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In: the black v oid of space - Apollo-Se venteen was 

closing the gap today; c11lching up on the three hours it lost 

last night - while the three men on board were catching 11/) o,a 

their sleep . The Houston ground experts were calling it a 

"slow" da y in space . 

Earlier though, the three astronauts were commenti,ag 

on th.-: flaking paint and insulation from their spacecraft. 

"We 're right in 11,e middle of a snowstorm" - said Jack 

Schmitt. Gene Cernan adding : "Our entire sky is completely 

filled with twinkling flakes." And Ron Evans exclaiming: 

"Look at all that stuff - it looks like a rainbow!" 

Astronattt-scientist Schmitt was also taken aback 

b y his firs I spaceman 's v i e w of the earth . Said he : "If 

there ever was a fragile appearing (Jiece of blue in space 

it's the earth right ,iow . " 



KANSAS CITY 

There were those at Kansas City, including a few 

doctors - who were just about ready to write him off. Ah, 

bu I Harr _v Truman may 11 ave f o o I e d the ex fJ er ts again - Ju s t 

as he did in 'Forty-Eight. The eighty-eight-year-old ex-

President rallying toda3, in his fight for life. Tire doctor• 

now sa .ving - it all der,ends on how his heart holds uf). 

The former President's da:ughter. Margaret Truma11 

Daniel said today: "He is a strong man - I It.ave faille 

that he's going to come 011t of this all right." Adding: 

"He has gotten over worse things . " 

The latest : Margaret saying of he·· father - "Ire's 

getting kind of contrary, with his nurses. A.nd that - said 

she is "a ver_v good indication." 



CAMP DAVID 

At Camp David - President Nixon today completed 

the job of filling oi,t his second-term Cabinet. The 

President namin.g as his new Transportation SecYetaYy -

Claude Brinegar, up to now a Los Angeles oil r.ompany 

executive. 

The Preside11t also anJtounced tlrat retiriJtg 

Transportation. Secretary John Volpe - will now become ti•• 

U.S. Ambassador to Italy; tll.e first American of Italia• 

desce,it - ever to hold that post. 



WASHINGTON 

On the Democratic side - a number of party 

b;gwigs were returning today to Washington; getting ready 

battle / 
f or Saturday's shollJdow;; ;( between the party's two waYri11g 

factions . 

Early arrivals - including Robert Strauss of Texaa; 

a hard-running candidate - to succeed Jean Westwood as 

Democratic National Cir.airman. And one of tl,e first 

things 1,e did was to knock down Miss Westwood's suggestio11 

- that both he and sl,e should withdraw quietly . "SIie did•'I 

put me in tlae race" - said Strauss - "artd slae's 1101 goi11g 

to take me ou t ." 



PARIS 

On the Peace front at Paris - two sets of meetings 

were underway simultaneously today. 

Publicly - another session of regular weelely fleace 

talks. The Communist side claiming that negotiations to end 

the Vietnam war - are now deadlocked. Tlte U. s. replyhag 

that "d·ifferences might still remain" - but tltese "conti11Me 

to be dealt with." 

Privately --4 
with Hanoi's Le Due Tho. 

t,1td-. 
Kissinger

11
conti,aui11g lais talles 

As to what was or was not 

I 11 "tY ,.,J' 
accomplished - 41# official silence ; except to 119 that they 

A -w i l l ,nee tA to morrow . 



DMZ FOLLOW PARIS 

-- tt..~~f-<-• 
-.&.J.n Vietnam " a reported enemy 

b11ild-up just above the DMZ ; hence, a series of liglltni,ag 

air raids - b y more than ninety U . S. fighter-bombers a,id 

HOTeS of big B-Fi/ly-Two} +•·Y::- !ii,, to "DUfUNla Ch 

heaviest attack against the Communist Nort11 - ht more tllafl 

a wP.ek . 



MANILA 

A t a c u I tu r a l r, a r k " e a r Ma n i l a A i r, or t ; n th e 

Philif,f,ines - an awards ceremon y carried on TV . The 

lovely Imelda Marcos - wife of Philif,f,ine President 

Ferdinand Marcos - personally congratulating the winners 

of a national beautification contest : when suddenly - a long-

haired man appeared out of nowhere. He whif,f,ed out a 

deadly bolo knife - and sllished away at Mrs. Marcos. TIie 

latter - throwin.g up her arms : defending herself as best 

she could - till bystanders were able to, jump in . 

Mrs. Marcos' attacker - finally sllot dead. But 

not before she and three others - had all been slaslaed. 

