truman 

requesting the President -- to name General Matthew 

Ridgway as Commander of the West European Army 

succeeding General Eisenhower. 

Whereupon delegate William Draper put in 

a telephone call to the White House in Washington. 

It was day-time in Paris, but night-time tn t 11 

country, and t he phone call got the Pres1d, nt out of 

bed. Receiving the request to name a successor to 

General Ike the President replied: •Ridgway•. 

Whereupon the council of •.A.T.O. still 

in session in Paris,••• voted an immediate unanimous 

okay. 

Such were the forma in appointing the 

Supreme commander in Tokyo to a new job -- shifting 

him to Europe. Pure formality -- because the naming 
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of General Ridgway had been agreed upon in advance. 

Formalities today -- because this was the day when 

the Peace Treaty with Japan went into effect, ending 

the occupation over t here. 

Supreme Commander. 

Ending, the post of 

The American military chief ■tin Japan 1e 

now commander of U.S. forces remaining 1n Japan -­

and of the Army fighting in Korea. 

In that post, the aucceasor to Ridgway, 

1a General Mark Clark, as we heard oome days ago. 

General Clark comman•ed the World War Two campaign 

in Italy,~ a strategist of much experience in 

b&ttle -- J 1rila 1•••zatx•~now taA° a com·mand that includes the 

d1re~t1on of the war in Korea. 

General Alfred Gruenther remains at his 

poet in Paris, where he has been Chief of Staff to 

General Ike. 

Many in Europe were ' in favor of having 

~ 
Gruenther take Genera~ tk:I"~ job - - he knowing so 

much about the organiza tion of the W st European Army. 
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( r J r wl J . . n ed n or 1 1 t o y , 

d r , r of . 
t he 0 epo 1 ed t p C 

Tr at in t h 0 rn e nt .i r e iv t .. h in • 0 ') T 19 

i n C m ul l o, y t h i nln o! doc u ents 

i:, t i n • an J\ e r 1 c - J a n . s curity oac t into fo rce. 

11 of whic h wa echoed on the ot r si de 

of t e worl d in J n an - - wi t h a 1. r e cele br at i on. 

The tr pl e be lls r a n out in c ities and villages. 

Crowds made me rr with t e blowin of sir en s , nd 

whistles, ha il n -- end of American oc cupation, 

and a xx reviva l of the independence of Japan . 

The Governme nt of Pre mier Yo shida celebrated 

by issuing a white paper accusing Soviet Russia 

of makin Japan "a second Korea .• And announcing 

that Japan will rearm as a partner of the western 

democr cies, in op osition to Red Imperialism . 

A sour note co mes f rom t he Sovi e t side, . 
the ed Embassy in Washinton declaring -- that 

today's new indeoende n ce of J a an is part of an 

American p lan for an im er1al1st war in the Far East . 
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h d c om nl · in bi t rly b caus t tr ty C lls 

for u tro 0 to e at1on n J pan or some 

1n fin1t p r V . 



In C 1 1 nia t e i l oc 1 n ws is --

v er· ns 1 n in fr om Ko r , . To n i t, I am a t Do nner 

Pas , in t i l Sier a witt no ws f il d f rom down 

int e Va ll Y -- f r om Sa cr amen t o . nd whole string 

of dispatches ri n the good old them of -- welcome 

home . 

At San Die o tienty-four hundred arines 

landed today , t ak in~ the ~ort by storm. Another two 

thousand Leathernecks -- going on to San Francisco 

for a n ot he r ovation t here. But t hat's the smaller part 

of it. The Fortieth Division of US Infantry comes 

howa -- two contingents arriving over the weekend, 

another due today. The Fortieth Division of the 

Cal i f ornia N tional Guard. 
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L 11 · r i ·1, m d at r cor d in Ko r ea , 

a d <• rv n ova t1 0 e . e c1 11 t he kind 

r c om :11 n e b t lr com: a nd r , t i ll ov r th r . 

a jor r al D niel Hudel on , i a gruf f la in- s oke n 

so l d i e r o · e nt one of his of fi .r Li e t nan t Co lo nel 

Wil l i am nd r ~on t o fly in adv a nc e a nd ar range for 

t he r e t urn. I have a mes s age . fro m Colone l Hend erson 

who t e l l s me wha t t he Ge ne r a l said. 