Th e Firs t Lady 's wounds - requiring an es ti ma t e d s e vent y -

· -- se ver-:J. tendo,rs. - -- -
Jive stitch es . She also suffered a broken hand All tllis 

reminiscent of the Nineteen Hundreds; when Moro fanatics 

s i m i la r l y a t tacked Phil i r, r, in e le ad e rs • - It,-u ilfl • u t I Ii f • N It; 



BRUSSELS 

From President Nixon - an assurance today tlaat tlle 

U. S. intends to maintain its troop strength in Europe; 

intends to do so - said he - as long as our allies a,ad 11,e 

Soviet Union do the s,ame. 

Tltis in a letter - read at a meeti11g of NATO 

Foreign Mi11is ters in Bruss els. In part, a ref ere rice to ll1e 

'::::/!.;eparations - for an _ 
curren./\12 U tJ .,.. U X rC o ~ all-European security 

co11ference. The President adding that it is especially vlt•l 

- "to maintain and improve our ceJm,.,on defenses in these 

times." 



DALLAS 

D a II a s • Tex a s - th e R e t · e r e n d ll' • St e r I ; "g C a r y of 

t!ii[;t. 
Ne• York City :< 11' 11S e lected taduy: the nee,• president of tlte 

National Co11ncil of Churches . The Re verend Mr . Cary 

fi rst Black er·er to hold thot t,ost . S11cceedi•g tlte Re vere,rd 

Dr . c,, ,,,11;11 Wedel - w,l,o ll'as 1,erself tl,e Co11ncil'• first 

.,oman president . 



.. 

PEARL HARBOR 

Dec e m be r Se,. e" th . .Vi,, e I e e" - Fort )' - One - "a d a)' 

t Ir at ,,. ii I Ii r· e in ; nf am.\'. " December Se ·en th , N; net e e" -

Se r· enty -Tllo - th e thirt _\· -first ann ~r· ersarJ of Japa,,•s 

de vastating attack on Pearl Harb·or. 

At the same time , a re/)ort toda)' that .1 special 

Nat: )' creu' - has just been gi v en tlee job of cleaniflg •I> 

Pearl Harbor. This to i,aclude tire removal of derelicts, 

debris and su,rken barges - still left n ver fro"' Pearl 

lfn:\~V'-e''1.... ..J.i!. 
Barbor Dny. ~ t•e Na y ~~ l•o r•sled 

battlesleit,s IL'ill remai11 11,rtouched . 
~ 

,,,.---
A One - the U.S. S. Arizona ; and tl,e otl,er - ,,,e U.S. S. 

Utalt ; both of ,c l, icll - are resti'ltg onthe bottom ; botl,-,. 

■1,,c1 ■ Fe no ,o memorials - and coffins - to more tlaart a 

tlousand men . 



LONDON 

Pritzcess Antic's h,'tl4, 
recent fling at fox-hunting ,t the 

subject of heated debate today in the British House of 

Commons. Labor Party backbencher William Price 

accusing the Princess of bestowing "royal patronage upon 

acts of blatant cruelty . " Adding that "the time has come" 

when t Ir e Pr inc es s "s ho u l d s e e a l i tt le l es s of mas t e rs of fo % 

hounds - and a little more of the lads on the shop floor." 

P !ce's remarks were greeted, however, with cries 

of "nonsense" - from Conservatives and Laborites al ite. 

«fLf f.:t'i1. □'J~•,'P.fr,t us a o/ I eaping to Accne 's defense . 

- (}:.J_() -
Observers further noting that backbencher Price - was Ille ,. -
same man who tried to get the famous "Tom and Jerry" 

cartoons banned from British TV. Why? "Too violent" -

said he. 



PANTS 

1V c '1· e a I I I, ear d I h c f a b I e - a b o ,, t I h c " t h e 

E III p c r o ,. 's II e " c lo I It c s !' Now comes a story - about Ille 

P1·csid e 11l 's new pan ls . A report circnlati11g toda y at Camp 

Da 1J id thal President Nixon had been seen wearing new-

st y le flared slacks - p111•ple, yet - without cuffs. 

Wlze1·eu/)011 neu smen dema11di11g of Press Secretary Ron 

Ziegler : "Collld this really be true?" 

Said Ron Ziegler: "I think fla~d is a little 

ex a g g e r a t e d . " A s for c o l or : "I don ' t k 11 o w a b o u t p " r p l e 

but some of his slacks are blue." A,id cuffs? "Oh, some 

of his slacks don't have cuffs on them•~ - $aid Ziekler. 

, a / 
•klhti:J11t;" after all - "he's {regillar guy. " 