those 
n e doesn't min';{r e c e tions with bras s bands 

and hul a g irls a t t h e doc k , a s t e transports put into 

har bor. u t , " · row l e d t he hard bitten sol d i er, •what 

I want i s fo r the s o l d iers to g et a we lco e in t heir 

ome town, e special ly t e s mall towns.• 

So t hat i s pa rt of Colonel Henderson's 

m1ss1 on -- t o make sure that each s mall t own is 

notified when its own s everal v e terans of the National 

Gua rd ge t of f the t ain , coming home . 
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A qua ron of N :LV Y Panth er J t s l a nded in 

Japan to - - a t r mon ths of mis i o. 8 ov r th coa 
,... 

of Kor a . • e P i l ot h ve thrill e r t o tell of winging 

in combat. But the m st nain ul stor of all is 

r ela ~ed b four of them -- one of the four being 

James 
Squadron Com ander i&a Kinsella of La Mesa , California. ,. 

Four weeks ago they took off from their 

carrier the Valley Forge, and assailed the enemy 

along t e coast with such persistence they ran out 

of gas, and had to land on another U S aircraft 

carrier, the Philippine Sea. That was the evening -
of M rch thirty-first, an the next day -- what did 

they f1ndt Their Panther Jets -- painted like 

scandalous a&xa caricatures. Every inch ornamented 

with pictures and inscriptions of a shocking sort. 

hich includ ~d a oou le of words in let t em a foot 

hi . - - Apr 11 F o 0·1 • 

They ha d to take off that way -- flying 

on another mission. 1 wonder what t he Reds thought 

of American Jets d corated in such ourtageoue fash1ont 
~.__Flying clowns on April Fool~'!s~D~a~Y~•---••••••••• 



or . o r 8 a. 1 l t 

1 'f re 0 C n er of t e ra.f t 

carr 1 r - .. 1 r m d n sa th ol de t , r, 

0 id- tlanti . otl ve el · ere .. a kin 

in . 1 e n uv rs. 

Ca tain cc free renorts: •The 1 t was 

clear, ut ver aaxi: d rk, 1th overcas at eight 

t ousan feet, sea cal and winds 11gb • The HOBSO 

continued t e a pta1n, crossed e bow of tbe WAS 

fro~ port to starboard and was struck a.mid ship on r 

starboard side. All the WASP's engines were backin 

Jl.., 
at amer ency sneed at the time oft e collision.Te 

HOBSON broke into two oar ts and sank four minutes la e . 

along side the WhSP. 

You see the terrifyln picture -- the 

Strick n vessel at the side oft e great aircraft 

carri .r, an - plun 1n to th , bottom. Rescue opera 

were so rapid th t sailors w re sn tched rom the 

estroyer, as 8 e sa•• sank. Life jacke ~ floats 

and lines er thrown tot men in the sea, and s 
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., f.re 1 e r e d in tantly . But t he HOBSO f ound r e d so 

swi f tly t at ore t han one hun red and s event of her 

cr ew wer e lot -- sixty-five survivors picked up. 



FQ EIGN .i\ID 

h f o_ei n l a t1ons _£omm1ttee of th 

s n t ., o s a cut in t e o ei n aid ro ram. A 

s eepi ng sla of n 1llion. 

for s even b 111on nine un r 

The pro ra calls 

illion dollars --

to s _oort tl e defense of w tern Europe. Today the 

committee vot ed tor duce all items in the sc edule 

for a total cut of one b1l 10 dollars. 
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IMP'J;ACHUENT 

In ~s in ton more move s for impeachment 

Republican Con r e ss man P ul Shafer, of Michigan, 

today intn:ducin a resolution callin on Con re ss to 

impeach H.S . T. for "high crimes and misdemeanors•. 

~hich i~ t he verbiage under the Constitution, for 

removin a President f rom office. In this case, the 

seizure of t he steel mills ~onst1tutes the "high 

crimes ana misdemeanors .• 



fil,JP E ~E COUR T 

~ he Supr me Cou t lll ■ upholds t he II w York 

school pro ram for "release time" t ha t is, time tor 
) 

children to at tend cl a sses of r el igious instruction. 

PupilR may be*• dismissed earlier on written request 

trom their uarents -- "released time" for education n 

rel1 ion. 

Th is was attacked as unconstitutional --

first amendment "which bars the establishment• 

of any religion by the state. 

, t high tr)lfunal had 

a school /prog r am/ ~ ! religio/s 1nstruc 
// 

/ 

.ow -v,er, classe 
/ 

operty/ In New they 

Today's decision affects en-tld-.-en- ~e,... 

~ J 
~ Some two million,A all over the country wtc 

~ 
participate in programs und ~•release• time.• 
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Vancouv : r has another wat rfront t1re --

a Dutch vessel urstin into f lame s at the dock. 

The fire roke out 1n an engine room, and it took 

three-hundre - an -s venty-five blaze battlers nearly 

f our hours to get the fire under control. 

The vessel, a luxurious craft for both 

~assen gers an d freight. The second b1g waterfront 

blaze that the British Columbia harbor has had in 

five days. 



METHODISTS 

News from San Francisco t ha t a strong 

effort is eing organized for ma jor r eform in the 

Methodist Church. The proposal -- to establish a 

coordinatin co uncil with large powers of supervision. 

The Methodists ar e holding their conference 

at the Golden Gate, an the new program has aroused 

plenty of op po$ition. The Coordinating Council, would 

veto 
haveJpo ers over a whole series of church activities, 

including missions and publications. 

The claim 1s that it would save the church 

money, and eliminate a dupJication of effort in 

various departments, thereby promoting eff ciency. 

argue 
Opponents agx■, that it is much too•• 

drastic -- and would confer ■xa•~l%■a excessive 

authority on the Coordinating Council. One delegate 

to the conference put it in these words: 

"It is like sending a patient to the hospital 

for a major operation when all he needs is a little 

advice.• 
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So t her e will be more debate -- with top 

rank ing c hurc men getting to et er to have the plan 

a.do pted. 

Meanw h il e , a■ ye sterday was a banner Sunday 

at Methodist c hurch s in t hese parts. The confer ence 

four hundred M~d1~":tm~hopaJ is tl attended by 

~ 
and 1'2., o! the s e were guest clergymen, preaching 

sermons in churches all over northern California. 



§ALT LAKE FLOOD 

Salt Lake City is having a flood. I drove 

throu 1 h a bit of it b fore l eaving Utah. The record 

snows in the hearby mo ntains, the Wasatch, are now 

eltin r a uidl . A h P. avy thaw at Alt~ and elsewhere, 

and down come the torrents. 

· hen I left Salt Lake City on Friday efforts 

improvise 
were being made to ch ck an inunsat1on, t■JZ■~• levees 

thrown u p to hold back flood waters of swollen streams. 

Well, the flood was on in earnest today -­

the dykes have broken under the weight of water. At 

one plaoe,nac the deluge poured through a break one 

hundred feet ~cross. O! the six hundred blocks of 

S lt Lake City, one hundred and thirty-five are under 

water or surrounded by water. 

All - another sign of the unueu~l snows 

the west had t 1s winter. 

I am back among old frien s here in the 

Donner Pass area tonight.• All set to ch ck up those 

record storms they had here this winter. Tomorrow, 
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So er n P if1c Railwa_ s·a· n • 

western end o on r a ss, 

ome f ro m Squaw Val le : , a fe, s r 

on Squaw o n a1n I .r n st y ••• 

feet deep ideal! rs rin s 1 n · . t e v lley 

floor, at Squaw the sn ow is up to th 

where we are staying. 

ond story 

Merle Jennins, snow ex t ! r th Southern 

Pacific, says the snow 1s stil !i!teen t nty fe t 

on the roofs of the snow sheds throu h w 1 h the 

long transcontinental trains pass. The ruck Riv r 

outside my railway station broad asting st 10, 1s 

roaring an plungin in a way that soells flood for 

some who live in the fl a t lands on t e w stern aide 

or these Sierr a s. 

I am hopin to hear some of t he tori a of 

t e adven tur e s of the ! e peo l e - - how t Y urvived 

t h is year's reco d torms. An n w t r m th P o1f1o 
to t he Atlantic - to yo , Nelson. 
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